
24 March 2016

Dear Parents

Senior assessment for tertiary entrance purposes is about to undergo radical change in Queensland.

The current Year 9 cohort will be the first group of students to graduate under the new Senior Secondary 
Assessment system to be introduced from Year 11 in 2018.   

The current Year 9 cohort were also the first group to enter school as Prep students aged 5 by June 30 in 2007 
when Prep replaced preschool as the first year of school in Queensland.  We often refer to this cohort  as our 
“half-aged cohort” because the change of entry age meant that only half of the normal population of Prep 
students were eligible to start school that year.  It also means that this Year 9 group is an “older” cohort than 
their predecessors and will graduate up to 6 months older than was previously the case in Queensland.  At 
Grammar this “half-aged” cohort is just over 100 students, compared to our typical cohort size of 150-165. 

Since 1992, an OP result has reflected a state-wide ranking of students based on their overall achievement in 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) – approved subjects.  An OP has indicated how 
well a student has performed in comparison to all other OP-eligible students in Queensland with students 
placed in one of 25 OP bands from OP1 (highest) to OP25 (lowest).  When the OP system was introduced, the 
top 2% of students were awarded an OP1 but with the growth of alternative pathways and a significant fall in 
OP participation rates, the bands have been adjusted over the years to reflect a different candidature and this 
year the top 2.75% of students were awarded an OP1 result.  In essence, the eligible population has become 
increasingly smaller and more competitive and, at the other end of the scale, fewer and fewer students are now 
awarded OP22-25 results.  For example, in 2015, only 1.05% of all OP eligible students were awarded an 
OP22-25 result, compared with 11.73% in 1992.  This shift alone illustrates the appeal of non-OP pathways 
for an increasing number of Queensland students. 

The new Senior Secondary Assessment model will provide a changed approach to senior assessment, combining 
school-based assessment with external assessment.  Queensland students will be provided with an Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) instead of the current OP rank. 

A Senior Secondary Assessment Taskforce has been established by the Minister for Education, Kate Jones.  
From a school perspective, progress from this Taskforce has been slow to date, particularly given that our 
current Year 9 group will be making subject selection decisions for Year 10 later this year and curriculum 
development for introduction in Year 11 in 2018, is very much ‘work in progress’.

The Taskforce has supported the principle that all senior subject results will be based on a combination of 
four summative assessments and that new processes to enhance the comparability and quality of school-based 
assessment are required.  This is essential because three of the four assessments will be school-based with the 
fourth being externally administered, i.e. an external examination.  
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Minister officially opens GraMMar’s 
north shore early education centre
At a delightful and well attended ceremony held at our North Shore 
Campus, the Honourable Kate Jones MP, Minister for Education, 
joined the Chairman of the Board, Judge Stuart Durward, to 
officially open the School’s Early Education Centre (EEC) on 
Wednesday, 2 March.  Minister Jones spoke glowingly about the 
School’s initiative in growing educational choice in the northern 
suburbs and also used the opportunity to turn the first sod to mark 
work on Stage Two at the campus for students from Prep to Year 
3 in 2017. 

In recognition of Townsville Grammar School’s Gallipoli heritage, 
the EEC was named in honour of past staff member donald 
neil MacGregor who was killed on the first day of the Gallipoli 
campaign – 25 April, 1915.  Donald was a member of teaching 
staff at Townsville Grammar School from 1908-1911 and enlisted 
in August 1914.  He achieved the rank of Company Sergeant Major 
and is now buried at Quinn’s Post, ANZAC Cove. 

Enrolments for Prep to Year 3 next year are now open and enquiries 
can be directed to the Director of Enrolments, Mrs Kristell Scott 
(47224973 or kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au).

inauGural honG KonG reunion
The Director of Enrolments and the Principal recently travelled to 
Hong Kong for the 13th Annual Australian Boarding Schools Expo.  
We used this opportunity to host our first Past Grammarians 
Reunion in Hong Kong and we were delighted to make contact with 
a number of our past students, the most senior, graduating from 
TGS in 2004.  All of these young men and women have completed 
their tertiary studies in Australia and now work as professionals 
in Hong Kong – all spoke glowingly about their experiences in 
Australia and as overseas students at TGS.  A number of Past 
Grammarians also visited us at the Expo and assisted prospective 
families to assess the virtues of a Grammar education, for their 
child.

Front EntrancE WorKS – north Ward
In June/July, building works are planned to revamp the main 
entrance area adjacent the Blank Administration Building. Whilst 
these works are in progress, access to the building and front 
reception will need to be diverted through the other main entrance 
to the building, i.e. from the School House (northern) side.  We 
anticipate that these works will extend beyond the vacation period 
but obviously we are planning for the heavy work to be completed 
during the holiday break to minimise any resultant disruption to 
routines.

The main purpose of these works is to provide a more readily 
identifiable entrance area for visitors to the Campus and a weather 
protected area for students, particularly as they wait for pick up at 
the conclusion of the day.  At present, there is negligible shelter 
from sun or rain in this heavily populated area. Please see below, 
an artist’s impression of the finished entrance – still subject to 
some minor modifications.

profilinG upper priMary faculty
Our Upper Primary Teaching Team (Year 5 & 6) is a multidimensional 
group of educators who have the wellbeing of each individual 
student at the core of what they do each day.  Seeing them interact 
with students both in the classroom and playground, it is evident 
that they bring a good balance of high expectations and fun to 
what has to be completed.  It is their ongoing desire to connect 
with and engage their students in what is happening at school 
which is the real strength of this teaching team.

As an International Baccalaureate World School, Grammar will be well placed to prepare for the new system 
and, in particular, the external examination component of assessment, which will contribute between 25-50% 
of the overall ATAR result.  We have a significant number of staff who teach in the IB programme and already 
prepare senior students for a rigorous, open and accountable series of examinations at the end of Year 12.  Our 
staff are very comfortable working with externally administered syllabus documents and working with students on 
prescribed programmes of study.

