
11 February 2016

Dear Parents

Welcome to the commencement of the new School year.  We thoroughly enjoy caring for and educating your 
sons and daughters and I trust that we will meet your highest expectations, as we travel this journey together 
in 2016. 

In the spirit of “beginning with the end in mind”, it is opportune at this early stage of the year to reflect on 
where you would want your children to be in 12 months’ time.  As a parent of two Past Grammarians who 
began their time at this wonderful school in Year 2 and Year 5 respectively, I well remember how quickly their 
time in the School passed, and the shared pride and joy at the time of their graduation.

So my first message of the year is to enjoy the journey, ride the highs and lows and take comfort from the fact 
that your children will not only grow physically during 2016 but most importantly grow in character and 
emotional maturity.  This is our raison d’être - to facilitate a learning environment where young people can 
“come in good and go out better”.  

Our Pastoral Care framework of Positive Education is a special template to encourage this maturation of 
character to occur.  Positive Education enables students to learn about themselves, their character strengths 
and to develop life-skills of resilience, especially when life’s inevitable disappointments come their way. 
Mindfulness and the use of a journal for self-reflection is actively encouraged and it is quite amazing to 
witness our graduating Year 12 students read letters written to themselves from their younger years.  They 
inevitably find humour in their own previous immaturity and recognise their personal growth and development 
as young men and women.

As the year unfolds, our Year 12 day and boarding students will attend a number of ceremonial and “rite of 
passage” events.  There will be a sense of gratitude and shared satisfaction on a “job well done”.  There will 
also be a fondness and respect for their teachers who have given so much of themselves, not only as subject 
teachers but as positive role-models and mentors.  The tenure of our graduates varies enormously, ranging 
from 1 to 13 years but, irrespective of their longevity at the School, their sense of belonging is quite profound.

In 2015, 96% of our Year 12 cohort achieved either an OP or an IB score, indicating that the vast majority 
were tertiary bound.  In a growing trend, a number of our graduates will take a Gap year in 2016.  The 
majority of those headed to university will remain in Townsville but a considerable number are now making 
their way south to universities in New South Wales, Victoria and Canberra, as well as Brisbane. 

In total we had 159 OP/IB eligible students, (including 16 IB candidates) and 6 non-OP eligible students 
graduate in 2015.  The following students earned an OP1 (or IB equivalent*):  Joshua Lin, Geordie Meekin, 
Grace Pickering*, Harrison Price, Ananya Sangla and Edward Warrington. OP2 students were: Phoebe 
Arbon, Dylan Boggild, Kenny Cheng, Sophie Eldridge, Sarah Fairley, Lachlan Jones, Henry Lai, Liya 
Michael*, Robert Spence, Brittany Souter, Kelsie Stokes and Dylan Zischke.  OP3 students were: Lachlan 
Ainsworth, Vagisha Bavega, Lucy Fallance, Kanak Kishore, Justin Nix, Christopher Poli, Alan Pong, Tia 
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Robinson, Angus Small and Brittany Tapiolas*.  No students were placed in the OP22-25 range and over 83% 
gained a result of OP12 or better (compared with a State average of 63%) – the School’s “best ever” result since 
the introduction of the OP system in 1992!

As always, I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible during the course of the year and encourage you 
to make yourself known to me at various functions and events on our calendar.  We have an exciting Black and 
Gold Ball scheduled in June and it would be wonderful for you to attend, especially if you are new to Grammar!

Yours sincerely

RICHARD FAIRLEY
Principal

Damon Binder
OP 1*

James Burns
OP 2

Claire Cairns
OP 1

Samuel Cannon
OP 2

Alison Collins
OP 1

Annabel Cristaldi
OP 1

Congratulations to our 2015 OP 1 - 3 Achievers!

Townsville Grammar school

* IB Equivalent

U n r i v a l l e d  a c a d e m i c  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  N o r t h  Q u e e n s l a n d

These results are a credit to the students and staff of Townsville Grammar School. 
We are very proud of these achievements and all of our 2015 graduates who strived for their 

personal best and have been rewarded accordingly. 

Lachlan Ainsworth
OP 3

Phoebe Arbon
OP 2

Vagisha Baveja
OP 3

Dylan Boggild
OP 2

Kenny Cheng
OP 2

Sophie Eldridge
OP 2

Geordie Meekin
OP 1

Liya Michael
OP 2*

Justin Nix
OP 3

Grace Pickering
OP 1*

Christopher Poli
OP 3

Alan Pong
OP 3

Sarah Fairley
OP 2

Lucy Fallance
OP 3

Lachlan Jones
OP 2
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Henry Lai
OP 2

Joshua Lin
OP 1

Harrison Price
OP 1

Tia Robinson
OP 3

Ananya Sangla
OP 1

Angus Small
OP 3

Brittany Souter
OP 2

Robert Spence
OP 2

Kelsie Stokes 
OP 2

Brittany Tapiolas
OP 3*

Edward Warrington

OP 1         
Dylan Zischke

OP 2

TGS OP 1-12 v State (1992 - 2015) - including IB from 2011
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ANNANDALE CAMPUS PARKING AND TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT
The School acknowledges the goodwill and understanding 
of parents affected by the significant road-works around the 
environs of the Campus and, in particular, the loss of on-street 
parking spaces.  The works undertaken since December (and 
still continuing) differ considerably to what was discussed with 
the School last year.  The Board appreciates the patience and co-
operation of parents during this frustrating time and now seeks a 
longer term resolution.  

Discussions with the relevant authorities and persons will continue 
but, given the timing of the forthcoming Council election, the 
School will not be engaging in any commentary on the matter.  The 
School also expresses its genuine appreciation to the management 
of the Annandale Central Shopping Centre for their understanding 
and support of our parent parking needs at this time.

