
19 September 2014

Dear Parents

As a teaching and learning community committed to scholarship and excellence in academic processes and outcomes, 
we were delighted with the recently released NAPLAN results for our students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9.

The National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses student performance across five 
sub-tests, i.e. Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation, and Numeracy.  There is concern by some 
stakeholders and educational commentators regarding the importance placed on these tests and whether or not they 
lead to a narrowing of the curriculum and undue pressure on schools, teachers and students.  The position taken at 
Grammar is one of support for the tests and, in particular, the emphasis they place on the fundamental building blocks of 
literacy and numeracy. The test data generated each year is valuable for us as a school to better understand our relative 
strengths and areas for improvement.  As a school, we spend time benchmarking our ongoing performance against other 
schools in Townsville, North Queensland, Queensland and Australia.

Analytically, for example, we are aware that in Year 5 this year only 4 schools in Queensland (n = 1174) outperformed 
TGS in Writing and in Year 9 only 7 schools in Queensland (n = 485) outperformed our students in Numeracy.  Overall, 
our Year 3 students were ranked in the top 3% of Queensland schools, Year 5 students in the top 0.4% of schools, Year 
7 students in the top 4.5% of schools and Year 9, in the top 5% of schools across the State.  These are indeed amazing 
results!  

Obviously, the quality of teaching is a pivotal factor in determining student outcomes and hence the appointment 
this year of the Director of Teacher Performance and Development and the implementation of our Gr8Teaching@
Grammar programme.  

One significant variable that can easily be overlooked in the process of student achievement  is the issue of student 
attendance at school. 

Students develop good habits by going to school every day.  Good patterns commence as early as Year 1 and as 
children progress through the years and involve themselves in a broad range of co-curricular activities, there may be 
a temptation to miss school to “catch up” on assessment and study demands.  Often convincing arguments are put to 
parents about the need to remain at home and parents make an excuse for their son or daughter not to attend school.  

The harsh reality is that when a student is absent from school they lose continuity within their lessons.  Any absence 
that is not a result of health concerns, compassionate reasons or commitments to important out of school programmes, 
is not endorsed by the School.

It is important to appreciate that time on task is pivotal to achievement of personal best outcomes and all lessons are 
important and every day at school counts.

Yours sincerely

RICHARD FAIRLEY
Principal
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Year 11 and 12 ThursdaY afTernoons 
– 2015
For a number of years, the School has facilitated release time for 
Year 11 and 12 students on Thursday afternoons.  This privilege 
has become harder and harder to accommodate with a growth 
in curriculum demands and the need to prioritise time on task.  
A number of Faculties have already needed to use Thursday 
afternoons for examinations, extra lessons and tutorials, in order 
to meet course requirements and maximise student outcomes.

In this context,  Year 10 students had their curriculum structure 
adjusted in 2014 to make more productive use of Thursday 
afternoons and this has been well received and is already paying 
dividends across the curriculum.

The reality is that, as a School committed to academic, pastoral 
and co-curricular excellence, the luxury of allowing our Senior 
students to be automatically released from School commitments 
on Thursday afternoons, is no longer sustainable.

From 2015, Year 11 and 12 students will be able to take advantage 
of this release time only when they have no other School 
commitments, e.g. assessment, QCST practice, QTAC meetings, 
Career sessions, tutorials, rehearsals, first aid training, road safety 
training, School photographs and other special diarised events.

These commitments will be diarised in advance or, in the case 
of assessments, included in the Assessment Schedule published 
early each semester so that students can plan accordingly.

sTaff ProfILes
Valeria Antonuccio - Valeria was born and raised in Italy.  She 

holds Masters degrees in Architecture, Art of 
History and Cultural Heritage from the University 
of Venice.  Valeria has a passion for foreign culture, 
languages and linguistics and this has motivated 
her to live and study in a number of different 
countries including Portugal, Spain, France, South 

America and Australia.  Inspired by her linguist mother, she began 
her studies in Latin and Ancient Greek at a young age and has 
continued to study these classical languages throughout her life.  
Valeria is currently teaching Italian and Graphics at Townsville 
Grammar School.

Vivien Maclean - Vivien is originally from Dundee, 
Scotland.  She studied at Strathclyde University 
in Glasgow and holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry and a PGCE in Secondary Education.  
After teaching in Scotland, Vivien emigrated to 
Australia and taught in Western Australia before 

moving to Sydney.  Vivien enjoys outdoor activities such as hiking, 
camping, fishing and boating and is involved with the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award programme at Townsville Grammar.

MR RICHARD FAIRLEY
richard.fairley@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The dePuTY PrInCIPaL (CurrICuLuM)

TAFE in 2015:  The Great Barrier Reef TAFE College offers a 
range of vocational courses for students in Years 11 and 12, on 
a Wednesday and, occasionally, on a Tuesday.  This means that 
if your child is interested in acquiring a particular Vocational 

Education Certificate they may be able to do so through enrolment 
in TAFE.  Students need to see me to discuss this option, and find 
out the details of enrolment and the upcoming timelines.  The 
School is fully supportive of this pathway.  However, parents and 
students need to appreciate that students will miss a full day of 
school each week and they will miss lessons.  Therefore, such an 
option is best suited to students who are not looking to secure an 
OP and study at University upon completion of Year 12.  Usually 
students who receive permission to pursue this pathway are OP-
ineligible, and study 5 subjects.

Where students are interested in pursuing this pathway they need 
to see me in Term 4 to ensure the arrangements are finalised for 
the commencement of the next academic year.  The interested 
student would need to find an agreeable employer to undertake 
this contract, and then notify the School, through me.  For many 
students this provides a very useful component to their senior 
studies.

International Baccalaureate 2015:  Students interested in studying 
the IB Diploma next year should see me very early in Term 4 to 
discuss this option.  The IB is an excellent programme, and it is 
important to ensure that those who enlist for the course are well 
suited to the course of study.  

Should you have any concerns regarding subjects or classes please 
don’t hesitate to contact me on 47224946.

MS MARY HALL
mary.hall@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The dePuTY PrInCIPaL (oPeraTIons)

Whole School Photograph:  This has been distributed to the oldest 
sibling in each family.  The cost of the photograph will be added to 
your Term 4 fees.  If you decide not to purchase the photograph, 
please return it (together with the named container) to the 
Campus Office.  Provided the photograph is returned by Tuesday, 
7 October 2014 (first day of Term 4), the charge will be reversed 
accordingly.

Perry Award:  The Perry Award is the highest Cultural Award 
presented by the School and is presented to the boy and girl who 
have made the most outstanding contribution in one or more of 
the Arts in the School’s co-curricular programme and/or in the 
Townsville community.  Students must nominate for the Perry 
award or be nominated by a member of Staff to be eligible for the 
award.  Application forms are available from Reception and close 
Wednesday, 8 October 2014.

Vaccinations:  Year 8s and Year 10 boys will have their third dose of 
HPV on Thursday, 9 October 2014.  Only those who were given the 
first two doses will receive the vaccination. The Hepatitis B vaccine 
will also be administered on this day for Year 8 students.

Jillians Day:  This day is our major fundraiser for the Cancer Council 
Queensland.  On Friday, 10 October students will be allowed to 
attend School in appropriate sun-smart attire for a gold coin 
donation.  Please note that students must wear a hat and closed-
in footwear on this day.

Term 4:  The first day of school commences on Tuesday, 7 October 
2014.

MR STEVEN MORRIS
steven.morris@tgs.qld.edu.au
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froM The head of senIor sChooL and 
PosITIVe eduCaTIon
Core Values:  Core values are standards that you believe are 
important in the way you live your life.  They determine your 
priorities and are often useful tools in measuring life satisfaction.  
When the things that you do and the way that you behave match 
your values, you are often satisfied and content. Alternately, when 
things feel wrong or ‘out of kilter’ and your values do not align 
with your conduct, you can often become overwhelmed with 
unhappiness and remorse.  