As a school, we look forward to this change of direction in Queensland and the ongoing sharing of information 
from the Ministerial Taskforce.  In this context, a recent QCAA ‘frequently asked questions’ brochure is included 
for parent perusal.  

Yours sincerely

RICHARD FAIRLEY
Principal

Official opening of the North Shore Early Education Centre

Proud to be a Past Grammarian...

Artist’s Impression

Karl Cuthbert, Debbie Whitehead, Giles Derrett, Lizzie Wood, Sandie 
Harvey, Louise Symonds, Annabel Evans and Luke Brennan.
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The staff who have been members of the Grammar community for 
some years now and the new staff who have only recently arrived, 
join to make an awesome team of teachers who competently and 
confidently guide the senior students of the Annandale Campus 
through this important stage of schooling.

staffinG
* Ms annette cook - residential Services Manager

  At the end of term we farewell Ms annette cook as she retires 
after 24 years of service to the School community.  Annette has 
been an iconic character in her various roles and much loved 
by our boarders whom she has always treated as her second 
family.

  Annette began as a cook in 1992 and became our Tuckshop 
Convenor in 1995.  When the Annandale Campus opened in 
1997, it did not have its own tuckshop and orders were made 
up at North Ward and delivered to Annandale by Annette in an 
esky!

  In 2004, Annette was promoted to the role of Residential 
Services Manager and progressively became responsible for 
an increasing range of services including catering, laundry and 
cleaning.

  We wish Annette every happiness and good health in her well-
deserved retirement years.

*       With the return of head of Boarding, Mr chris Wilson, from 
long service leave at the end of term, the Acting Head of 
Boarding, Mr adrian Moran, will be released from this role 
and take on the acting head of Middle School position from 
next term.  This latter role has been temporarily covered by the 
head of senior school, Mrs Susie ahern, during Chris Wilson’s 
absence overseas.  We are very fortunate to have staff of the 
calibre of Mrs Ahern and Mr Moran who are so capable of 
taking on extra roles, when the need arises.

*   Congratulations to Mr Giles derrett (Primary Teacher/Director 
of Rugby) and samantha on the birth of their third child, 
Harvey William. 

*  Congratulations to Mrs Megan Worthington (Year Level Co-
ordinator/Science) and Mark on the arrival of their first child, 
Margaret May.  Both mother and daughter (pictured below) 
are well.

MR RICHARD FAIRLEY
richard.fairley@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the deputy principal
School ANZAC Service:  At 10:20am on friday, 22 april, the North 
Ward Campus will gather in the Quadrangle to pause and remember 
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for our country.  This 
solemn event particularly honours the 59 Past Grammarians who 
gave their lives in the two World Wars and Vietnam.  Members of 
the Townsville Grammar School Community are most welcome to 
attend our ANZAC Service.

North Ward Open Night:   This will take place on the North Ward 
Campus from 3:30pm until 7:00pm on thursday, 5 May.  Students 
on the North Ward Campus will be dismissed from School at 
1:00pm on this day.  Open Night is a “tie” event and students 
attending the evening should be dressed accordingly.

School Uniform:  Our uniform provides an appearance common to 
each and every student at Townsville Grammar School.  Wearing 
the School crest on the shirt pocket, close to the heart, says you 
are part of a community that takes pride in improving itself and 
stands for the values our School upholds.  

From time to time some students see fit to wear uniforms with 
incorrect short or skirt length, hats worn poorly, shoes that are in 
dire need of polish, inappropriate jewellery, incorrect belts or boys 
trying to go unshaven as a way to stand out.  It is wrong, not just 
because the uniform is incorrect, but because they’ve missed one 
of the most significant points of consistently high standards.

The thing that is unique to every student is their personality.  
Against the common backdrop of our School Uniform, who 
you are truly stands out.  Your characteristics, your quirks, your 
individuality, your difference shines through, and an attempt to 
stand out by wearing the uniform incorrectly is a poor substitute 
for showing your true self.

MR STEVEN MORRIS
steven.morris@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the director of studies
Outstanding Achievements:

•  alyssa Lee-Knauer (9/2016) has been awarded a Literature 
Scholarship to attend The Oxford Prep Experience later this 
year.  This is a significant achievement considering Oxford 

receive applications from some of the most talented budding 
writers from all around the world.

•  Emma Verkuijl (11/2016) has now successfully completed 
her first University subject through CQU and the SUN (Start 
Uni Now) programme.  This allows her direct access into 
university in certain courses and also adds to her QCE points 
(2 per subject).   It also is credited towards her degree at CQU 
or possibly credited at other universities if she chooses to go 
elsewhere.  

   Emma has also been awarded Best Diplomat at the recent 
United Nations Youth Australia Forum in Townsville.  As a 
result, she has been invited to attend the United Nations Youth 
Australia State Conference.

North Ward - Assessment Policy:  As the first term comes to a 
close it is timely to explain our policy regarding absence during 
examinations. There will be times where a student will be unable 
to sit an examination at the scheduled time due to illness or 
exceptional circumstances. In situations where the absence is 
known before hand, the School should be contacted and the 
situation explained so special consideration can be granted. 

In the case of illness on the day of an exam, a medical certificate is 
normally required.  It is also School policy not to allow early exams.  
The reason is to avoid possible compromise of the exam security.  
Whilst there is no advantage to the student sitting early, there 
could be to other students gaining ‘inside knowledge’ should the 
student choose to share details.  It is also important to recognise 
the examination is considered atypical as any missed exam is sat 
at a later date.  This means the result cannot be used to lift the 
student’s result higher, should the result be uncharacteristically 
better than their usual performance.  The exam can, however, be 
used to further support an existing Level of Achievement.

assessment Backing up:  It is important to remind your sons and 
daughters of the importance of maintaining multiple copies of 
assignment files.  Our School wide recommendation is for students 
to email any digital assessment items to themselves, in addition 
to copies on laptops, hard drives or USBs.  As a result, students 
always have access to a recent copy of any assessment they may 
be working on, should there be any device issues.