WELCOME MR STEPHEN MONK
The School is delighted to welcome Mr Stephen Monk, B.Sc., Grad.
Dip.Ed., Dip. Comp.Sc., (UNE) as the newly appointed Director of 
Studies.  Stephen joins the Senior Management Team at Grammar 
from Nudgee College in Brisbane where he was the Director of 
Administration.  He will be responsible for the leadership and 
management of curriculum at North Ward, with a watching brief 
over curriculum development at the Junior School.  Stephen 
is married to Sarah and has two young boys enrolled at the 
Annandale Campus.  He is a keen advocate of Positive Education 
and also passionate about coaching Rugby – taking our U15 Club 
Rugby team in 2016.

PROFILING THE PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY
The Performing Arts Faculty at North Ward is a vibrant team of 
Drama teachers with a range of specialist performance skills.  
Head of Faculty  Fiona Perry is a gifted teacher and Production 
director and is complemented by a team of highly professional 
staff including Alyssa Kelly,  Zara McGregor,  Maria Alroe and 
Jenni Ansic (Aide).  In 2016 Jacinda Laing B.Fine Arts, Grad. Dip.
Ed (QUT) joins us as a Graduate Teacher and brings her passion for 
Dance to the Department.  

Peforming Arts is a compulsory subject in the Middle School (7-9) 
and Drama is a popular elective in the Senior School (10-12).  The 
Faculty also offers the IB subject, Theatre Arts, in Years 11 and 12.  
A School Production and Middle School Drama Concert are offered 

in alternate years, with the Middle School Concert scheduled on 
the evenings of 26-28 May this year.  In 2012, the School opened 
our state of the art PA Complex that includes a Performance 
Space, specialist classrooms, Dance Studio, Costumes Room and 
PA Staffroom.

MR RICHARD FAIRLEY
 richard.fairley@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL
Student Absences:  Requests for leave during term time must 
be approved by the Principal (North Ward Campus) or Head of 
Junior School (Annandale Campus).  Details of student absence 
procedures are outlined in the 2016 School Handbook.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD):  Students are able access the BYOD 
network by logging into their School network account using any 
wireless device whilst on the North Ward Campus.  Data use on 
the BYOD network is part of the student’s normal data allowance.  
Devices can be stored safely in the Operations Office during the 
day, if necessary.

School Photographs:  Years 7-12 students will have photographs 
taken on Thursday, 10 March.  Students in Prep-Year 6 will have 
their photographs taken on Friday, 11 March.  Students must meet 
the School’s expectations regarding uniform, jewellery, make-up 
and hair compliance to be photographed.  An email has been sent 
to parents regarding the on-line ordering of School Photographs 
and the packages available for purchase from Advanced Life 
Photography.

Year 7 & 8 Immunisations:  Year 7 and 8 Students have been given 
information regarding the Queensland Health immunisation 
programme.  If you would like your child to be immunised as 
part of the Queensland Health programme please return your 
completed form to your child’s Form Teacher.  The first round of 
immunisations for Year 8 will be on Tuesday, 23 February and Year 
7 on Wednesday, 24 February.

MR STEVEN MORRIS
steven.morris@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF STUDIES
Introduction:  Since our arrival in January the Grammar community 
has welcomed my family with open arms.  We have felt the warmth 

metaphorically and literally since our arrival! 

My wife, Sarah, and I are very pleased to see our two boys, Sam in 
Year 3 and Heath in Year 1 settle in at the Annandale campus much 
more quickly than expected.  The boys are now waking up early 
each School day eager to go. 

As a newcomer, the excellent reputation of the School has been 
confirmed with evidence everywhere I look.  Whether it be 
students studying in the Library before school, students persisting 
diligently in my Mathematics class, or students demonstrating 
their abilities and celebrating successes at Assembly. 

Upcoming Activities:  Recently our Year 7 to 12 students took part 
in the annual TGS Writing competition.  This gave our budding 
authors (writers) an opportunity to showcase their talents.  This 
competition also gave our Year 12 students an opportunity to 
practise the Written Task component of the QCS test.  Although 
we are early in the School year, our Year 12 cohort already clearly 
understands the need to prepare for the QCS test in Term 3.  On 19 
February our year 12s will sit a practice QCS multi choice paper.  In 
the weeks following, the students will work with their teachers to 
dissect their responses and work through answers. 

Professional Development:  In our staff professional development 
days in January among other things, we looked at some interesting 
research comparing the impact of Intelligence Quotient (IQ) and 
“grit” as predictors of success.  Success in this case, was measured 
by ability to achieve long term goals.  “Grit”, or the ability to 
persist, was a much better predictor of success than IQ.  I think this 
is particularly relevant for our sons and daughters to contemplate.  
It may be useful for us to remind them that their persistence in 
subjects they find challenging will pay off in the end.  

MR STEPHEN MONK
stephen.monk@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL AND POSITIVE 
EDUCATION
Welcome:  A warm … and I mean very warm, welcome to all of our 
new and returning Townsville Grammar families.  I hope that you 
have spent the festive season surrounded by the love and precious 
company of your friends and family and that you are ready for 
the adventure filled educational year that your child is about to 
embark upon.  The School Diary is jam packed with exciting events 
that are sure to keep you on your toes so be sure to check the 
School Calendar and make sure you do not miss a thing!  Our 
Pastoral Care Team, including your child’s Form teacher, Year Level 
Coordinator, Head of School, School Psychologist and Careers 
Advisor are here to offer support and guidance so please, do not 
hesitate to contact us.

First Aid and VIA Character Strength Surveys:  All Year 10-12 
students participated in a school-based First-Aid refresher course 
and VIA Character Strength Survey workshop last week.  Both 
initiatives, although diverse in purpose, teach essential lifelong 
skills that contribute to developing confidence and strength in 
one’s ability to save a life and be a productive citizen.  

Leadership Training Day:  On Sunday, 31 January all of our Year 9 
Leaders and School Prefects participated in a Leadership Training 
Day run by Mr Bernie Kelly from Global Immersion.  All students 
were able to develop a deep understanding and appreciation of 
their role as leaders within the School while creating pathways to 
reach both their academic and citizenship potential.

Middle School ‘Meet and Greet’ Parent Cocktail Function:  It 
was so wonderful to meet and talk to so many members of our 
Middle School parent community at our ‘Meet and Greet’ event.  
I hope that you had an enjoyable evening and feel comfortable 
knowing that there is a team of dedicated and compassionate staff 
working toward ensuring that your child experiences a wealth of 
educational and pastoral support throughout the year.