Making a conscious decision to identify your core values is a 
practical way to establish your true beliefs.  These beliefs then 
act as a moral compass that will help you to navigate the ups and 
downs of everyday life, especially when confronted with difficult 
parenting decisions.  Although personal core values are often 
stable we need to recognise that, as we move through life, our 
values may change.  The values that you held dear during you early 
career days - like money, promotion and professional profile are 
possibly not as important as the values that you honour now that 
you are a parent - like work-life balance and health and wellbeing.  

Being successful at work and being successful at parenting are 
both equally important but usually involve differing values.  This 
is why it is necessary to keep in touch with your core values 
especially when your work commitments are in competition with 
your parenting commitments.   

2015 Leadership Support:  I suspect many parents have been 
involved in conversations about 2015 student leadership positions 
and support your child’s decision to apply or not apply.  Applications 
have now closed and voting will occur on Thursday, 9 October.  All 
current Year 11 students will vote for Senior Prefects and School 
Captains.  There are also non-prefect leadership roles available 
such as House, Interschool and Club Sport Captains, Debating and 
Music Captain and Music Ensemble Leaders.  The announcement 
of 2015 School prefect and other leadership positions will occur at 
a special assembly on Friday, 21 November.   

Compliance Support:  I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your support in addressing your child’s uniform 
standards.  As I have mentioned before - arriving to School on 
time; the wearing of appropriate jewellery; having clean shoes 
and hats; wearing the correct socks and uniform items that fit (e.g. 
knee length skirts and shorts) are standards that are monitored 
regularly.  Sadly, students who breach these standards not only let 
themselves down but reflect poorly on our community. 

MRS SUSIE AHERN
susan.ahern@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The head of MIddLe sChooL 
A busy term:  Some personal highlights for me just recently have 
included:  positive student reflection on cultural awareness – 
particularly in Year 9 where we had discussions with the Year 9s 
around multiculturalism.  Most, if not all, saw it as a strength and 
something to be celebrated.  The Middle School Movie and Pizza 
Night was a roaring success and, for the first time, this included 
Year 6 students.  They got to experience the less formal side of 
North Ward and seemed to really enjoy themselves!  Uniform:  
As we approach the end of term, students can let things ‘slip a 
little’ with regards to standards.  Diaries tend to start looking a 
little ragged at this time of year.  These can be purchased from 

Reception for $5 next term, if necessary.  As students experience 
growth spurts during their Middle School years, can I ask parents 
to periodically keep an eye on the length of skirts and shorts.  If 
your son or daughter has outgrown an item of clothing it will need 
to be replaced sooner rather than later.  Shoe polishing facilities 
are available to all students in the Middle School office.  What has 
become apparent is the keeping of uniform items that students 
have outgrown as a ‘spare’.  If a student has outgrown a uniform 
item it cannot be used as a fall back item as the student will be in 
contravention of the School Uniform Policy every time they wear 
the item.   

Year 8 Camp Report:   Students were allocated to one of four 
tribes and they needed to outwit, outlast and outplay in order to 
be the ultimate survivors.  The aim of the Camp was to provide 
opportunities for social development within the Year 8 cohort and 
to challenge students in an unfamiliar environment so that they 
could develop personal confidence, teamwork and leadership 
skills.  To achieve these aims students were involved in some of 
the following activities:  rigging, raft building, performing war cries 
and a dreamtime story around the camp fire. 

The Year 8 cohort has spent time this year looking at the Positive 
Education domain Positive Emotions, with the focus this term 
on Gratitude.  During one of the activities the students had an 
opportunity to look at Gratitude in greater detail; which included 
brainstorming things students were grateful for.  Family and food 
were high on the list!  The students then spent time writing a 
gratitude letter to someone who has made a difference in their 
lives. 

Year 8 Leadership Process:  Over the past few weeks students have  
been involved in the leadership nomination process.  Year 8s have 
had an opportunity to nominate themselves for positions of School 
and/or House Captains for 2015.  During Year Level assemblies, 
Mr Moran has spoken to the cohort about the qualities a leader 
should possess.  Mr Moran stressed that to make a positive 
contribution to the School you don’t have to be wearing a badge; 
there are plenty of opportunities to show leadership in different 
spheres around the campus.    

Early next Term the cohort will have an opportunity to vote for 
Middle School Captains, Middle School Vice- Captains, and Middle 
School House Captains.  The students have been positive about 
this process and they are looking forward to being leaders of the 
Middle School in 2015.

Opti-MINDS:  The annual Opti-MINDS Regional Challenge recently 
took place at James Cook University.  Townsville Grammar School 
was represented by six teams across Years 7 to 10 and one Junior 

Gathering for ‘Tribal Warfare’...
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School Team.  Mrs Abraham’s Year 7 Team won first place in the 
Division I Social Sciences challenge.  The team members were 
Vrinda Baveja, Bowen Cooke, Ally Lee-Knauer, Kevin Mathew, 
Emma Roberston and Chris Wrigglesworth.  Honours in Division I 
Language and Literature were awarded to Ms Davies Year 7 Team  
Jamie-Lea Fels, Rachael Pierotti, Chantelle Markham, Rishika 
nair, Ziying Nye and Tia Wilkinson.  

Reader’s Cup:  After winning the North Queensland Readers 
Cup competition, students Samantha Hammond, Cassie fisher 
(9/2014), Praneeth Kurapati and Sachin Patel (8/2014) travelled 
to Brisbane to compete in the State finals.  This event was held in 
conjunction with the Brisbane Writer’s Festival and the students 
were fortunate to attend several sessions listening to authors and 
especially enjoyed A.J. Betts, the author of Zac and Mia, one of 
the novels studied.  During the competition, the students were 
asked a variety of questions on the five novels studied, ranging 
from recall questions to those that required more interpretive 
answers showing evidence of an understanding of the book and 
its symbolism.  The team worked very well together, collaborating 
over answers and achieved 4th place overall in Queensland. 

MR DAVID TERBLANCHE
david.terblanche@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The head of JunIor sChooL
Prep Father’s Day Morning Tea:  What a great event this was to 
celebrate our Prep dads’ Father’s Day.  Students enjoyed spending 
time with their dads and even helped to ‘shave’ them!  A delicious 
morning tea followed a wonderful morning of fun and activities.

Pre-Prep Father’s Day Dinner:  Our Pre-Prep dads recently enjoyed 
a dinner with their children at the Pre-Prep Centre. The 6:00pm 
dining time allowed dads time to get home, collect their children 
and enjoy the company and fellowship of other dads and their 
children over a sumptuous dinner.

TGS Interschool Public Speaking Competition:  Our annual 
Interschool Public Speaking Competition was held recently and it 
is always a delight to have other schools attend this evening.  All 
the children spoke with confidence and thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening.  The presence of Townsville Toastmasters as adjudicators  
helps add some real professionalism to the competition. 

In 2014 Grammar students again appeared amongst the medallists!  
In the Year 4 section Philippa Jhinku  took out 1st place;  ashmith 
Sivayoganathan placed 2nd and Molly Ballantyne 3rd place.  In Year 
5, Isabelle Spanswick took out 1st place and daniel Lee received 
a Highly Commended.  In Year 6, Annabel Kelly received Highly 
Commended.  Finally, our Year 7s did exceptionally well with 
Cherrie Gali winning 1st place, Kevin Mathew securing 2nd and 
Lochlan Ward receiving a Highly Commended.  Well done to all 
students who participated and thank you to staff for your guidance 
along the way.

I wish all parents and students a restful and safe holiday and look 
forward to a fulfilling final term of the year.

MR NOEL NETHERY
noel.nethery@tgs.qld.edu.au

Me and my Dad...

Special time with Dad...

Well done team...