MR STEPHEN MONK
stephen.monk@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the head of school and positiVe 
education
Bullying Awareness Week:  Last week the School acknowledged 
the importance of tolerance and mutual respect by participating in 
our annual P-12 Bullying Awareness Week.  The Middle and Senior 
School leaders launched the week with a theme based School 
assembly where they focused on the mantra ‘How Bad We Need 
Each Other’.  Form teachers discussed bullying from a variety of 
angles ranging from the essence of bullying, identifying bullying 
and building respectful relationships to understanding the misuse 
of power and ensuring School is safe for everyone.  

If you are interested in exploring this issue further I encourage you 
to go to the Bullying. noWay! website http://www.bullyingnoway.
gov.au/ and take a look at the information on the the Parent portal.  

Your child can access the School’s on-line Bullying reporting 
system on Moodle or contact their Year Level Co-ordinator if they 
feel that they or their friends are being subjected to bullying. 

Positive Education:  Positive Education is directly linked to the 
benefits of Positive Psychology.  Positive Education is the framework 
that supports the P-12 Pastoral Care and Well-being Programme.  
It focuses on providing students and staff with the skills needed to 
manage and cope with opportunities and challenges in our ever-
changing world.  The framework aims to produce well-rounded 
and resilient individuals who are capable of thriving personally, 
academically and professionally and who are well-equipped to 
contribute to society in a satisfying and meaningful way.  

Positive Education is a whole School initiative that promotes 
positive emotions, engagement, relationships, meaning and 
accomplishment in order to thriVe.  As a community, we 
endeavour to promote a shared understanding of the language 
and psychological benefits of our Pastoral Care framework and 
encourage all members of our community to live a grateful and 
purposeful life. 

Year 7 Camp:  In what would prove to be the biggest camp 
endeavour yet, the entire Year 7 cohort departed for camp on 
Tuesday, 15 March, returning Friday, 18 March.  Their destination: 
Lake Tinaroo on the Atherton Tablelands!  Four fun filled days were 
spent participating in activities such as canoeing, stand up paddle 
boarding, archery, low ropes, catapult making and orienteering; 
with the nights spent battling in a trivia night, a high energy games 
and dance night and a very relaxing movie night.  

In addition to having fun and learning some new skills, the camp’s 
aim was for students to build relationships with each other to 
carry on through the rest of this year and into the remaining years 
of high school.  The cohort overwhelmingly reported having spent 
time getting to know someone and forming new friendships.  
Many thanks to all staff who gave up their personal time to attend 
the camp, and make it such a wonderful opportunity for our Year 
7 students.  

(Karen Kybus - camp co-ordinator)

MRS SUSIE AHERN
susan.ahern@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the head of Junior school
Interschool Swimming:  Congratulations to the Junior School 
team who competed so well at the recent Interschool Swimming 
Competition.  A terrific result of first place for the fourth year in 
a row, but the main achievement was all students performing to 
their best and giving 100% for themselves and their School.

Thank you for your loyal service!

...and baby makes three!

Building life-long relationships
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Grandparents and Special Friends Day:  Thank you to all our 
Grandparents and Special Friends who attended our biggest 
celebratory day of the year.  It was so good to see many familiar 
faces who have returned year after year and many new folk as 
well.  I can tell you the children get a huge kick out of the presence 
of their older and wiser special friends.

This is a lovely way to conclude a busy, fulfilling Term 1.  We hope 
many grandparents who have travelled to Townsville for this 
occasion are able to stay on for Easter and enjoy this time with 
their families and friends.

MR NOEL NETHERY
noel.nethery@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the actinG head of BoardinG
Time Flies:  The end is in sight of a very busy term.  It feels like we 
were greeting new and continuing parents just yesterday, instead 
of nine weeks ago.  This is a result of how busy life is in boarding.  
It is pleasing to be able to reflect on how well our new boarders 
are settling into their new way of life.  This is in no small part due 
to the wonderful ‘buddies’ that our current Year 12s are proving to 
be and the support they have from the boarding community.  With 
almost 35% of our boarding population new to boarding this year, 
the initial adjustment period has been made that much easier 
because so many boarders are there to support each other. 

McConachy House:  McConachy is home to boys in Years 10 and 11.  
There are currently 24 boys in the House; 11 are from Queensland, 
with the rest from Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea and the Islands.  
McConachy House is named after Malcolm McConachy, who was a 
boarder at Townsville Grammar School for five years, and was the 
only Grammar student killed during the Vietnam War. 

The House motto for the year ‘Life is About Choices’ focuses on 
giving boys responsibility and making them accountable for their 
actions.  The life lessons they learn in the House will prepare them 
for life after school.  

The boys are kept busy with a range of activities every weekend.  
They have had outings to Magnetic Island (House Retreat), Barra 
Farm, Golf, Movies and had breakfast on the Strand a couple 
of times, they have also had Open Doors with Crowder House.  
Besides the weekend boarder activities the boys are also involved 
in School activities which include:  Club Rugby, Rowing, Basketball, 
Interact, Music and Swimming.  A number of boys have represented 
North Queensland in different sporting codes this year.  The boys 
have learnt that time management is a necessity to ensure they 
get the balance right between studies, sport and socialising.  We 

are pleased that the majority of the McConachy boys have made 
the most of the opportunities offered to them.