Year 9 Leadership Day:  On Wednesday, 17 February all Year 
9 students will participate in a Leadership Day designed to 
consolidate their responsibilities as role models within the Middle 
School and formalise the Year 9 Committees.  Every student will 
have the opportunity to contribute by working on the Middle 
School’s Social, Environmental, Friendly Schools and Families, 
Legacy, Citizenship or Sport Committees.

Positive Education Parent Information Evening: We will be 
presenting our annual Positive Education Parent Information 
Evening on Thursday, 25 February in the PA Space on the North 
Ward Campus.  An Invitation and RSVP request will be emailed to 
all TGS families in due course.  

Themed Weeks: Our annual Drug and Alcohol and Bullying 
Awareness campaigns will be profiled in Week 6 and Week 8.  Your 
child will participate in pastoral related conversations and activities 
that highlight current evidence based facts surrounding both of 
these vitally important community concerns.  These awareness 
weeks give both teachers and parents, permission to actively 
engage in what is normally considered ‘a difficult conversation’.

Year 7 Camp:  Coming soon is one of the most exciting events in 
the Year 7 calendar – camp, held at Lake Tinaroo on the Atherton 
Tablelands.  Bigger and better this year, the entire Year 7 cohort 
will be travelling together in Week 8 of this term and enjoying 
four days of recreational activities and friendship building 
fun.  Activities for the camp include stand up paddle boarding, 
canoeing, ropes courses, swimming, orienteering, fishing, fencing, 
catapult making, trivia and dance nights, movies under the bright 
stars of the Atherton sky, plus much more.  

MRS SUSIE AHERN
susan.ahern@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Welcome:  Welcome back to all families of the Grammar 
community in 2016.  We have many new students who have come 
to Junior School this year and we particularly welcome them and 
their families.  

Car Parking:  The Junior School parents have been informed 
through email of the car parking situation and road works at 
Annandale.  Thank you for your wonderful co-operation in helping 
alleviate potential problems.  Many are using the Annandale 
Central car park, which is terrific, and this has helped with the flow 
of traffic both in the morning and afternoon.  

Parent Information Evenings:  Thank you to those parents who 
attended the Prep-3 and Years 4-6 Parent Information Evenings 
held in Week 3.  This was an opportunity for you to hear from 
teachers with details about Term 1 for your child as well as an 
opportunity to see classrooms and meet with some new parents.  
For those who were unable to attend please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s teacher to see them personally or through 
email or phone calls.  

Twilight Swimming Carnival:  On Friday, 26 February students from 

‘To be, or not to be...’
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date, we have a second round of ‘supplementary’ exams scheduled 
for Thursday, 26 May.  Registrations for the supplementary round 
will open in late March and will close on 16 May, 2016.  (If your 
child sat the exam on 27 February, there is no benefit in them 
sitting again in May.)

Music Bursaries, Boarding Bursaries and General Excellence 
Bursaries will also be offered, for students entering Townsville 
Grammar in 2017.  Please see the School website for dates and 
eligibility.

Students in the Lens:  Each year we try to update our stock of 
Marketing photos which we can dip into to help promote our School.  
These could be used in marketing collateral such as advertisements, 
publications and photographs used on the website.  If you do not 
wish your child/children to be photographed or named in any 
medium used to promote the School, please contact me so that 
we can update your child’s records accordingly.  

If you would like to contact me regarding admissions to any of 
our three campuses, privacy considerations or Scholarships and 
Bursaries, please telephone me on 07-4722 4973 or via email.

MRS KRISTELL SCOTT
kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Friends of Music Social Function and Opening of Music Centre 
Extension:  On Friday, 19 February at 6:00pm, the Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Judge Stuart Durward SC, will officially open 
the Music Centre Extension during the annual Friends of Music 
Social Function.  All parents, particularly those whose children 
are involved in the School’s Music programmes, are invited to 
attend.  There is no cost to attend this event, but those intending 
to come are required to book their ticket via the School website 
on TryBooking.  The evening will include drinks, hors d’oeuvres 
and musical performances.  There will be an opportunity for those 
attending the function to make a donation to our international 
charity, Musicians without Borders.

Queensland Conservatorium State Honours Ensemble Selections:  
The School congratulates the sizable list of students who have 
been invited to participate in the Queensland Conservatorium 
State Honours Ensemble Programme to be held in Cairns in 
March: Lachlan Stobie (12/2016), Jessica Aslin, Michael Carroll, 
Angus Marsh-Brown, Max Tory (10/2016), Vrinda Baveja, Jared 
Heymann, Jessica Stobie (9/2016), Sophie Horn, Kasmira Mudd, 
Samuel Schimming (8/2016) and Luke Carroll (6/2016).

We are now seeking students in Years 7-9 who would like to be 
nominated for the Middle School SHEP which will be in Townsville 
in June. 

New Music Tutors:  The School is delighted to have well-qualified 
and experienced Music tutors on our co-curricular specialist staff.  
This year we welcome three new tutors to the Music programme: 
Mr Arthur Florence (Brass), Mr Yuri Leschenko (Saxophone, 
Clarinet and Big Band) and Mr Jeremy Hawker (Guitar).  Mrs Karin 
Croft, who is already on the Music staff at the Junior School, is now 
teaching Upper Strings at North Ward as well.  

London Performance:  The School community congratulates 
Luke Carroll (6/2016) and Michael Carroll (10/2016) who have 
been selected to play at London’s famous Royal Albert Hall, over 
the Easter weekend at the British Suzuki Gala Concert.  Luke 
and Michael will play ‘Cello in a large orchestra as well as small 

ensembles.

Ensemble Rehearsals:  All music ensembles have commenced 
rehearsals, and are already preparing for performances.  There are 
still places available in most ensembles.  If your child is interested 
in applying to join an ensemble, she or he should approach either 
Mrs Fiona Burnett at the Junior School or myself at the North 
Ward campus, as soon as possible.  Please refer to the North Ward 
ensemble rehearsal schedule on the School website.