Just sit back and relax...
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FROM THE IB CO-ORDINATOR
Exciting Times:  The current Year 12 IB cohort has entered the final 
stretch of their preparation for their final November exams.  For 
many of our students the preparation for the Mock Exams and 
the actual practice of the process was, in itself, a very important 
learning opportunity, not only for the final exams but also for 
what they can expect as they enter university next year.  Most of 
the IB teachers have completed teaching the subject content and 
will now be embarking on the required revision and examination 
practise to prepare the cohort for their exams.  The Extended 
Essays and English World Literature essays have been sent off to 
their respective assessors around the world.  For me personally 
(and the IB students) it was exciting to see their Extended Essays 
being posted off to examiners in Germany, France, Czech Republic, 
Austria, Bahamas, the Virgin Islands and other destinations around 
the world.  The reality of the internationalism of the programme 
becomes just that little more real.

Our Year 11s have really made an impression on their teachers as a 
hardworking and focussed cohort.  Their thirst for knowledge and 
the high standards that they already aspire to, bodes well for the 
future.  In particular, it is very affirming to see the real commitment 
they are showing to the CAS component of the course.

International Baccalaureate Scholarships 2015:  These TGS 
scholarships are awarded, on merit, to deserving internal and 
external candidates entering the IB Diploma programme in 2015.  
IB Scholarship application forms are available on-line http://www.
tgs.qld.edu.au/enrolments/scholarships & bursaries or from Mrs 
Kristell Scott (Director of Enrolments and Marketing) or Mr Chris 
Wilson (IB Coordinator), and should be completed and submitted 
before 10 October, 2014.

MR CHRIS WILSON
chris.wilson@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF BOARDING
Tomatoes, Chooks and a Veggie Garden:  It is great to see the 
initiative that some of our boys in Paxton House and Green House 
have shown.  They have dug and planted vegetable gardens in the 
backyards adjacent to their houses and are reaping the reward of 
their efforts.  The Green House boys in particular, due to the fact 
that they have an enclosed area, have built a chook pen and their 
two chickens are laying regularly. 

Looking Forward to Term 4:  Next term is a very important term 
in the life of the School and a particularly important term for our 
Seniors.  It is a term full of events and celebrations but, most 
importantly, the final opportunity for our boarders to put their 
best foot forward academically and to earn the best academic 
outcome possible. 

It is at this time every year when boarders count down the days 
to their holidays and start to ‘wind down’.  My sincere advice is 
always to ‘wind up’, to focus on finishing the year well.  Every 
boarder should return home at the end of the year satisfied that 
they have done their very best in class on the sport field and in 
their musical and cultural pursuits.

Returning Next Term:  We request parental support to ensure 
that our boarders return next term appropriately groomed.  It is 
expected that all boys return cleanly shaven, with their hair cut 
to TGS standards.  I refer you to page 50 of the School Handbook 
(which also sets out the guidelines for girls). 

We are still concerned with the number of unnamed items that 
are going through the laundry; it is very difficult for our staff to 
keep track of what belongs to whom and to ensure that unnamed 
articles are returned to the correct boarder if they are not clearly 
marked.  We have trialled a new system this term where we hold 
unmarked items and allow boarders to identify them.  We then 
label and mark them for the boarders.  We ask that you ensure 
that all your children’s clothing items are clearly marked with both 
their name and laundry number before they pack to return to 
boarding.  We also ask that parents be circumspect with regard 
to the volume of ‘stuff’ boarders bring back to School; they have 
limited space available.

I wish those of you lucky enough to have your children at home 
with you for the holidays safe travelling and special family times.  
Please feel free to contact me via phone or email if there are issues 
that concern you, or things that we do that impress you.  I always 
welcome constructive comment and suggestions that could 
enhance the boarding experience of your children.

MR CHRIS WILSON
chris.wilson@tgs.qld.edu.au

Fresh is best....

Our Year 11 IB Cohort
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froM The dIreCTor of enroLMenTs and 
MARKETING
Enrolments for 2015:  We are now finalizing enrolments for 2015 
and hence the need to clarify our numbers at all year levels on both 
campuses.  In order for us to be able to give prospective families 
an accurate idea of the likelihood of a placement at Grammar it 
is essential that we are notified as soon as possible of any one 
not returning for 2015.  At this stage, even if you are not 100% 
sure of your movements, an indication of likelihood of your child’s 
departure would be very much appreciated. 

Notice of Withdrawal from TGS:  It is timely to remind all parents 
that, by necessity, there is a very strict policy at our School where 
half a term’s notice (five school weeks) is required before the 
removal of a student.  Otherwise there is a requirement to pay 
one half term’s fees in lieu of notice.  This is the minimum amount 
of notice required.  A longer period of notice would be greatly 
appreciated.   The final date for notice of withdrawal without a 
financial penalty will be Friday, 24 October, 2014 for students not 
returning for 2015.

Pre-Prep 2016:  Pre-Prep is now our single largest intake year and 
is available on both the Annandale and North Shore campuses.  
In order to manage this effectively and in line with our Pre-Prep 
Enrolment Policy, please note the following carefully:  

Any current family intending to enrol a younger child in Pre-Prep 
in 2016 is invited to complete an application form by the end of 
2014.  As per our Pre-Prep Enrolment Policy, siblings will be offered 
first preference of positions in Pre-Prep 2016.  Offers of places to 
siblings in Pre-Prep, 2016 will be made in February, 2015.  From 1 
March, 2015, the remaining places will be made available to new 
and incoming families.  Sibling priority will not apply beyond this 
date.  Please contact the Enrolments Office directly to confirm that 
an application form is in place and to request the confirmation and 
booking forms.  P: 4722 4973

“What Parents Want” survey by ISQ:  Independent Schools 
Queensland (ISQ) What Parents Want Survey is now open and we 
encourage parents of students enrolled in Townsville Grammar 
to take part in this online survey.  School choice is one of the 
most important decisions any parent will make in respect of their 
children.  This survey will help us to understand the factors that 
influence this choice and which sources of information parents find 
most valuable.  Please be assured the information you provide will 
remain confidential.  To complete the survey click on the following 
link, http://survey.isq.qld.edu.au/s3/parent. 

For additional information regarding any of these items, please 
contact me on 4722 4973

MRS KRISTELL SCOTT
kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The dIreCTor of MusIC
Ensembles Showcase:  Congratulations to the School’s 
instrumental ensembles who presented their Showcase Concert 
in the Glennys Perry Performance Space in August.  The concert 
featured performances from the Junior School Concert Band 
(conducted by Mrs Megan Donnelly), Andante Strings and Allegro 
Strings (conducted by Ms Rebecca Brown), Symphony Orchestra 
(conducted by Mr Samuel Blanch), Concert Band (conducted by 
Mrs Megan Donnelly), Big Band (conducted by Dr David Salisbury), 
Chamber Orchestra and ‘Cello Ensemble (conducted by Ms Laura 

Tomlin), Flute Ensemble and Celtic Strings (directed by Mrs Megan 
Donnelly), Clarinet Ensemble (conducted by Mr Tony Fitzgerald), 
Recorder Consort (directed by Mrs Heather Coleman)  and the new 
Senior Guitar Ensemble (directed by Mr Phil Honey). The evening 
was hosted by the Music Captains, and the Year 11 students were 
superb as stage managers.

Opera Performance:  A number of our students participated in 
the recent Oz Opera production of Puccini’s opera, La Bohème.  
Under the tutelage of Miss Rachel Cairns Grammar students from 
the Junior, Middle and Senior Schools enjoyed the experience 
of being part of a professional production of this famous work.  
Participating in the production were:  Caden Browne (3/2014), 
Annabel Kelly, Emily Lafferty (6/2014), Adele Pickering (8/2014) 
and Bianca Parison (12/2014).

Cultural Fest:  We congratulate Mrs Megan Donnelly and the 
members of Celtic Strings for their recent performances at the 
Townsville Cultural Festival, and offer particular thanks to eva 
Caley, Samuel McNamara and Bianca Parison (12/2014) who 
performed for an exhibition opening at Umbrella Studios on the 
same evening. 