Boarding Retreats:  Our boarders have enjoyed time away this 
term with their annual ‘retreats’.  McConachy, Green/Boundary 
and Foley Houses (postponed due to weather) headed to 
Magnetic Island with their Houseparents and supporting boarding 
staff.  These retreats, whilst being an opportunity to have a break 
from boarding life, serve a number of other purposes including 
the development of House camaraderie and providing the 
Houseparents and boarding staff with time to develop their House 
theme and build relationships and goals for the year with their 
boarders.

Boarders Council:  Our recently elected Boarders Student Council 
have made a great start to the year.  The Boarders Council comprises 
a representative of each of our boarding houses, who join the 
Boarder Captains at regular meetings.  The 2016 Council members 
are: - cassy delahunty, thomas arnold (Boarder captains), Zane 
Kennedy, rhys doherty, Vashti hall (12/2016), Jasmine tait, 
Kelsey hesp, (11/2016), Molly Bradshaw, Cooper arnaboldi, 
(10/2016) and Perrie Moller (9/2016).  Their contribution to our 
ongoing review processes will help us with our protocols to ensure 
that boarding at TGS continues to improve.

End of Term Arrangements:  We wish all our boarders and their 
families a happy and restful break. Thank you for your ongoing 
support and we look forward to the return of Mr Chris Wilson 
from long service leave next term.

MR ADRIAN MORAN
adrian.moran@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the director of enrolMents and 
MarKetinG
Music Bursaries for 2017:  In 2016 we are trialling a new process 
for Music Bursaries.  External applicants were only invited for the 
first round of applications for Year 7-12 in 2017.  Closing date for 
receipt of first round Music Bursary applications was Friday, 18 
March, 2016.

A second round of Music Bursary applications is open to all current 
Year 6 students and any other external students who missed the 
first round.  Closing date for receipt of second round Music Bursary 
applications is Friday, 9 September, 2016.

Boarding Bursaries and General Excellence Bursaries for 2017:  
Both of these will also be offered for students new to Grammar in 
Years 7 through to 11 in 2017.  Closing date for receipt of Boarding 
Bursary, 2017 applications is Friday, 29 July, 2016. 

MRS KRISTELL SCOTT
kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the director of Music
Friends of Music Social Function and Opening of Music Centre 
Extension:  Recently the Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Judge 
Stuart Durward SC, opened the Music Centre Extensions during 
the annual Friends of Music Social Function.  The Principal and 
Director of Music were delighted to host 130 parents and other 
supporters of the School’s Music programme.  Those present 
enjoyed performances from Year 12 Music students, alexandra 
Baxter, andrew Gah-Bell, cain Kirk, Jasmine lee and Madeleine 
Simonsen (12/2016).  The drinks and hors d’oeuvres were served 
by Hospitality students under the guidance of Mr John Evans, 
and we thank them for their professional presentation during the 
evening.  During the evening funds were donated by guests to our 
international charity, Musicians without Borders. 

Queensland Conservatorium State Honours:  The Grammar 
community congratulates the students who so stylishly 
represented the School at the Queensland Conservatorium State 
Honors Ensemble programme.  The students who participated 
were:  Jessica aslin (Flute), Michael carroll (‘cello), angus Marsh-
Brown (French horn), Max tory (trombone) (10/2016), Jared 
heymann (clarinet), Vrinda Baveja (clarinet), Jessica stobie 
(Viola) (9/2016), Sophie horn (clarinet), Kasmira Mudd (Bass 
clarinet), Samuel Schimming (trumpet) (8/2016) and Luke carrol 
(cello) (6/2016). 

We are now seeking students in Years 10-12 who would like to 
be nominated for the Senior School SHEP which will be held in 
Brisbane in October. 

International Woman’s Day Performance:  Congratulations to the 
members of the String Orchestra, who recently performed for 
the Zonta Club’s International Women’s Day Conference. Under 
the leadership of Miss Laura Tomlin our String Octet entertained 
women business leaders at the North Queensland Club.  The 
students involved were: Jasmine lee, Lachlan Stobie (12/2016), 
Lauren Jones, Min Jin oh (11/2016), Michael carroll (10/2016), 
Ziying ni and Jessica Stobie (9/2016).  Each of these excellent 
young musicians was a fine ambassador for the School. 

Soirée:  This Semester’s Senior Soirée in the Music Centre was a 
very stylish concert.  The repertoire ranged from Baroque Suite 
to music theatre to popular song to a student composition.  We 
particularly thank the instrumental and vocal tutors who prepared 
the students for performance.  The performers were: nicholas 
Stewart (8/2016), Jessica aslin, annika Belward, Michael carroll, 
sarah lone, angus Marsh-Brown, finn newsway, alexander 
Poletto, Max tory, Mutya Ysabel Sarito, Kiara Vest (10/2016), 
angus Gebers, tate hinchy, James hultgren, Lauren Jones, William 
price, Vianna Vo (11/2016), cain Kirk, alexandra Baxter, andrew 
Gah-Bell, Jasmine lee and Madeleine Simonsen (12/2016).

Assembly Performers:  An important feature of the weekly 
Principal’s Assembly is the presentation of a musical item. We 
thank the following students and ensembles who have performed 
at Assembly in February and March: daniel Lee (7/2016), 
annabel Kelly, Emily Lafferty (8/2016), ruby Ioannou, (11/2016), 
Madeleine Simonsen (12/2016), celtic Strings, directed by Mrs 
Megan Donnelly, and Grammar Singers, directed by Mr Samuel 
Blanch and accompanied by Mr Steven Morris.

McConachy boys enjoying Magnetic Island

2016 Boarders Council

Wonderful ambassadors for the School

Giving back to the community.

Thank you for supporting music at Grammar

Go Grammar!
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ANZAC Ceremony Reminder:  The annual commemoration of 
ANZAC Day is an important event on the School’s and the Nation’s 
calendar.  I remind parents that there is a diarised orchestral 
rehearsal on Thursday, 21 April to prepare for the School’s ANZAC 
Service.