Labelling Instruments:  We remind parents to ensure that their 
child’s musical instrument and accessories are clearly labelled.  
Instruments which are brought to school should be stored on the 
specially designed shelves in the Music Centre.

Boarders and Music:  The School’s Music Charter proudly states 
that “Families and the boarding environment play a vital role in 
facilitating students’ participation in the Music programme”.  This 
year we have many boarders participating in Music ensembles, 
learning instruments and enrolled in Curriculum Music.  The Music 
Centre at North Ward is available for students to practise from 
7:30am each morning and in the afternoon from 3:20pm until 
boarders’ dinner time in the evening.  Boarders also have access 
to the piano in the Gymnasium and in the Music Room next to the 
Art Rooms.

We take this opportunity to thank parents for the ongoing support 
for their children’s musical education.  Music is enriching, and 
takes a lot of dedication and the rewards are infinite.

MR SAMUEL BLANCH
samuel.blanch@tgs.qld.edu.au

Years 3-6 will be participating in the Twilight Swimming Carnival 
at the North Ward Campus.  If your children would like some 
practice before the carnival we highly recommend attending the 
Swim@Grammar sessions. The Twilight Swimming Carnival starts 
at 4:15pm and will conclude at 8:15pm. 

Club Rugby & Netball:  We used the Club Sport Trials Day on 
Saturday, 6 February as a ‘come and try’ session, with the older 
age groups using this time as selections for teams.  Parents have 
been directed to use our online TryBooking system to register 
their child for each sport.  

I have been delighted with how the year has commenced from 
staff and students, with all co-curricular activities, sport and music 
options already in full swing.  

I look forward to a very special year with you all.

MR NOEL NETHERY
noel.nethery@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE ACTING HEAD OF BOARDING
Welcome:  We would like to take this opportunity of welcoming 
all the new ‘boarding families’ to our special community and to 
assure you that we take the challenge of caring for your children 
seriously.  The obvious enthusiasm shown by our Seniors to take 
on a mentoring role with our incoming Years 7 and 8 students has 
been really affirming.  Our newest little boarders have made a great 
start.  It is important, however, that we work together in the best 
interest of your children, our boarders and boarding.  We always 
endeavour to keep clear and honest lines of communication open 
between the School and our boarder families and we invite your 
communication, in person, by email or telephone.  

The first day of any term is really special in boarding.  To stand 
back and watch our returning boarders reunite with their other 
“family members” as they see and then embrace each other and 
start to share their holiday stories warms the soul.  There are also 
those new to boarding who do their very best to put on a brave 
appearance in the face of the realisation that mum and dad will 
soon drive out the gate, leaving them as the newest batch of 
Grammarians.  To see the older boarders seeking out those new 
boarders and taking them under their wings to show them the 
ropes, validates what we stand for.

Leadership:  We are proud of the fact that several of our current year 
12 cohort have been appointed School Prefects (Thomas Arnold, 
Cain Saltmarsh, Belinda Dennis and Cassy Delahunty (12/2016)). 
Additionally Cain Kirk, Grace-ann Prentice and Rhys Doherty  
(12/2016) have earnt leadership roles in the Senior  School.  Lou-

Isa Natogo Varea (9/2016) has earned a Middle School leadership 
role as Rowland House Captain.  Congratulations to Boarding 
Captains Thomas Arnold and Cassy Delahunty (12/2016).  We are 
excited about the opportunities 2016 will present and confident 
that the young men and women, we work with will do great things 
this year.

MR ADRIAN MORAN
adrian.moran@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ENROLMENTS AND 
MARKETING
North Shore Campus:  At last we have ACTION!  For those of you 
who have been following the progress of our North Shore campus, 
you will be delighted to know that at last ground works have begun 
on Stage 2 of the campus.  This will house Prep to Year 3 in 2017 
and has capacity built in to grow rapidly beyond that.  Watch this 
space as we bring you further updates.

Communication:  In any large organization communication is 
an achilles heel.  At Townsville Grammar we work hard to keep 
parents informed of events and news in your School, but you can 
keep yourselves informed as well.

In updating our communications strategy we have now 
“mothballed” the old Friday Flyer.  In its stead we encourage you to 
download and use the TGS School App.  Step by Step instructions 
for how to do this are on the TGS website.

Scholarships and Bursaries for 2017:  By the time you are reading 
this newsletter the registrations for the first round of scholarship 
exams for 2017 have closed.  However, if you missed the closing 

Boarders walk Castle Hill

Boarder Captains celebrate with family

New students to Music begin rehearsing...

Stage 2 begins!

Congratulations boys!



A new year 

begins...
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF SPORT
TGS Sport in Term 1 is a busy time with carnivals, trials and the 
commencement of most seasonal sports. Junior, Middle and 
Senior School students will be participating in their respective 
swimming carnivals; Learn to Row sessions will begin for the Club 
Rowers; and our Club Rugby and Netball seasons will commence 
also.  On top of this, Swim@Grammar is in full swing!  I wish all 
sporting groups a successful and enjoyable start to the year.  Good 
luck everyone!

Interhouse Swimming Carnivals:  The Senior and Middle School 
Interhouse Swimming Carnivals will be held on Thursday, 18 and 
Friday, 19 February respectively.  Students will need to participate 
in TGS togs in all Division 1 races and relays, while students in 
other divisions may wear TGS shorts over their togs.  Students 
in the Senior School have the option of wearing plain black togs.  
Please encourage your sons/daughters to participate to the very 
best of their ability in all events!  Parents, please feel free to come 
along and watch the carnivals.  Programmes will be available via 
the TGS App, Skoolbag!

TryBooking:  In 2016, parents will often be directed to TryBooking.  
Parents can access TryBooking via the TGS website or alternatively 
by navigating directly to the TryBooking website.  For all Rugby, 
Rowing and Netball registrations in 2016, parents must access 
TryBooking to complete consent forms and pay season fees. 