Senior Music Assessment Concerts:  The students in Year 12 Music 
and Music Extension have recently presented their Semester 
2 performance concerts.  The students presented works from 
the topic, Bach to the Future which is a unit spanning the range 
of music from the Baroque period to the present.  The Music 
Extension students presented either a fifteen minute programme 
or a composition. Congratulations to the members of these 

A wonderful showcase of talent...

Young Bohemians...
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classes.  The students are Kurt Boldy, eva Caley, Diksha Iyer, Zoe 
Jiang, Monique Joyce, Samuel McNamara, ainsley Miller, Bianca 
Parison, Shannon Roberts, Elsie Stoekl and Aleeah Winkler 
(12/2014).

Year 11 students performed works representative of the topic, 
Kaleidoscope of 20th Century Music.  Congratulations to Lachlan 
Ainsworth, Jessica Coyle, Grace harris, Rose Ioannou, Samuel 
McCann, Jamie Muston and Elise Wong (11/2014). International 
Baccalaureate student, Bianca Bacchiella (11/2014) performed a 
violin piece by the Spanish composer, Sarasate.

Music Uniform:  I regularly receive compliments from members 
of the public on the presentation and deportment of Grammar 
students when they perform.  In particular, the Performance 
Uniform is often mentioned for its glamour and classiness. 
Therefore, it is essential that the Performance Uniform is in good 
repair and worn properly.  I particularly ask parents to ensure 
that boys wear black socks with the uniform, and that the black 
shirt has a collar that fits comfortably around the neck with the 
top button done up.  Girls’ skirts must be six centimetres from 
the floor.  Stockings must be sheer. We ask parents to check that 
their child’s uniform is in order in advance of a performance so 
that there is no scramble (such as sewing on buttons) just before 
a performance.

Instrumental/Vocal Lessons:  I remind parents that the enrolment 
agreement for instrumental and vocal lessons states that enrolment 
is for a semester (two terms) and that there is no refund for fees 
if a student withdraws during a semester.  We encourage parents 
to encourage their children to practise and persevere with their 
lessons to reap the rewards of musical endeavour.

Curricular and Co-Curricular Nexus:  At Townsville Grammar 
School, we use the terms ‘Curricular Music’ to refer to music in 
the classroom, and ‘Co-Curricular Music’ to refer to the ensemble 
programme and instrumental/vocal tuition.  It is important to note 
we use the term ‘co’ deliberately to indicate that the ensembles 
and individual instrumental lessons are ‘with’ or alongside the 
curriculum, and are effectively separate branches of the same 
entity of Music within the School.  As such, participation in 
the co-curricular programme assumes the same diligence and 
commitment to attendance and preparation as one would expect 
for work in the classroom.  I commend the many Grammar 
students who have demonstrated such stunning commitment to 
their musical development in the classroom and/or ensembles 
during the year.  As we have stated in the Music Charter, ‘Musical 
excellence is achieved through dedication and perseverance’.

Eisteddford Performances:  At the time of writing the Townsville 
Eisteddfod is in progress.  Results of section winners will be 
published in the October edition of the Principal’s Newsletter.

Speech Night:  The ensembles performing at Speech Night are 
working hard to prepare their music. This year we have some 
exciting performances planned.

MR SAMUEL BLANCH
samuel.blanch@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The dIreCTor of sPorT
It’s at this point in the year that many sporting seasons draw 
to a close.  Celebrating a season is important for all teams and 
squads.  It allows individuals and groups to be recognized for 
their performances and coaches, support staff and families to 
be thanked for their contributions throughout the year.  Whilst 

ceremonies present opportunities for these people to be publically 
recognized, quite often it’s the quiet recognition of a personal 
thank you that is truly appreciated by those who so generously 
give their time to support or coach.  I encourage all players and 
squad members to make that personal thank you to the people 
who have made a special contribution to your season this year. 

Rowing:  The prestigious ‘Head of the River’ regatta was held on 
Sunday, 24 August.  This final regatta for the year is the Grand Final 
for the rowing season.  Preparation for this event began in March 
and required tremendous commitment from students, coaches 
and their families in order to achieve the outstanding results listed 
below. 

‘Head of the River’ Results:

5 Gold, 6 Silver and 3 Bronze medals across 20 events:

Gold Medals Crews

• Girls Year 8 Quad Scull:  Claire Brooke, Niki Wrigglesworth, 
Alice Turnour, Sul-Gi Kim (8/2014), Brianna MacDonald 
(9/2014) (Cox) 

• Boys Year 8 Single Scull:  Benjamin McEwen (8/2014)

• Boys Year 8 Double Scull: Benjamin McEwen, Jackson Green 
(8/2014) 

• Boys Year 8 Quad Scull:  Benjamin McEwen, Jackson Green, 
Finn Newsway, Dennis Perez-Castillo (8/2014), Eliza McKay 
(9/2014) (Cox) 

• Girls Year 10 Double Scull:  Ella Thompson, emma Green 
(10/2014)

At the recent Rowing Dinner, all rowers and their coaches were 
recognized for their outstanding achievements throughout the 
year. The individual award winners from the evening are listed 
below:

Middle School

MaLe feMaLe

Most Improved Finn Newsway (8/2014) Jasmine Tait (9/2014)

Best Rower Ben McEwen (8/2014) Sul-Gi Kim (8/2014)

Senior School

MaLe feMaLe
Most Improved Aditya Suvarna 10/2014) Alicia Young (10/2014)

Best Rower James McGettigan 
(11/2014) & Liam 
MacDonald (11/2014)

Ella Thompson 
(10/2014)

Major Awards

Best Coxswain Brianna MacDonald (9/2014)
MVr female Whitney Brown (12/2014)
MVr Male Jayden Livock (10/2014)

Netball:  Twenty-five teams represented Grammar throughout 
the season ranging from our youngest ‘Moddies’ teams to our 
most senior ‘Cadets’ team.  Twenty-one of these teams play in 
competitions with finals campaigns and, of these, nine qualified 
for finals.    After two weeks of finals matches 2 Grammar teams 
had earned a place in the Grand Final on Saturday, 13 September.  
Congratulations to Grammar 16 coached by Ms Anna Knox and 
Grammar 20 coached by Mrs Sandie Harvey and Ms Kaitlynne 
Warren, both winning their respective Grand Finals.
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The Netball Dinner was held on Friday, 12 September and 
netballers from Grammar 1-19 celebrated 2014 with every team 
recognised and individual awards presented to the Most Improved 
Player and Best and Fairest Player for each team.  The awards for 
the top division teams are listed below:

MosT IMProVed BEST & FAIREST

Grammar 1 - Cadets Tahryn Kellie 
(11/2014)

Natasha Robinson 
(10/2014)

Grammar 2 - Inter A Eleanor Skuza 
(10/2014)

Shelby Hill (10/2014)

Grammar 11 - 14 Lexie Pattel (9/2014) Alice Adebiyi (8/2014)

Grammar 12 - 14 Lou-Isa Natoga 
(7/2014)

Madison Irving 
(8/2014)

Rugby:  The Club Rugby programme has 9 teams representing 
Grammar in the Townsville District Rugby Union competition 
ranging from U8 to U17.  Of the 9 Grammar teams, 6 qualified 
for finals in their respective age groups.  The Rugby Dinner will be 
held on Friday, 10 October.  North Ward teams will be recognised 
for their achievements throughout the year with some individuals 
being recognised for their special efforts within the team.  A report 
of these award winners will be provided in the next edition of the 
Principals Newsletter.

Junior School Club Netball and Rugby Dinner:  The Junior School 
Club Netball and Rugby Dinner was held on Wednesday, 17 
September.  Netballers from Grammar 20-25 and Rugby players 
from the U8 and U11 teams celebrated 2014 with each team 
recognised and individual awards presented to high performing 
players in each team. 