Following our contribution in 2015, the School has been invited, 
once again, to provide a Choir for the ANZAC Day Dawn Service 
for the Fifth Aviation Regiment of the Australian Army at the 
Townsville RAAF Base.

Australian Festival of Chamber Music:  For the tenth successive 
year, Townsville Grammar School has embraced Townsville 
international annual cultural event, the Australian Festival of 
Chamber Music.  The 2016 Festival was launched by the Mayor 
of Townsville, and the School’s involvement as Winterschool host 
and sponsor was highly praised. 

Boarders and Music:  Our Music Charter proudly states that 
“Families and the boarding environment play a vital role in 
facilitating students’ participation in the Music programme”.  This 
year we have many boarders participating in Music ensembles, 
learning instruments and enrolled in Curriculum Music.  The Music 
Centre in North Ward is available for students to practise from 
7:30am each morning and from 3:20pm until boarders’ dinner 
time in the evening.  Boarders also have access to the piano in the 
Gymnasium and in the Music Room next to the Art Rooms.

We take this opportunity to thank parents for their ongoing 
support for their children’s musical education. Music is enriching, 
and takes a lot of dedication.  The rewards are infinite.

MR SAMUEL BLANCH
samuel.blanch@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the director of sport
Interhouse Swimming Carnivals:  Congratulations to all those 
students who participated in the Interhouse Swimming Carnivals 
recently.  It was wonderful to see so many students embrace the 
competition and excitement of the day and share this with their 
teachers and peers.  All carnivals were well fought contests and 
the House Captains did a fantastic job in decorating the pool deck!  
My thanks to all students, staff and parents for their contributions 
in making the carnivals a tremendous success!

Senior School results:

PLACE GIRLS BOYS OVERALL
1st Hodges Miller Miller
2nd Miller Hodges Hodges
3rd Rowland Rowland Rowland
4th Whight Whight Whight

Queen of the Pool - Lara Leong (10/2016)
King of the Pool - Sam Stocker (12/2016)

Middle School results:

PLACE GIRLS BOYS OVERALL
1st Whight Rowland Miller
2nd Miller Miller Rowland
3rd Hodges Hodges Hodges
4th Rowland Whight Whight

Queen of the Pool - Brittany courtney (7/2016)
King of the Pool - Jacob Krayem (9/2016)

Junior School results:

PLACE OVERALL

1st Rowland

2nd Hodges

3rd Miller

4th Whight

age champions 2016:

AGE GIRLS CHAMPION BOYS CHAMPION

  9 years Sarah Marshman (3/2016) Jackson Lawty (4/2016)

10 years Cadence Courtney (4/2016) Will Pascoe (5/2016)

11 years Aimee Segal (5/2016) Brian Hayes (5/2016)

12 years Juliette Mahy (6/2016) William Lidgett (6/2016)

12 years Amy Bragg (7/2016) Samuel Brooks (7/2016)

13 years Simone Mills (8/2016)
Brittany Courtney (7/2016)

Monty McCormick (7/2016)

14 years Shimmer Hinchy (9/2016) Jacob Krayem (9/2016)

15 years Lara Leong (10/2016) Campbell Briggs (10/2016)

16 years Sophie Russell (11/2016) Kyle Senior (11/2016)

Opens Danette Potgieter (11/2016) Sam Stocker (12/2016)

Interschool Swimming Carnival:  TGS recently competed in the 
Secondary Interschool Swimming Carnival at Long Tan Pool.  
Grammar was well represented in every race during the day with 
some great results across all age groups.  

The team was well led by Swimming Captains Kira Muller and 
alex orlandi (12/2016) and was supported by staff members Mr 
Rana Lobley, Mrs Prue Watson and Mr Freddie Wood.  In particular 
though, we would like to thank Ms Jacinta pennisi for stepping into 
the role of head coach for the carnival.  In the girls’ competition, 
Grammar finished in 1st place and in the boys’ competition, TGS 
finished 2nd in a very close contest.  All swimmers should be very 
proud and pleased with their efforts and we look forward to 
wrapping up the swimming season at the end of this term.

Interhouse Cross Country Carnival:  The Year 7-12 Interhouse Cross 
Country carnival will be held on Thursday, 21 April from 11:20am 
– 3:20pm.  Students will attend their normal period 1 and 2 lesson 
and are to attend school in their House Uniform.  Students will be 
required to complete a 3.2km course on the day.

Club Sport:  The Club Sport seasons are in full swing and we would  
like to thank the parent body for their fantastic response to the 
TryBooking on-line registration process.  The process now is one 
which facilitates greater flexibility for parents and students in 
making decisions about joining Club Rugby, Netball and Rowing.

Rugby and Netball players have commenced their seasons, with 
Grammar performing well in the initial stages of competition.  
Our teams would appreciate as much support for their fixtures as 
possible and I look forward to seeing TGS supporters at the games 
this season.  I’m sure also, that TGS Rowers would appreciate the 
same support on the banks of the Ross River for their Regattas 
commencing in Term 2.

Breakfast@Grammar:  With many sporting teams and activities 
now operating, students may wish to access the North Ward 
Breakfast@Grammar service before school.  Meals are available 
each morning at the School Canteen from 7:30am – 8:40am; 
prices are posted on noticeboards and sports pages of the School 
website.

High Achievers in Sport:

•  nicholas (Jake) doran (11/2016) has been selected to 
represent Qld in Athletics.

•  campbell corrigan (7/2016) has been selected in the Qld 
Indoor Cricket team.

•  cadence courtney (4/2016), Will pascoe, aimee segal, Brian 
hayes (5/2016), lochlan Ward, Jacob Krayem (9/2016), lara 
leong, campbell Briggs (10/2016) and alexander orlandi 
(12/2016) were recently selected in the NQ Swimming team.