Club Sport:  The TGS Club Sport Trial Day saw a different approach 
to the start of the Club Sport season at Grammar in 2016.  The day 
was a great success with students across both campuses trialling 
for Grammar Netball and Rugby teams, while Club Rowing had 
their annual swim test.  

The teams are now posted on the Sports noticeboards on both 
campuses and parents can register their sons/daughters through 
TryBooking via the TGS website.

Rowing - The Learn to Row programme commenced on Monday, 
8 February.  It’s always wonderful to see our youngest athletes 
attempting to master both the technical and physical skills of 
Rowing!  The Rowing season proper will commence in Term 2 and 
will continue into Term 3.  

Netball - Club Netball training has commenced for U12 – U18 
teams; while U11 training commences next week; and U8 – U10 
in Week 5.  All Netballers must be registered via TryBooking to 
be eligible to play for Grammar in this year’s Netball competition 
commencing on Wednesday, 17 February. 

Rugby - Club Rugby training commences for all teams in Week 5, 
Monday, 22 February.  All Rugby players must be registered via 

TryBooking to be eligible to play this season.  Rugby players must 
have mouthguards, boots and appropriate training attire for all 
training sessions.

Swimming - The Swim@Grammar programme has commenced 
on the North Ward campus.  Students in Years 3-12 (who can 
competently swim 3 of the 4 strokes over 50 metres) are invited to 
attend these sessions.   For session details, please refer to the TGS 
website and follow the links to Grammar Sport.

Townsville Secondary School Sport (TSSS):  Grammar is involved 
in the TSSS competition which commences next week.  This is 
an opportunity for students to become involved in mid-week 
sport where the sports and age groups vary each term.  Parents 
and students are encouraged to monitor the School website, 
noticeboards and daily notices for information relating to the TSSS 
competition.  Nominations for Term 1 TSSS Sport have closed.  

Breakfast@Grammar:  With many sporting teams and activities 
now operating, students may wish to access the Breakfast@
Grammar service before school.  Meals are available each morning 
at the North Ward School Canteen from 7:30-8:40am; prices are 
posted on noticeboards and sports pages of the School website.

High Achievers in Sport:

•  Oliver Meade (11/2016) - selected in the NQ U17 Water Polo 
team late last year.

•  Declan Marchioni (8/2016) - selected to represent Qld at the 
recent Australian Junior Triathlon Championships in Canberra.

•  Lara Leong (10/2016) and Chelsea Smith (8/2016) have been 
selected in the NQ Surf Lifesaving team and will compete at the 
Qld Junior State Surf Lifesaving Championships.

•  Sheridan Reichhold and Jordan Reichhold (12/2016) have 
been selected in the Qld U18 Women’s Basketball team.

•	 	Correction:  In the final Newsletter of 2015, Harrison Smythe 
(7/2016) and Oscar Dohnalek (9/2016) were recognised for 
selection in the U12 and U13 NQ Futsal team respectively.  In 
fact, they were selected in the Qld Country Futsal teams. 

Footnote: 	It	is	my	intention	within	this	section	to	recognise	appropriate	sporting	
achievements	 of	 students	within	 the	 School.	 	 I	 am	always	 happy	 to	 receive	 this	
information	from	parents,	so	please	do	not	hesitate	to	keep	me	in	touch.		N.B.  For 
space reasons, recognition is normally limited to NQ representation standard or 
higher.

MR PETER CHRISTIE
peter.christie@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE HEAD OF TEACHER PERFORMANCE 
AND DEVELOPMENT
Introduction:  As the new Head of Teacher Performance & 
Development, I feel very fortunate to join such an impressive 
school, and very much look forward to working with the teaching 
staff at North Ward and Annandale as we continue to develop our 
culture of professional learning to ensure that we actively develop 
our practice to meet the needs of all students at Grammar.  

My teaching and leadership career began in New York City’s public 
high school system, segued to primary school in North London 
and took me to both the private and public systems in Melbourne.  
Teaching in such a variety of systems taught me many lessons 
about teaching and learning, and about the wonderful collegiality 
found in the profession.  My early impressions of Grammar reveal 
that this will be a very rich environment in which to work.

In addition to working as a teaching coach and mentor in 
Melbourne, I was a literacy specialist and focused on cross curricular 
reading and writing.  I have a strong interest in differentiation and 
development of thinking skills, and I still love teaching English. 

My husband, a professor at James Cook University, and I have 
three children, two at University of Melbourne and one in Year 12.

MRS MARY-ANNE GRIFFITH
mary-anne.griffith@tgs.qld.edu.au

FROM THE CAREERS ADVISOR
The decision-making process for the next step in the journey of your 
child towards a rewarding and successful career pathway should 
begin with relevant and accurate information gathering.  Students 
have many influences in their lives that affect this decision making 
and with a myriad of information sources available, this process 
can be confusing and difficult.  

As a parent, how can you help?

The High Five Principles of Career Development are an excellent 
starting point.

1. Change is constant:  The career your child chooses now may 
not exist in the future.  Students need to be taught skills that 
can be transferred to various careers.

2. Learning is lifelong:  The degree your child chooses next 
year may become irrelevant to the career they pursue in the 
future.  It is important to acknowledge that they will always 
be updating skills to stay employable or to run their own 
business.

3. Focus on the journey:  Don’t get stuck on one option.  Be open 
to change and seize opportunities that present themselves on 
the career journey.

4. Access your allies:  The journey is not a lonely one.  Assist 
your child in listening to the experiences of others, learning 
about possible career choices.

5. Follow your heart:  Success in your child’s life is enjoying 
the job they choose and having a good work/life balance, so 
encourage them to choose an occupation that they will enjoy.  
They need to get to know themselves, believe in themselves 
and dream big!  

Another significant resource is the myfuture.edu.au website 
that has a whole section of advice on how to “Assist Your Child”.  
The Labour Market Portal (www.lmip.gov.au) is also a wealth 
of information about the local and national labour markets, 

providing insight into future employment prospects.  The Job 
Outlook website (www.joboutlook.gov.au) is another useful source 
of information.