Swim@Grammar:  The Swim@Grammar programme returns in 
Term 4.  The training schedule is provided below:

• Tuesday and Thursday mornings:  6:30-7:30am

• Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons:  3:30-4:30pm

To access the Swim@Grammar programme in Term 4 students 
must be able to complete the following:

• Swim a distance of 50m without stopping in the following 
strokes: Freestyle, Backstroke and either Breastroke or 
Butterfly with relative proficiency.

• Be able to complete a 1hr training session.

• Ideally, access 2 sessions per week.

Students interested in accessing the Swim@Grammar programme 
are encouraged to attend the afternoon sessions in the first week 
of Term 1 and have their swimming assessed by the Kokoda Spirit 
Club coaches.  For more information please contact the Director of 
Sport, Mr Ken Raven, 0418 734 418 or the Head Swim Coach, Mr 
Glenn Beringen, 0413 874 401.

High Achievers in Sport:

• Hannah Astbury (11/2014) has been selected to represent 
Australia for the U16 Schoolgirls Hockey squad and will 
compete in Germany during May in 2015.

• Tesfa Nethery (8/2014) was selected to represent Queensland 
for Cross Country at the National Championships held in 
Albany, Western Australia during August.

• Jake Rebgetz (12/2014) was recently selected in the 
Queensland U20 Indoor Cricket team.

• The Queensland Short Course Swimming Championships 
were recently held at the Chandler Pool complex in Brisbane.  
The following students achieved outstanding results at the 
meet: Aidan Leong (12/2014) won two gold medals in the 16 
years 50m freestyle and 16 years 100m freestyle, and a silver 
in the 16 years 200m freestyle; Lara Leong (8/2014) won a 
gold in the 12 year girls 100m backstroke and Jacob Krayem 
(7/2014) won a silver in the 12 years 200m Individual Medley.

• The following students have recently qualified to represent 
North Queensland for Athletics: Luke Mustard (5/2014), 
Jacob Krayem, Yideg Nethery (7/2014), nell harris, Tesfa 
Nethery (8/2014), Jake Doran, Nemo Matson (9/2014), 
Michael Crane (10/2014), Emma Henderson, Ashley Brooke, 
Annelise Pretzsch – Kalsgaard (11/2014), Anna Staib, Hayden 
Kerr and Alex Ellis (12/2014).

Footnote:  It is my intention within this section to recognise appropriate sporting 
achievements of students within the School.  I am always happy to receive this 
information from parents, so please do not hesitate to keep me in touch.  N.B.  For 
space reasons, recognition is normally limited to NQ representation standard or 
higher.

MR KEN RAVEN
ken.raven@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The dIreCTor of TeaCher 
PerforManCe and deVeLoPMenT
AITSL:  The Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership  
provides national leadership for the Australian, State and Territory 
Governments in promoting excellence in the profession of teaching 
and school leadership. 

AITSL’s mission is to promote excellence in teacher and school 
leader practice for the benefit of all young Australians. They 
provide policies, advice and resources to support all Australian 
educators to become expert practitioners.

Here at Grammar we are dedicated to developing excellence in 
our teaching practice.  With the support of AITSL, we have seven 
Standards which outline what teachers should know and be able 
to do. 

The Standards are grouped into three domains of teaching: 
Professional Knowledge, Professional Practice and Professional 
Engagement.  Within each Standard, focus areas provide further 
illustration of teaching knowledge, practice and professional 
engagement. 

With this clear picture of quality teaching we are able to support 

Grammar 20 celebrating their Grand Final win
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each other through professional conversation, feedback and 
ongoing learning to provide the best possible learning experiences 
for our students.

MRS JODIE DAVEY
jodie.davey@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The sChooL CounseLLor
Promoting good mental health in children and young people:  
Promoting good mental health in children and young people 
makes kids feel better, learn better and helps them handle life’s 
challenges. 

Having good mental health doesn’t mean you don’t have 
difficulties or worries.  Feeling worried, sad or fearful are all normal 
emontions.  Having good mental health allows you to cope with 
what life challenges you with.  Michael Grose (Parenting Educator) 
talks about 10 ways to assist in promoting mental health in young 
people.

1. Model good mental health habits
  Children learn what they live, so make sure they see good 
mental health habits first hand.

2. Make sure they get enough sleep
One of the single most powerful strategies to improve abilities 
to cope with stressful or changing situations is ensuring that 
children get enough sleep.

3. Encourage your children to exercise
Exercise stimulates the chemicals that improve mood and 
release the stress that builds up over a day. 

4. Encourage creative outlets
It helps children to experience the state of “flow”.  This is the 
state of getting so immersed in an activity that you forget 
about time and place.

5. Provide a space on their own
Children of all ages benefit from having some space of their 
own where they can think. 

6. Talk about their troubles
Talking about what’s worrying you is a great way to remove 
the burden of worry and reduce anxiousness.  Children often 
can’t tell you what may be wrong, so be observant and gently 
ask questions to help gain a clearer picture of how they might 
be feeling.

7. Help them relax
The ability to relax and get away from the stresses of everyday 
life is essential.

8. Have two routines – weekday and weekend
Families need a second, more relaxed weekend routine that 
helps children relax and unwind.  It’s important to have this 
release valve if families are flat out busy during the week.

9. Foster volunteering and helpfulness
Social isolation is a huge predictor of poor mental health.  
Encourage your child to be connected to and help others in 
any way possible. 

10. Bring fun and playfulness into their lives
If you see your child constantly stressed or overwhelmed by 
events, change the mood by going to a movie, joining them in 
a game or finding other ways to have fun with them.

MRS DANNIELLE CHARGE
counsellor@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM The Careers adVIsor
Year 12 QTAC Submissions:  The Queensland Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (QTAC) submissions close on 30 September, 2014 for 
placements at University or TAFE in 2015.  The process for course 
selection is the same for other states in Australia; however 
students need to submit their applications to the relevant 
University Admissions Centre (VTAC, UAC, SATAC or TISC).  Year 12 
students have up to 6 choices of university courses in Queensland, 
12 in Victoria and 9 in New South Wales.  Students need to base 
their preferences on the QTAC application in order of their “Ideal”, 
“Realistic” and “Foot-in-door” courses.  Ensure they have their 
preferences in chronological order for the Major Offer Rounds.  
Offer rounds can begin as early as December, 2014 and then 
preferences can be re-ordered for the next offer rounds in January 
and February.   The initial application costs $35 which includes 3 
free changes.  

The first major offer round for 2015 is 15 January, with the 
second major offer round occurring on 5 February.  Students 
are encouraged to either accept or defer an offer outright or 
conditionally accept an offer in the hope of getting a higher 
preference in the next offer round.  Students should never reject 
an offer nor let an offer lapse.  They must respond to an offer by 
the due date or forfeit a placement at University.

There are Special Admissions Schemes available for various groups 
that allow students to access bonus rank points in order to increase 
their Overall Position (OP) for Tertiary Entrance.  This can include:

• Educational Access Scheme (EAS)

• Year 12 Bonus Rank Schemes

• Access and Equity Schemes

• Regional Preference Schemes

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Admissions

I will be available on email for any questions in the first week of 
the holidays in the lead up to the due date of 30 September, 2014.  
Students should be accessing the “Online Services” on the QTAC 
website now.  For more information on applying, go to Section 
One of the QTAC Booklet or visit their website at: http://www.
qtac.edu.au/Applying/ApplyingHome.html 

A reminder for important dates on the QTAC calendar:

Q

T

a

C

Applications Open 5 Aug 2014
Due 30 Sept 2014

Conservatorium applications Due 24 Oct 2014
OP available 20 Dec 2014
Last date to change QTAC 
preferences

7 Jan 2015

Major offer round 15 Jan 2015
February offer round 5 Feb 2015

MS BETH GILPATRICK
beth.gilpatrick@tgs.qld.edu.au

MaTheMaTICs faCuLTY uPdaTe
QAMT Quiz:  The Year 8 Inter-class Maths Quiz was a popular event, 
with Michael Carroll, Stephanie Kim, sachin Patel and Angus 
Marsh-Brown selected to represent the School in the Townsville 
District Year 8 QAMT Quiz.  Our team won this competition; an 
excellent result!
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Mathematics Challenge for Young Australians:  In Term 2 a 
number of students from Years 7-10 completed the Mathematics 
Challenge for Young Australians, a problem solving competition 
for elite mathematicians.  The results were very pleasing with 3 
Distinctions and 9 Credit certificates awarded.  Distinctions were 
awarded to Emma Zischke (7/2014), Mason Blizzard and sachin 
Patel (8/2014).