•  Matthew Moran (6/2016) was recently selected in the NQ 
Cricket team.

•  Ben rane (11/2016) was recently selected in the NQ Tennis 
team.

•  Simone Mills (8/2016) and ryan Wingham (10/2016) have 
recently competed for NQ as part of the Surf Life Saving team.

•  thomas arnold and thomas Wright (12/2016) have been 
selected in the NQ Open Rugby team.

•  Yan ting (alysia) Wu (11/2016) has recently been selected to 
represent NQ in the Open Girls Volleyball team.

footnote:  It is my intention within this section to recognise appropriate sporting 
achievements of students within the School.  I am always happy to receive this 
information from parents, so please do not hesitate to keep me in touch.  N.B.  For 
space reasons, recognition is normally limited to NQ representation standard or 
higher.

MR PETER CHRISTIE
peter.christie@tgs.qld.edu.au

froM the careers adVisor
Year 12 Future Pathway Interviews:  The Year 12 interviews for 
future pathways have begun and it is pleasing that students are 
enthusiastic about making choices for University study or career 
pathways.  While some Year 12 students are focused and have a 
list of their 6 preferences for QTAC already, there are those that 
are still discovering what their first step will be in terms of study 
and employment.  The QTAC Year 12 Parent Information Evening 
on Thursday, 19 May will provide parents with an understanding 
of the process to enable you to assist your son/daughter with their 
decisions.

Next Step Survey:  Every year the Queensland Government 
conducts an annual State wide survey of the previous Year 12 
cohort.  The Next Step survey is a brief, confidential survey that 
gains a comprehensive picture of the employment, study and life 
choices made by Queensland school completers in the year after 
they finish Year 12.  If you had a child graduate last year, they will 
be invited to participate in 2016.  

Further information on Next Step is available online at                            
www.education.qld.gov.au/nextstep/ or on toll free telephone 
1800 068 587.

Work Experience:  Early this term I emailed the procedures 
required to complete any work experience to all Year 10, 11 and 
12 parents.  It does take a number of weeks to co-ordinate the 
paperwork and the Workplace Health and Safety requirements, so 
it is important to be mindful of the cut-off dates each term for the 
following holiday period.  Even if a student is finding a placement 
with a family member, it is important to follow these procedures 
to ensure that all legal requirements are met.  

The application for Townsville Hospital placements is very strict 
so it must come through the Careers Advisor.  Placements at the 
Hospital fill very quickly so applications should be submitted as 
soon as possible.  

The Townsville City Council offers placements in a large variety 
of places including law, governance, information technology, 
engineering, events and marketing, performing arts, social work, 
environmental health, conservation and sustainability, library 
services, trades, accounting and business management, strategic 
planning and human resources.  I am happy to coordinate any 
placements through the Council.

If you did not receive this information flyer in your inbox or junk 
mail, a hard or electronic copy is available from me.

Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss future options for 
your son/daughter via email or phone 47224987.

MS BETH GILPATRICK
beth.gilpatrick@tgs.qld.edu.au

chess
Gardiner Chess Competition:  The first round of the North 
Queensland Gardiner Chess competition was held in Townsville 
on 23 February.  The North Ward campus teams fared very well 
with Townsville Grammar School Teams 1 and 2 placing second 
and third respectively in the tournament.  Individual place getters 
were: Brendan Pierotti (11/2016), who placed second, and Max 
tory (10/2016), who placed third.  There were a record number 
of students who received Ribbons of Merit as well this year.  This 
means they won a minimum of 4.5 points in their 7 rounds.  These 

That’s the Grammar Spirit...

Congratulations!
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award winners were:  Ethan Moffat, hayden camp (11/2016), 
Praneeth Kurapati (10/2016), James cuttell (9/2016), Georgia 
Gorrie (8/2016), alexander scarcia and Vatsal anand (7/2016).  
Well done to all the participants for representing Townsville 
Grammar in such a commendable manner at the tournament.

MRS MARILYN BUCHHOLZ
marilyn.buchholz@tgs.qld.edu.au

GaVel cluB
Welcome:  A big welcome is extended to our 2016 Townsville 
Grammar School Toastmasters International Gavel Club.  We are 
a fully registered club of just over 20 members and are open to 
students from Years 7-12.  Our Gavel Club provides students with 
an opportunity to enrich their leadership skills, develop their 
meeting procedural practices, enhance their public speaking skills 
and acquire other important work skills for their future careers.    
At our most recent meeting, our Guest Speaker was Mr allan carr 
(north Queensland Governor for toastmasters).

MRS JUDY NIELSEN
judy.nielsen@tgs.qld.edu.au

coMMunity serVice
Interact:  Our 2016 Interact Board has begun the year strongly 
with Year 7-12 Interact members working the soft drink stalls at 
our Swimming Carnivals.  

One of our Year 12 students (Alicia Young), who spent her 
Christmas vacation volunteering in a remote village in Bali, spoke 
to our Club with a great idea for potential funds from our Easter 
Egg drive so we are hoping to raise funds to put towards something 
such as a clean drinking source for this village.  We look forward to 
wonderful support from our community, as usual.

tGs parents netWorK
2016 Parents Network Golf Day:  Grammar Parents are encouraged 
to “save the date” for the biennial tGs parents network Golf day 
scheduled for Sunday, 22 May.  Planning is well under way for 
the event which has always proven to be a popular activity on 
the School calendar.  The Golf Day is a wonderful opportunity 
for Grammar staff members, parents and members of the wider 
community, to interact and enjoy a morning of golf in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere, followed by a barbecue lunch.  A host of 
prizes are also on offer.  