Year 12 Future Pathways Interviews:  My interview room is situated 
in the Senior School Year Co-ordinators Office and I am available 
for appointments on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of each 
week.  I will be interviewing every Year 12 in Term 1 to discuss 
career pathways and parents are welcome to participate in this 
process.  My email contact is beth.gilpatrick@tgs.qld.edu.au or 
alternatively my extension is 47224987.

MS BETH GILPATRICK
beth.gilpatrick@tgs.qld.edu.au

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY FACULTY UPDATE
‘Out with the old and in with the new’:  Within the Design and 
Technology Department there has been a growing sense of 
anticipation as the staff and students have been waiting for two 
major refurbishments to near completion. 

Students could not believe their eyes as they entered a fully 
refurbished Engineering workshop, which boasts two brand new 
lathes, new work and welding benches, new tools and a steel rack.  
The completely renovated classroom features ‘state of the art’ LED 
lighting and a complete floor to ceiling makeover.  

Staff also returned to find a fully refurbished and enlarged 
staffroom.  The new staffroom features new benches, bookcases, 
carpet and fittings.

We look forward with anticipation to what can only be described 
as an exciting year.

MR JOHN SIBTHORPE
john.sibthorpe@tgs.qld.edu.au

MATHEMATICS FACULTY UPDATE
Year 8 Mathematics:  To allow some settling in time, all classes 
follow the same programme and then, based on previous Levels 
of Achievement, test results and teacher recommendation, the 
cohort is streamed in Week 4.  This enables us to form a smaller 
group of students who require some extra support in Mathematics.  
One way parents can help in the Mathematics area is to make sure 
their child completes their homework and Maths Mate sheets 
(with required working).  Another valuable ‘at home’ activity is to 
make sure your child has instant recall of their times tables.

...how good is this?

Preparing for their first launch...
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Calculators:  Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and Year 10-12 Mathematics 
A require a scientific calculator.  Students enrolled in Years 10-12 
Mathematics B and C require a graphics calculator; the required 
calculator is either the Casio 9860G AU+ (Year 11 and 12) or (if 
purchasing new) the Casio FX–CG20AU.  These calculators have 
been designed for the Australian Curriculum and these are the ones 
staff will use for instructions in class.  As there is to be no borrowing 
of these items in exams, students may be disadvantaged if they do 
not have the correct equipment.  Parents are also reminded that 
engraving of calculators is essential as this sometimes helps if the 
calculator is misplaced.

Mathematics Enrichment:  Many parents contact me or the 
mathematics teachers about Mathematics Enrichment ideas for 
their children.  There are a number of activities students can get 
involved in over the school year. 

The Mathematics Challenge is open to all Years 7-10 students and 
runs from late April to early May.  Registration for this activity 
will occur in the next two weeks.  Participants will be given a 
permission note to be signed by parents and returned to me, the 
cost ($25.30) will be billed on the Term 2 Fee Statement.

The next level of the Maths Challenge, the Enrichment Stage 
allows for further enrichment with students working at a level 
usually two years higher than their own year level.  In addition, 
some students can attempt the AIMO (Australian Intermediate 
Mathematics Olympiad) competition.  This is a 4 hour exam in 
August of each year.  These candidates are usually students who 
received a Distinction or above on the Mathematics Challenge. 

The Australian Mathematics Competition will be held on 28 July 
and is open to all students, with a selection of students in Years 
7-12 usually completing it.  Students in Year 11 who wish to be 
considered for the National Mathematics Summer School should 
make sure they complete as many of these enrichment activities 
as possible. 

Lastly, some of our high achieving Year 10 Mathematics C students 
will be invited to attend the QAMT Year 10 Mathematics Camp, a 4 
day camp held on Magnetic Island in August. 

If you would like your child to be involved in any of these activities 
during the year please contact me as soon as possible and I will 
make sure they are included in the registrations.

MRS KERRI HILL
kerri.hill@tgs.qld.edu.au

TGS PARENTS NETWORK
New Year Membership Welcome:  Why not consider getting 
involved in the TGS Parents Network this year?  It’s a great way to 
connect with other parents within the School community – across 
all campuses and year levels – and is also a wonderful avenue to 
stay in touch with what is happening around the School.  Principal, 
Richard Fairley regularly addresses Parent Network meetings about 
School activities and invites staff members to present on a wide 
range of topics about life at Grammar – everything from boarding 
to curriculum and the many and varied activities in between.  The 
Parents Network has become a valued parent service group for 
the School courtesy of many activities such as providing catering 
for staff and students at school sporting events, hosting the bi-
annual Golf Day and co-ordinating the popular Second Hand Book 
Shop each year.  

Meetings are held at the North Ward Campus boardroom on 
designated Thursday mornings throughout the School year, just 
check your Grammar calendars.  The current committee would 
love to welcome new members in 2016.

Second Hand Book Shop Service:  A sincere thank you is extended 
to all those parents who volunteered their time to assist with 
the TGS Parents Network Second Hand Book Shop Service in 
November, December and January.  This service, once again, 
proved extremely popular and the move to an air-conditioned 
office in the IB Staffroom Building at North Ward, with expanded 
storage space, was a welcome one over the Summer months.  
More than $19,000 of book sales were processed through the 
service by the end of this three-month period.  The majority of 
those funds will be returned to the families who pledged their 
books for re-sale while a small service fee will be retained to help 
support Parent Network projects throughout the year.  

All paperwork from the book shop will be processed within the 
next few months and funds reimbursed to family accounts during 
Term 2.  Students and parents should be aware that the remaining 
second hand text books not sold this year will be held for re-sale 
(if current) for the 2017 school year.  Families are still able to 
purchase second hand texts at any time throughout the school 
year by contacting the Enrolments Office for assistance.  

Catering Assistance:  Even if you are unable to attend Network 
meetings through the year, Grammar parents can still get 
involved by lending a hand at the School’s many sporting carnivals 
throughout the year.  Helping hands are always welcome at 
these carnivals to turn a snag on the barbecue, serve behind the 
counter or deliver teacher meals on the day.  Just keep an eye 
out in newsletters or on the school App when calls for assistance 
are published.  The first catering event for the year will be the 
Interhouse Cross Country in Term 2.