Australian Mathematics Competition:  This competition was held 
in August with over 130 students choosing to participate.  Once 
again, Grammar students achieved impressive results, with Prizes 
awarded to two students: Max Tory and Sachin Patel (8/2014).  
As well, eight students received High Distinctions, 39 received 
Distinctions and 61 received Credits, with 36% of the group 
achieving a Distinction or better. Congratulations to the following 
High Distinction winners:  Hayden Littlejohn (7/2014), Matthew 
Maguire, Floyd Hooper, Brendan Pierotti (9/2014), Joshua 
Lin, Henry Lai (11/2014), Eliza Croft and Kuangxi (Kevin) Zhou 
(12/2014).

MRS KERRI HILL
kerri.hill@tgs.qld.edu.au

Modern LanGuaGes faCuLTY uPdaTe
Townsville and District Annual Japanese Speech Competition:   
The following students of Japanese were successful in this year’s 
Townsville and District Annual Japanese Speech Competition.  The 
competition is organised each year by a steering committee of 
Japanese teachers working in Townsville across the state, catholic 
and private sectors.

Clare Melvin (12/2014) was awarded 3rd place in the Year 12 
section for her speech comparing the process of getting a driving 
licence in Japan and in Australia.

Krishna Patel and Gemma O’Kane (10/2014) tied for 1st place in 
the Year 10 section.  Both students are widely travelled and talked 
about their recent travel experiences across Europe and Japan.

Min Jin Oh (9/2014) was awarded 2nd place in the Year 9 section 
for her speech which focussed on the topic of school life.

Nikhita Nair (7/2014) received 3rd place in the Year 7 section of 
the competition.  Year 7 students must master and present a set 
speech which focusses on a variety of simple topics.  

Townsville and District Italian Speech Competition:  This 
Competition brings together students of Italian from Townsville, 
Ingham and the Burdekin.    

The following students were successfully placed:

Brittaneigh Cross (12/2014) was awarded 3rd place for her speech 
during which she talked about her future plans.

Kelsie Stokes (11/2014) wrote and presented a speech on the topic 
of ‘I enjoy…’.  Kelsie was awarded 2nd place for her presentation.

Maison Lukic-Bristow and Catherine Christaldi (10/2014) were 
awarded 2nd and 3rd place, respectively, in the Year 10 section.  
Both students wrote their speeches on the topic of school life.

Brendan Pierotti (9/2014) talked about ‘My Favourite Place’.  He 
was awarded 3rd place for his speech.

Owen Spanswick (7/2014) focussed on the topic of ‘Italy’.  Owen 
received 2nd place for his presentation.

MRS KATHLEEN WISEMAN
kathleen.wiseman@tgs.qld.edu.au

sCIenCe faCuLTY uPdaTe
National Youth Science Forum:  The National Youth Science Forum 
is for Year 11 students who are interested in careers in Science or 
Engineering.  It gives them an opportunity to meet with scientists, 
researchers, academics and industry representatives over the 
course of a two week programme in January.  Selection  is highly 
competitive and the process is quite gruelling.  We are very 
pleased to announce that Ananya Sangla (11/2014) will attend 
the programme in January, 2015.  Congratulations, Ananya!

DR CAROLYN MOORES
carolyn.moores@tgs.qld.edu.au

P.F. ROWLAND LIBRARY UPDATE
Book Week:  Children’s Book Week, which was celebrated from 
18-22 August this year, was the opportunity for the Library 
to promote the benefits of reading.  We offered students the 
chance to participate in a Scavenger Hunt through the Library 
as they searched for information to help them complete their 
list of twenty-one reasons to read.  Students had fun and there 
were plenty of prizes  (beautiful new books, of course!) for the 
winners  to choose from.  The winners were Ziying Ni, Kesse 
Johnson and Tarni Deacon-Johnstone (7/2014).  We will have 
more competitions in store next year to keep you all coming back 
to enjoy the wonderful resources the Library has to offer.

MRS MARILYN BUCHHOLZ
marilyn.buchholz@tgs.qld.edu.au

Chess uPdaTe
Interschool Gardiner Chess Competition:  On 20 August, students 
from both campuses competed at the third round of the 
Interschool Gardiner Chess Competition.  The tournament was  
held in the Edmund Rice Building at Ignatius Park College.  The 
Senior Premiers team, Townsville Grammar 1, performed strongly 
and came away 3rd in their division of the competition.  Honours 
went to team leader, Brendan Pierotti (9/2014) who was the top 
Board 1 player in the Senior Tournament while sam Tory (11/2014) 
was placed 3rd in points and Levi Smith (11/2014) won a ribbon of 
Merit for his fantastic performance.

In the Open Division, Townsville Grammar Team 2, won this 

Well done girls!
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section of the competition.  The team consisted of team leader, 
Tony Michael, Travis O’Neill, newcomer to the team, eloise 
Pienaar (10/2014) and Praneeth Kurapati (8/2014).  Well done to 
all players in this successful team.

Even though the students have completed this year’s round 
of tournaments, Chess Club is still operating strongly, every 
Wednesday lunchtime in the Library.  Newcomers are welcome to 
take on this fun and enjoyable game as part of their co-curricular 
activities at the School.

MRS MARILYN BUCHHOLZ
marilyn.buchholz@tgs.qld.edu.au

CoMMunITY serVICe uPdaTe
Pens and Paper to PNG Appeal:  Each year, the TGS Interact Club 
works to support those in need both locally and internationally. 
This year our Interact Board initiated a new way of supporting an 
international group though the Pens and Paper to PNG appeal.  

In two weeks thousands of pens, pencils, writing paper, children’s 
books and other stationery items were collected.  These will be 
shipped to a school in the village of Baikakea in Bialla district of 
West New Britain Province (PNG).  This village school services the 
educational needs of hundreds of children from 4 villages and 
surrounding areas.

TGS Interact Club is honoured to be able to assist these children in 
such a tangible way.

Also supporting this worthy cause at a recent Buddy Assembly the 
Friendly Schools Committee and the Year 7 and 9 ‘buddies’ raised 
$80 for the Pens and Paper for PNG Appeal.  It is wonderful to see 
this collaboration and community-mindedness shining through in 
Year 9 committee work.

Zonta Birthing Kits:  This month members of the Interact Club 
helped assemble 200 Zonta Birthing Kits.  Interact pays for the 
items to be assembled and pays for the postage of these kits 
to women in third world countries.  Members of our club then 
work to put these kits together under sterile conditions.  Each 
kit contains: a sterile piece of plastic one metre square, a sterile 
blade, soap, 5 pieces of gauze, 3 pieces of string, 2 surgical gloves.  
With these inexpensive, simple tools the rate of infant mortality 
and maternal death and disease from childbirth have been 
significantly improved.  Interact is proud to work with the Zonta 
Club of Townsville to aid in this international project.

War Divides – Music Connects:  Since 2011, the Townsville 
Grammar Music Community has supported the international 
charity, Musicians Without Borders.  This non-government 
organisation, established in 1999, is a global network organisation 
using the power of music for healing and reconciliation in areas 
torn by war and conflict.  Musicians without Borders develops 
projects in response to local needs and in cooperation with local 
musicians and civil society organisations. 