This year teams will also have the added bonus of being able 
to experience the eight new championship holes opened at the 
Townsville Golf Club last month by former World Champion and 
Golf Hall of Fame recipient, North Queenslander Karrie Webb. 
Nomination forms will be out soon, but please keep in mind that 
spaces will be limited to 18 teams of four players, so plan to get 
your nominations in early.  For further information please contact 
Mrs debbie Winkel on 0404 295 407.

Catering for Cross Country Carnival:  The Network will also be 
calling for volunteers from the Grammar community early in 
Term 2 to help staff the canteen at the Middle and Senior School 
Interhouse Cross Country on 21 April.  The network will operate a 
barbecue and full canteen at the Townsville Sports Reserve for this 
event and are always in need of assistance from willing parents to 
lend a hand with the preparation and service of food and drinks on 
the day.  If you are able to assist, even for just an hour or two on 
the day, please email the network via the address below.

TGS Parents Network Meeting:  The next meeting will be held in 
the North Ward Board Room at 9:00am on thursday, 14 april.  
Special Guest for this meeting will be the head of Junior School, 
Mr noel nethery. 

MRS VICKY KRAYEM
tgsparentsnetwork@tgs.qld.edu.au

2016 TGS Gavel Club

Well played!

y e a r  7  c a M p
l a K e  t i n a r o o
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
 FoundErS daY - oPEnInG doorS

People travelling along Paxton Street will notice the stunning photograph on the wall of the Performing Arts Centre advertising the School including the 
words: “Opening Doors since 1888”.  On April 16 the School will celebrate the one hundred and twenty-eighth occasion of opening doors to the community 
of, not only North Queensland, but overseas countries as well.  Two of the initial acts legislated by the parliament in Brisbane in 1860 were to, firstly, set up 
an Education Act which placed all primary schools under a central authority and, secondly, a Grammar Schools Act which provided for the establishment of 
a grammar [secondary] school in a locality where a sum of not less than £1000 had been raised.  Inspired by the hard work of some prominent Townsville 
citizens, namely Aplin, Stanton, Bundock, Walker and Willmett the required amount was raised, School House was built plus the Headmaster’s residence 
and the School was ready to open its doors on Monday, 16 April 1888.

The first ever advertisement for the Townsville Grammar School was published in a local paper in March 1888.  
What was not mentioned in the advertisement was, for the purposes of instruction, the school was to comprise 
three divisions:  the Upper School consisting of Forms V to VI, the Middle School consisting of Forms III and IV 
and the Lower School consisting of Forms I and II.  All students in the Upper and Middle School had to study Latin, 
Greek and either French or German.  In addition to the languages mentioned all students had to study English, 
Ancient and Modern History, Geography, the elements of Logic and Political Economy, Mathematics and the 
Natural and Physical Sciences.  Drills and gymnastics were also part of the curriculum.  At the first Speech Day, Mr 
E.F. Upward [Interim Headmaster] stated how important German and French were to the curriculum:  the French 
were in New Caledonia and the Germans in New Guinea.

On the first day twenty-three students were welcomed by the two staff 
members, E.F. Upward, the Interim Headmaster, and D.C. Anstey, the 
assistant master.  A roll was taken and the archives are indeed fortunate to 
have the original copy of the roll [see attached].  Twelve boys followed Mr 
Upward, from St Johns, the school he had founded in 1884.  St Johns was a 
private mixed secondary school in Walker School and situated just beyond 
what is now the School of Arts in Walker Street.  Research has shown that 
of the twenty-three students, nine were boarders.  They were the Aplin 
brothers, the Gordon brothers, the Hamilton brothers, whose parents were 
all squatters in the local area, and the Trenfield brothers from Ravenswood 
and Prichard from Charters Towers.  The day students had parents from a 
range of occupations including editor of the local paper, a police inspector, 
a butcher, a geologist and a solicitor.

It is also interesting to note the age range of the students enrolling in 1888.  T. Gordon was the oldest at nineteen years 
of age while S. Hopkins, A.F. Islay and R. Jack were ten years of age.  The majority of students were in the fourteen 
to fifteen year range.  Islay and Hopkins were both to have a long association with the School.  Islay was Secretary of 
the Old Boys’ Association until the 1940s and Spenser Hopkins served on three occasions as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, retiring in 1960.  He has a building named after him at the School and there are still direct descendants of the 
Hopkins’ family presently enrolled at the School. 

The reputation of the School soon spread and by the start of third term 1888 ten more students had enrolled.  Eight 
of the new enrolments were boarders, six from the Charters Towers region, one from Hughenden and one from New 
Zealand.  One of the new enrolments was G. Jones who has the distinction of being the first student to leave Grammar.  
He left after the first month and the reason given was that he could not read and write.  Somehow he had missed out 
on undertaking the entrance examination when enrolling.  He would certainly have struggled with a curriculum that 
included languages!

The doors opened wide in 1889 when fifty-seven new students enrolled at the School.  Among those enrolling were W.S. Boyd from Ripple Creek, [Herbert 
River] who went on to achieve a first class honours degree at the University of Sydney as well as winning the University Medal for General Proficieny; E.C. Earl 
from Cooktown who later became a long standing mayor of Cairns with the suburb of Earlville named after him; and R.L. Henderson [Ingham] who studied 
medicine in Edinburgh and Dunedin before winning the Military Cross in World War One.

Over the next few years the School opened the doors to many students who went on to make their mark in society.  J.D. Henry enrolled in 1890 and has 
the distinction of enrolling more times than any other student in Grammar’s history.  He enrolled again in 1894 and after failing his Junior Examination 
enrolled again in 1896, again without success.  After serving in the Boer War, before becoming an opera singer, he enlisted in World War One winning the 
DSO and OBE [Military] and being MiD on three occasions.  F.T. Perkins [Mackay] enrolled in 1891 and has the distinction of being Head Boy for four years.  
After graduating from the University of Sydney he was appointed Head of the Armidale School and in 1915.  He was later appointed the Founding Head of 
Cranbrook School in Sydney.

