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What a great start to the season!  The TCS Regatta last Sunday was the first racing experience for all our 
newcomers and they certainly put on a good show!  

Our Year 8 Boys and Girls featured strongly in all their events with Shanelle Flute carving her name in the 
waterway with a magnificent win in the Girls Year 8 Single Scull! 

The Senior team boated well with quite a few wins in hand and some very good placings too. The Girls 
Eight had a solid row finishing second to a sizeable Cathedral School crew and the Boys stormed home 
for a narrow win in their event.   

Grammar are renown for incrementally creeping up on the opposition throughout the season and from the 
results so far we are in a very strong position among the field. Well done everyone! 

*All photos from this regatta are now available on the Student Drive. The regatta results are now available on Moodle. 

Regatta 
Planning 

My goal in the first two regattas of the season is to get everyone into the swing of things and come off the 

water with some good rows under their belts. It is also a time of experimentation, trialling combinations 

and discovering where our strengths lie amongst the competition.  Generally, athletes do not row every 

boat class at a local one day regatta. Due to the short course at present (currently 650m instead of 

1000m) I am sending athletes out in a few more races than would usually be the norm. The 

Championship regattas that run over two to three days allow more time for recovery and give athletes the 

chance to race more events. For 2016 these regattas are the North Queensland Schools Championships 

and (for selected athletes), the Queensland Schools State Championships.  

For local competition we choose one to two events for each member and begin the process of selecting 

who best suits the different categories of boat. Ultimately, by the end of Term 2, we will have determined 

who our single scull racers are going to be and who are the best crew combinations and so on.  

For our flagship boats, the Boys and Girls 1st VIII’s, the selection process is not finalised until two weeks 

prior to the Head of the River Regatta. There is no age or year level restriction on these boats. They are 

simply filled by the most powerful and dedicated athletes in the rowing team. At no stage does someone 

“own” a seat in one of these boats and so the pressure remains on these athletes to bring their best 

performances to each and every training session as well as regatta days.  

Athletes “in reserve” for these boats play a pivotal role as well. Remaining on task with training is vital as it 

only takes one case of illness, injury or a lapse in commitment for the next athlete to be called up and they 

need to be ready.   

Whenever possible we will always try and boat a TGS 2nd VIII to keep our sweep rowers in tune as well 

as give them the racing experience they can either take into a 1st VIII boat or into the next season 

whichever the case may be. 

TGS Rowing Notes—Week Ending 15/05/2016 

Greetings Rowing Team Parents and Students. 

Year 8 Girls on the move! 



TGS Rowing 

Duke of 
Edinburgh’s 
Award   
Programme 

Undertaking the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award programme I am sure is an amazing experience for those 
that take on the challenge however, it is a personal endeavour and a personal choice. 

NO Duke of Edinburgh’s Award activity has priority over Rowing training or regattas. This includes 
anything from training weekends to the South Passage Voyage. 

This message has been clearly made by Mr. Robson, Co-ordinator of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
programme and I reinforce this message every year at our first team meeting for the season.  

Please ensure you plan your Duke of Edinburgh’s Award commitments around your Rowing 
commitments. If you require any help with alternate dates for your Duke of Edinburgh’s Award activities 
please see Mr. Robson for advice. 

General 
Attendance 

The most basic expectation of signing on to the School rowing programme is attendance and instilling the 
value of commitment to team and crew is an essential component of our educating students in this sport. 

In fairness to other members in the Rowing team I can make no concession in crewing allocations, 
selections and planning should students choose to attend any external activity over their commitment to a 
representative sport within the School. 

Please be aware that the decisions you make will affect the decisions that I have to make in the best 
interests of the rowing team.  

Moodle All team members have been enrolled in the Grammar Rowing course on Moodle. Our Moodle course 

allows students to access regatta results, ergometer results, video analysis, coxswain resources and a 

growing list of content that will assist every athlete in the team. 

If you have not yet done so, please log into the Rowing Course on Moodle and have a look around! 

IPC/SMMC 
Regatta 
 

The Ignatius Park College/St. Margaret Mary’s College Regatta is the next big event on our calendar.  

This regatta is on Sunday 22/05/2016 and will be held once again at the Townsville & JCU Club on 
Aplin’s Weir at Douglas.  

All students will be involved in this regatta. 

 

TGS Regatta This year the Townsville Grammar School Regatta is on Sunday 24/07/2016 at the Riverway Rowing 
Club. 

I will be coordinating a volunteer group over the next couple of weeks to get the ball rolling early. If you 
would like to assist to help run our host regatta please send me an email. rowing@tgs.qld.edu.au  

mailto:rowing@tgs.qld.edu.au?subject=TGS%20Regatta%20Help