MRS VICKY KRAYEM
tgsparentsnetwork@tgs.qld.edu.au
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
THE MAURIE BLANK ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

For visitors or new parents to the School the first building they will enter is the Maurie Blank Administration Building.  The ground floor 
of the building encompasses the offices of senior staff and support staff and also includes an array of honour boards, photographs and 
plaques that reflect the history of the School.  Two of the more distinctive boards are the Honoris Causa established in 1907 and the Pro 
Patria established in 1917.  The history of this building is an interesting one as it was the second permanent building, after School House, 
to be erected at the School.

In 1939, past student and former master Mr T.B.Whight was appointed Headmaster of the School.  Due to the increase of enrolments, his 
first major task was to build new classrooms.  It was thus, perhaps, fortunate that Mr Whight had attended the opening of the new brick 
classroom block at the West End State School.  Mr Whight had attended that school in the 1920s and, in wandering around the grounds, he 
noticed that the Kindergarten Annexe was to be either demolished or given away.  Mr Whight approached a Trustee, W.R.M.Kogler, and the 
two then wrote to the Minister of Public Instruction asking for the building to be donated to the School.  In June 1939 the School gratefully 
accepted the donation of the building from the Department but on the condition that the School pay the removal costs.

In September 1939 Mr Whight advised the Trustees that:  “Mr Adams, the Government Supervisor of Works, would be instructed to give 
the Trustees advice in connection with the new building and obtain an estimate for removing and re-erecting the building from the West 
End School in its present form.”  In October 1939 Mr Adams advised the Trustees that the cost of removal would be roughly £200 and the 
cost of the completed building would be no more than £600.  

At the beginning of 1940 the Trustees were forced to make a decision as to whether to erect the building exactly as is or place the timber 
frame on a brick block.  In some respects their hand was forced because numbers had increased by twenty-eight and Mr Whight had 
introduced new subjects, including Physics.  The School employed an Old Boy, Joe Rooney, as the architect and, in April 1940, he came up 
with a costing of £2647/3/3 for the building as we now know it, a block base with a timber upper floor.  Mr Rooney also estimated that it 
would take sixteen weeks for the building to be erected.

The Trustees approached the Bank of New South Wales but were refused a loan.  They then approached the National Bank of Australia who 
was prepared to lend the School £1,750 at five and a half per cent interest.  The interesting point regarding this loan was that the Trustees 
mortgaged “Portion 120 of the 15 acres, 3 rood and 12 perches of the School grounds.”  It is thought that this is the only time the School 
has mortgaged its land to cover a loan.  The final cost of the building was to be £3,000 with the Jubilee Appeal Fund providing £800 and 
the rest of the amount coming from general revenue.  The Jubilee Fund had been set up by Headmaster Rowland to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the School.

Writing in the 1941 School Magazine Mr Whight describes the new building 
as follows:  “On the second floor is the Big School Room, 70 feet by 25 feet.  In 
remodelling, the needs of the climate were kept in mind, and the whole end of 
the northern wall consists of louvres and casements.  By folding doors, it divides 
into three excellent classrooms.  Due to the willing co-operation of a prominent 
Sydney firm, specializing in the lighting of schools, an excellent lighting scheme was 
adopted.  The plan chosen as the most suitable provides shadowless, diffused light, 
which is of great benefit to boarders, when studying at night.”

The ground floor contains, as well as three classrooms, the Headmaster’s study, 
a Masters’ Common Room, the School Library and Reading Room.  The Masters’ 
Common Room is well furnished and fills a long-felt need.  The library is well-stocked 
and the furnishings enhance its attractiveness as a reading room.”  He went on to add that the erection of the building freed up space in 
other areas of the School allowing common rooms for both Day-Boys and Boarders.

The School was not able to enjoy the benefits afforded by the new building for long when in January 1942 the buildings and grounds were 
taken over by the RAAF and the WAAF.  On the 25th of February No 3 Fighter Sector Headquarters were established at the School with 
the WAAF taking control of the new building.  Until the start of 1945, when the School was vacated by the Air force, the top floor of the 
building was used as a radar spotting centre.  The ladies who worked in that section were billeted at St Anne’s Cathedral School, at that 
time situated in the city.

After the War, assemblies were held on the top floor [until 1973], as were School 
plays, debates and other activities such as dances.  In 1955 the building that is now 
named the Len Daniels Building was built.  It was built in an almost mirror image to 
the Maurie Blank Building, with a brick block base and the old dormitory block erected 
in 1910 dismantled and then being erected on top.  The top floor consisted of science 
laboratories while the ground floor had classrooms and a Masters’ Duty Room.  The 
P.F.Rowland Library was added in the mid 1960s and the Rheuben Science Block was 
built in 1972-73.

Since the mid 1970s many more buildings have been added to the School but for many 
years the Maurie Blank Building was the lone classroom building in the School.  It is a 
structure that is fondly remembered by many past students.

MR BILL MULLER
School Archivist

Assembly Room 1947

The School 1953 by G.Morris

Rory Allen (Hodges House Capt)
Thomas Arnold (Boarder Captain, Rugby Capt)
Alexandra Baxter 
Catherine Cristaldi 
Cameron Crouch (Miller House Capt)
Cassy Delahunty (Boarder Capt)
Belinda Dennis 
Isabella Dooley
Caitlin Harvey (Hodges House V-Capt)
Jaime Jensen 
Finn Kaesehagen (Rowland House Capt)
Joseph Kenway (School Capt)
Sanjeevan Ketheesan 

Jasmine Lee (School V-Capt, Music Capt, Orchestra Leader)
Jayden Livock (Miller House V-Capt)
Maison Lukic-Bristow 
Christopher O’Dempsey 
Natasha Robinson (Netball Capt, Whight House Capt)
Siddarth Roche (School V-Capt)
Cain Saltmarsh (Whight House V-Capt)
Eleanor Skuza (School Capt)
Su Soe 
Aditya Suvarna 
Ella Thompson (Athletics Capt)
Thomas Wright 