Two further prominent enrolments in the early years were John McKelvey [Ravenswood] and Fred Timbury [Charters Towers].  Both McKelvey and Timbury 
were Dux of the School in their final years and both went on to study at the University of Sydney.  McKelvey became a well-renowned surgeon in Sydney 
and was knighted in 1935 for his services to the medical profession.  Timbury became a solicitor and represented Australia at rugby union and Queensland 
at cricket before moving to Roma in 1911 to follow his interest in the developing gas industry.  He became the mayor of Roma on a couple of occasions and, 
in later life, was a great advocate of the Bradfield Scheme writing a book on the merits of the scheme.

The connection to the School for the above did not end with their graduating from Grammar.  They were all grateful for the School “opening their doors” 
and, in turn, gave something back to the School.  In later years S. Boyd and J. McKelvey donated sums of money for prizes to be awarded at Speech Day as 
did S. Hopkins who left a generous bequest in his will. F.T. Perkins, who acted as a pall bearer at the funeral of Mr Hodges’, his Headmaster, was later to write 
that his tenure as a Headmaster was very much influenced by Mr Hodges and Mr Rowland.

Thousands of students have passed through the doors of the School over the years but in opening the doors in 1888 it certainly gave boys, and later girls, 
the opportunity to enjoy a fine education.

archiVal snippet:  In Volume 1, Number 2 of the 1897 School Magazine Mr Hodges, in his annual report states that during the year all the masters and boarders had been 
affected by “dengue” during the year.  In the light of the present concerns about the zeki and dengue threat it is interesting to note that dengue has been around for a long time.

MR BILL MULLER
School Archivist

FRIENDS OF MUSIC
COCKTAIL FUNCTION

&

OPENING OF MUSIC 
CENTRE EXTENSION
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Black & Gold Ball
The Black & Gold Committee are back at it again in 2016.  

This year their one and only function will be the Black and Gold Ball on Saturday 11 June, 2016.

Venue – still a secret – sorry!

Invitations – coming very soon – watch your emails

Enjoyment level – high and guaranteed!   Start collecting your table now as this is something worth saving for 
and promises to be a great night for the parent side of our community.

date claiMer 

school sponsors
SuPPort thE SPonSorS Who arE SuPPortInG Your SchooL In 2016!  

We encouraGe the school coMMunity to consider usinG the products and serVices of the folloWinG  Businesses.

A.E. Smith & Sons 
All Blinds and Curtains
AON Risk Services 
Beaches Pet Resort
CBC Lawyers
Dentist on Paxton
Frontier Voice & Data
Georgio Clothing
Halls Firearms

Jepson Media
Moore Stephens Queensland
National Australia Bank
Norstate Marketing 
NPS Corporate
Office Choice - Pen to Paper 
Oracle Studio - Web Design & Development
Personal Best Aquatics & Kokoda Memoral Pool
Pickerings Auto Group

Progress Book World
Roberts Nehmer McKee Lawyers 
Ruswin Integrated Security Systems
The Athlete’s Foot
Tippett Schrock Architects 
Townsville Academy of Performing Arts 
Wulguru Meat Market

Please contact Ms Marion Walker-campbell (4722 4917) if we have inadvertently omitted your business from this Sponsors list.

sport honour roll

aust
Mitch McGrath (7/2016) - Futsal*

Qld
Campbell Corrigan (7/2016) - Indoor Cricket
Oscar Dohnalek (9/2016) - Futsal
Nicholas (Jake) Doran (11/2016) - Athletics
Samuel Lavender (10/2016) - Rock Climbing*
Hiteshan Lopata (11/2016) - Surf Life Saving*
Declan Marchioni (8/2016) - Triathlon*
Simone Mills (8/2016) - Surf Life Saving*
Christian Minuzzo (9/2016) - Futsal*
Jordan Reichhold (12/2016) - Basketball
Sheridan Reichhold (12/2016) - Basketball
Harrison Smythe (7/2016) - Futsal*

nQ
Thomas Arnold (12/2016) - Rugby
Campbell Briggs (10/2016) - Swimming
Lachlan Carey (8/2016) - Triathlon*
Joshua Connery (6/2016) - OzTag*
Campbell Corrigan (7/2016) - Cricket*
Cadence Courtney (4/2016) - Swimming
Matthew Ferguson (7/2016) - Surf Life Saving
Jack Greenwood (5/2016) - Futsal*
Brian Hayes (5/2016) - Swimming
Jacob Krayem (9/2016) - Swimming
Connor Latouf (8/2016) - Triathlon*
Reilly Latouf (6/2016) - Triathlon
Lara Leong (10/2016) - Surf Life Saving, Swimming
Oliver Meade (11/2016) - Water Polo

Luke Moran (11/2016) - Cricket*
Mark Moran (6/2016) - Cricket*
Alexander Orlandi (12/2016) - Water Polo*, 
   Swimming
Will Pascoe (5/2016) - Swimming
Ben Rane (11/2016) - Tennis
Aimee Segal (5/2016) - Swimming
Chelsea Smith (8/2016) - Surf Life Saving
Lochlan Ward (9/2016) - Swimming
Ryan Wingham (10/2016) - Surf Life Saving
Thomas Wright (12/2016) - Rugby
Yan Ting (Alysia) Wu (11/2016) - Volleyball

students acKnoWledGed on this honour roll haVe represented their sport, throuGh a selection 
process, at nQ, state or national leVel.  n.B. only the hiGhest leVel of representation in each 

sport is recorded, reGardless of pathWay or aGe Group selection.  

this honour roll will be progressively updated during the year to recognise australian, Qld and nQ representation - (club and/or 
School - both Primary and Secondary).   Students with an * denotes selection in term 4, 2015.