Following donations from concerts and the recent Music Tour, 
Townsville Grammar School has sent $3,500 to Musicians Without 
Borders, which will be used primarily to help HIV positive youth 
and children in Rwanda.

Doctors without Boarders:  Following a School appeal, the Year 9 
Social Committee chose to donate an extra $200 from funds raised 
to Doctors Without Borders in the aftermath of the MH17 disaster. 

DEBATING UPDATE
Interschool Grand Final:  Congratulations to Mrs Abraham’s team 
on reaching the Grand Final in the Years 7/8 competition.  The 
team consisted entirely of Year 7 students and on the night came 
within three points of victory.  Well done to Jared Heymann, Kevin 
Mathew and Owen Spanswick, (7/2014) and Emma Robertson 
and Maddison Smythe (7/2014) who debated in Rounds 1 and 2 
and chaired proceedings.  A very impressive performance for our 
young charges, which augurs well for our Years 7/8 competition 
next year.

We also look forward to our Senior debaters who contest their 
Grand Final in the early stages of next term.  The team is coached 
by Mrs Dannielle Charge and members are Catherine Adebiyi, 
Joshua Lin, Ananya Sangla (11/2014) and Chelsea Gerrard 
(12/2014).

MR DAVID O’REGAN
david.oregan@tgs.qld.edu.au

Supporting Community Service
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T h e  I m p o r Ta n c e  o f  r S V p s
The School organises a number of very popular functions 
throughout the year and many of these events require an 
RSVP.  We often require on-line bookings and your courtesy 
and support for this process is essential if we are to deliver a 
service that meets everyone’s needs, especially when catering 

is involved.

W aT c h  T h I S  S p a c e !
In response to feedback we have been receiving regarding our 
School app, we are changing to a new School App provider 

very shortly.

We will email everyone when the new App is available.  You 
will need to delete the old one and install our new one for 

updates from Term 4, 2014.

Stay tuned for more information and better communication 
to you.

Have you visited our School’s website lately?
News, event bookings, sports updates, contact information and 
pdf files of most School documents are all conveniently available 

in this one spot: www.tgs.qld.edu.au

Make it one of your Favourites!

p l e a S e  h e l p  U S  K e e p  Y o U r  c h I l d r e n  S a f e !
It is imperative that Parents obey the road and parking signs when dropping off and collecting students before 

and after School.  

Large numbers of children enter and exit our campuses at very traffic congested times.  Please exercise caution 
and patience in our School Zones, particularly during the School Zone times.  Parents parking illegally and in bus 

zones endanger the lives of our students. 

NORTH SHORE CAMPUS 
CONSTRUCTION WELL UNDERWAY!
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
AUGUST 1914 AND THE SCHOOL

Much has been made in recent weeks about the involvement of Australian forces in the days after Great Britain declared war on Germany on 
August 4, 1914.  Prior to this date, Prime Minister Joseph Cook had offered to place the Australian Navy at the disposal of the British Admiralty.  
With a German presence in New Guinea, the navy and citizen forces were soon called into action to protect the northern boundaries of 
Australia.  By August 8, local and regional troops were assembled in Townsville and Cairns and then sent to Thursday Island as coastal defence.  
Over five hundred troops from the Townsville region were joined by a similar number from the Cairns region. 

Of the one thousand troops who sailed, the majority came from the Queensland Kennedy Regiment and the Citizen’s Force (a group aged 
between 18 and 60 from North Queensland Rifle Clubs).  When the troops arrived on Thursday Island they were asked if they wanted to sign 
on for active duties.  Some five hundred agreed to sign on and thus became what was termed the Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary 
Force [ANMEF].  This became the 2nd Battalion ANMEF and later were called the Dirty 500. They were joined by a force of fifteen hundred from 
Sydney. 

Research of past students involved in this initial foray into World War I shows the names of eight past students.  Their involvement in the War 
is a sad albeit interesting one.  Alfred Dodd MEHAN [1908 and re-enrolled in 1911] was the only past student who sailed from Sydney with 
the ANMEF [Tropical Unit] E Company to serve on Thursday Island. On his return to Australia he enlisted in the AIF in September 1915 and then 
served in Egypt and France.  Mehan was awarded a Military Cross while in France.

Five past students sailed on the TSS Kanowna, two from Townsville on August 8, 1914 and three from Cairns on August 11, 1914.  The two 
from Townsville were both boarders at Grammar and came from the Charters Towers region. Thomas Harold STABLER [1904] went on to 
serve on Thursday Island till May 25, 1915 before travelling overseas where he served at Gallipoli and on the Western Front.  Christian Martin 
JOHNSON [1906-08] was a scholarship student who attained Sydney University Entrance Honours but chose to work with the AMP Society on 
leaving school.  He was a keen sportsman who represented the Old Boys’ Association at cricket.  He served on Thursday Island until January 
1915.  On returning to Australia he enlisted to serve in the AIF and he served at Gallipoli and on the Western Front.  Johnson was wounded on 
July 29, 1916 in France and on his return from hospital was killed in action on November 15, 1916.  Johnson’s Mentioned in Despatches was 
promulgated in the London Gazette of December 28, 1917.

Of the three past students who embarked from Cairns on August 11, 1915, two were day students and one a boarder.  Roi DANNER [1907-
1908] is an interesting case.  His grandparents were of German heritage although they had lived in Australia for many years.  Roi’s grandfather, 
Arminius Danner, had become a naturalized Australian a month after the war broke out.  As Roi was born in Queensland it has to be assumed 
that he was an Australian.  However, there is no evidence to show that he took further part in the War following his return to Cairns after the 
abortive attempt of the Kanowna to unload troops on Thursday Island.

Another past student to suffer the same fate as Danner on the Kanowna was Joseph Edward SPARKS [1908-1910].  
Unlike Danner, Sparks enlisted in the AIF on his return to Cairns.  He went on to serve at Gallipoli where he was severely 
wounded on May 9, 1915.  As a result of his wounds he had his left arm amputated and received shrapnel wounds on 
his legs.  On the Speech Day held on June 16, 1916 the Headmaster, Mr Rowland, welcomed Joseph Sparks back to the 
school and spoke about the loss of six past students on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

The boarder from Cairns was John Francis WALSH [1904-1906].  A talented all round sportsman, 
Walsh was best remembered at the School as being the first student to obtain a first class pass 
in Chemistry at the Sydney University Junior Examinations.  On his return to Cairns he enlisted 
in the AIF and was sent to Gallipoli.  Walsh was killed in action on April 28, 1915.  He was the 
first past student to be killed in conflict.

Sydney Woodfield HARRIS enrolled at the School in 1895, aged nine years.  He was a student until 1903 before joining 
the staff of the Townsville Harbour Board. Harris enlisted in 3rd Battalion Special Tropical Corps and was involved in the 
overthrow of the Germans in New Guinea.  From the 3rd Battalion he was moved over to the Department of Agriculture 
and was to remain in Rabaul until 1923, years after the war had ended.

The seventh past student involved in that first year was George Alex TUFFLEY who sailed on the S.S.Han to serve as a 
sergeant with the Thursday Island Papua group as a member of that expeditionary force on the island.  On his return to Australia he enlisted 
in the AIF and served in France.  He was killed in action on August 29, 1916. 