School Prefects

Ruby Alcock (Cross Country Capt)
Isha Anand (Debating Capt)
Samantha Beringen (Hodges House Capt)
Carl Burnett (Rowing Capt, Choir Leader)
Michael Crane (Athletics Capt)
Fraser Cumming (Debating Capt)
Rhys Doherty (Hodges House V-Capt)
Jade Fahy (Rowland House Capt)
Andrew Gah-Bell (Music Capt)
Amy Gilbett (Miller House Capt)
William Hunter (Cross Country Capt)

Cain Kirk (Orchestra Leader)
Kira Muller (Swimming Capt)
Sebastian Nancarrow-Abbas (Whight House Capt)
Romy Ohlin (Rowland House V-Capt)
Alexander Orlandi (Swimming Capt)
Grace-ann Prentice (Miller House V-Capt)
Madeleine Simonsen (Choir Leader)
Max Skinner (Rowland House V-Capt)
Natasha Tahan (Whight House V-Capt)
Alicia Young (Rowing Captain)

Senior School Co-curricular Leaders

Jye Davies (Miller House Capt)
Jared Heymann (Music Capt)
Shimmer Hinchy (Hodges House Capt)
Oliver Jhinku (Hodges House Capt)
Sally Jones (Middle School V-Capt)
Jacob Krayem (Middle School Capt, Rowland House Capt)
Christian Minuzzo (Middle School V-Capt)

Lou-Isa Natoga Varea (Rowland House Capt)
Yideg Nethery (Whight House Capt)
Ziying Ni (Music Capt)
Emma Robertson (Middle School Capt)
Ammie Stephenson (Miller House Capt)
Jessica Stobie (Whight House Capt)

Middle School Leaders

Junior School Leaders
Sydney Adams (Community Service Capt)
Thomas Bow (Miller House Capt)
Luke Carroll (Music Capt)
Joshua Connery (Hodges House Capt)
Natasha Coppo (Whight House V-Capt)
Gabriel Diedrick (Whight House V-Capt)
Tahlia Dowthwaite (Whight House Capt)
Ashley Gisinger (Rowland House V-Capt)
Alyssa Golding (Miller House Capt)
Ashlyn Gross (Rowland House Capt)
Philippa Jhinku (Music Capt)

Yasmin Jones (Hodges House Capt)
Charlotte Kavanagh (Miller House V-Capt)
Charli Lisowiec (Hodges House V-Capt)
Reuben McCall (Hodges House V-Capt)
Mark Moran (Junior School Capt) 
Ethan Morgan (Rowland House Capt)
Zachary Olsen (Miller House V-Capt)
Jude Palmer (Whight House Capt)
Tejal Pillai (Junior School Capt)
Ashmith Sivayoganathan (Community Service Capt)
Babette Verkuijl (Rowland House V-Capt)

2  0  1  6



ABSENTEE LINES North Ward 4722 4900 | Annandale 4725 3588 Page 16

SCHOOL SPONSORS
SUPPORT THE SPONSORS WHO ARE SUPPORTING YOUR SCHOOL IN 2016!  

WE ENCOURAGE THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY TO CONSIDER USING THE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES OF THE 
FOLLOWING  BUSINESSES.

A.E. Smith & Sons 
All Blinds & Curtains
AON Risk Services 
Beaches Pet Resort
Dentist on Paxton
Frontier Voice & Data
Georgio Clothing
Halls Firearms

Jepson Media
Moore Stephens Queensland
National Australia Bank
Norstate Marketing 
NPS Corporate
Office Choice - Pen to Paper 
OracleStudio - Web Design & Development
Personal Best Aquatics & Kokoda Memoral Pool

Pickerings Auto Group
Progress Book World
Roberts Nehmer McKee Lawyers 
Ruswin Integrated Security Systems
The Athlete’s Foot
Tippett Schrock Architects 
Townsville Academy of Performing Arts 
Wulguru Meat Market

Please contact Ms Marion Walker-Campbell (4722 4917) if we have inadvertently omitted your business from this Sponsors list.

SPORT HONOUR ROLL

AUST
Mitch McGrath (7/2016) - Futsal*

QLD
Oscar Dohnalek (9/2016) - Futsal
Samuel Lavender (10/2016) - Rock	Climbing*
Hiteshan Lopata (11/2016) - Surf	Life	Saving*
Declan Marchioni (8/2016) - Triathlon*
Simone Mills (8/2016) - Surf	Life	Saving*
Christian Minuzzo (9/2016) - Futsal*

Jordan Reichhold (12/2016) - Basketball
Sheridan Reichhold (12/2016) - Basketball
Harrison Smythe (7/2016) - Futsal*

NQ
Lachlan Carey (8/2016) - Triathlon*
Joshua Connery (6/2016) - OzTag*
Campbell Corrigan (7/2016) - Cricket*
Jack Greenwood (5/2016) - Futsal*
Connor Latouf (8/2016) - Triathlon*

Reilly Latouf (6/2016) - Triathlon
Lara Leong (10/2016) - Surf	Life	Saving
Oliver Meade (11/2016) - Water	Polo
Luke Moran (11/2016) - Cricket*
Mark Moran (6/2016) - Cricket*
Alex Orlandi (12/2016) - Water	Polo*
Chelsea Smith (8/2016) - Surf	Life	Saving
Jaime Symington (11/2016) - Water	Polo*

STUDENTS ACKNOWLEDGED ON THIS HONOUR ROLL HAVE REPRESENTED THEIR SPORT, THROUGH A SELECTION 
PROCESS, AT NQ, STATE OR NATIONAL LEVEL.  N.B. ONLY THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION IN EACH 

SPORT IS RECORDED, REGARDLESS OF PATHWAY OR AGE GROUP SELECTION.  

This Honour Roll will be progressively updated during the year to recognise Australian, Qld and NQ Representation - (Club and/or 
School - both Primary and Secondary).   Students with an * denotes selection in Term 4, 2015.

S c h o l a r S 
a S S e m b ly  2 0 1 6