Of the eight past students involved in Australia’s initial foray in the War, few of them would have encountered any military action.  However, 
five of them would later enlist in the AIF and see action in Gallipoli, the Western Front and the Middle East.  Three of them, sadly, would pay 
with their lives.  As Mr Rowland said at the 1916 Speech Day:

 “Think not in vain that they died
 Who died for land and home:
 They blazed Australia’s fame
 For all time to come”

MR BILL MULLER
archives@tgs.qld.edu.au

J.E. Sparks

J.F. Walsh
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ausT
Hannah Astbury (11/2014) - Hockey
Jordan Baxter (8/2014) - Tae Kwon Do 
Alexander Ellis (12/2014) - Athletics
Chelsea Gerrard (12/2014) - Triathlon
Anna Staib (12/2014) - Athletics

QLD
Tamara Astubury (12/2014) - Hockey Officiating
Emma Barsi (11/2014) - Sailing
Chris Barsi (9/2014) - Sailing
Ryan Baxter (7/2014) - Tae Kwon Do
Joshua Bertucci (9/2014) - Futsal, Football
Mason Blizzard (8/2014) - Futsal, Football
Emily Busch (12/2014) - Indoor Netball
Travis Busch (7/2014) - Indoor Cricket
Emma Henderson (11/2014) - Athletics
Sarah Hesp (11/2014) - Basketball
Kate Irving (10/2014) - Gymnastics
Sanjeevan Ketheesan (10/2014) - Hockey
Jacob Krayem (7/2014) - Football
Aidan Leong (12/2014) - Swimming
Kira Muller (10/2014) - Pool Rescue
Tesfa Nethery (8/2014) - Cross Country
Yideg Nethery (7/2014) - Athletics
Lauren Nolan (7/2014) - Tae Kwon Do 
Annelise Pretzsch-Kalsgaard (11/2014) - Athletics
Jake Rebgetz (12/2014) - Indoor Cricket, Mixed
   Netball
Jordan Reichhold (10/2014) - Basketball
Sheridan Reichhold (10/2014) - Basketball
Dominique Rowbotham-Spampinato (6/2014) -
   Football
Kajsa Souter (9/2014) - Athletics
Anna Staib (12/2014) - Netball
Thomas Watson (11/2014) - Rugby Officiating
Joshua Williams (11/2014) - AFL

NQ
Tamara Astubury (12/2014) - Hockey
Morgan Baker (12/2014) - Rugby Union
Jon Balaam (6/2014) - BMX
Max Balaam (7/2014) - BMX 
Joshua Bertucci (9/2014) - Football
Alyssa Binder (6/2014) - Netball
Brandon Blatchford (11/2014) - Water Polo
Liam Bonner (12/2014) - Cross Country
Sheldon Brennan (11/2014) - Rugby Union
Ashley Brooke (11/2014) - Athletics
Patrick Burke (12/2014) - Rugby Union
Emily Busch (12/2014) - Netball
Travis Busch (7/2014) - Cricket
Bernard Chong (10/2014) - Rugby League, Rugby
   Union
Mitchell Clarke (11/2014) - Rugby Union
Brittany Courtney (5/2014) - Swimming
Michael Crane (10/2014) - Athletics
Jack Cream (8/2014) - Rugby Union
Jye Davies (7/2014) - Cricket, Football
Thomas Davies (7/2014) - Hockey
Oliver de Jersey (9/2014) - Cross Country
Nicholas (Jake) Doran (9/2014) - Athletics
Corin Feist (9/2014) - Sailing
Matthew Ferguson (4/2014) - Cross Country
Chelsea Gerrard (12/2014) - Water Polo,
   Swimming, Cross Country
Georgia Gorrie (6/2014) - Tennis 
Reiley Guest (11/2014) - AFL
Nell Harris (8/2014) - Athletics
Ashani Hazratwala (5/2014) - Tennis
Gerard Hayes (5/2014) - Cross Country
Emma Henderson (11/2014) - Touch Football,
   Cross Country
Kelsey Hesp (9/2014) - Touch Football
Harrison Hughes (9/2014) - Rugby Union
William Hunter (10/2014) - Touch Football

Sally Jones (7/2014) - Gymnastics
Tahryn Kellie (11/2014) - Cross Country
Zac Kenway (12/2014) - Rugby Union
Hayden Kerr (12/2014) - Athletics
Jacob Krayem (7/2014) - Swimming, Athletics
Emily Lafferty (6/2014) - Hockey
Aidan Leong (12/2014) - Swimming
Lara Leong (8/2014) - Swimming
Brett MacElroy (11/2014) - Rugby Union
Matthew Maguire (9/2014) - Sailing, Cross
   Country
Nemo Matson (9/2014) - Athletics
Jake McAuliffe-Fickling (5/2014) - Basketball
Christian Minuzzo (7/2014) - Football
Luke Moran (9/2014) - Cricket, Rugby Union
Yideg Nethery (7/2014) - Cross Country 
Nicholas Owens (11/2014) - Cricket
Isabelle Oxley (9/2014) - Sailing, Cross Country
Danette Potgieter (9/2014) - Cross Country
Jordan Ramm (11/2014) - Sailing
Jake Rebgetz (12/2014) - Hockey
Siddarth Roche (10/2014) - Hockey
Sophie Russell (9/2014) - Swimming
Angus Small (11/2014) - Rugby Union
Noah Smith (7/2014) - Basketball 
Owen Spanswick (7/2014) - Hockey, Sailing
Alexander Springall (12/2014) - Rugby Union
Anna Staib (12/2014) - Water Polo
Ammie Stephenson (7/2014) - Netball
Elsie Stoeckl (12/2014) - Cross Country
Dale Stothart (10/2014) - Basketball
Ben Thompson (11/2014) - Rugby Union
Sebastian Von Mellenthin (8/2014) - Football
Keedan Walker (9/2014) - Sailing
Tom Watts (8/2014) - Cricket
Thomas Watson (11/2014) - Water Polo 
Tia Wilkinson (7/2014) - Hockey
Nathan Wright (6/2014) - AFL

2014 SPORT HONOUR ROLL
STUDENTS ACKNOWLEDGED ON THIS HONOUR ROLL HAVE REPRESENTED THEIR SPORT, THROUGH A SELECTION 

PROCESS, AT NQ, STATE OR NATIONAL LEVEL DURING 2014.  

This Honour Roll will be progressively updated during the year to recognise Australian, Qld and NQ Representation.
(Club and/or School - both Primary and Secondary)

A.E. Smith & Sons 
Alfa Tiling P/L
All Blinds and Curtains
AON Risk Services
Avanti Fashion Boutique 
Beaches Pet Resort
Benny’s Hot Wok Café & Bar
Billie & Me
Black River Hair & Beauty
Boheme Beauty + Body
Butcher on Bundock
Cheryl’s Boutique
Courtney Dental
Daisy Maisy Flowers
Dentist on Paxton

Domain Shoes
Ella Baché
E.M.A. Electrics
Entropy
Fashion Zen Style
Gelatissimo
Georgio Clothing
Hairhouse Warehouse
Halls Firearms
Howards Storage World 
Ingham Road Seafoods
Jepson Media
Jewellery By Design
John Ioannou Chemist
La Porchetta

Loloma Jewellers
Meredith McMaster Millinery
Moon Hair and Beauty
Moore Stephens Queensland 
National Australia Bank 
National Telephone & Data (Townsville)
Northwest Construction Qld
N.P.S. Corporate 
N.Q. Fury
Office Choice - Pen to Paper 
Oracle Studio
Pickerings Auto Group
Pickerings BMW
Progress Book World
Roberts Nehmer McKee Lawyers 

Ruswin Integrated Security Systems
Sealink Qld P/L
Sweet Tooth Fairy
The Athlete’s Foot
The Beauty Room
The Flower Market
Tippett Schrock Architects 
Townsville Academy of Performing Arts
Townsville Golf Club
Troy Williams The Good Guys
Urban Loft 
Wilmar Sugar Aust. Ltd
Wulguru Meat Market
Yoga Balance

2014 SCHOOL SPONSORS
SUPPORT THE SPONSORS WHO ARE SUPPORTING YOUR SCHOOL IN 2014!  

WE ENCOURAGE THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY TO CONSIDER USING THE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES OF THE FOLLOWING  BUSINESSES.

Please contact Miss Marion Walker-Campbell (4722 4917) if we have inadvertently omitted your business from this Sponsors list.


