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Nathan Moller 
Springvale Station 
(Clermont)

The countdown until our last 
day at Grammar is well and 
truly on and am I keen?  You 
bet ya!  I haven’t been here 
as long as most, and I haven’t 
had the biggest impact on 
the School, but it sure has on 
me! I came to TGS in Term 2 
of Year 9.  It was just another 
school for me. I hadn’t really liked any I’d been to 
previously and still harboured thoughts of dropping 
out as soon as I could.  It’s hard to say what exactly 
made me want to keep on keeping on here until Year 
12, but I’ll tell you what -  

I can proudly say I came in 
good(ish) and will go out 
better!

Everyone in boarding, no matter how many brawls 
they’ve had over the years, can say they are all 
mates.  That’s boarding!  TGS boarding is special in 
the sorts of mates you make.  When I was only new 
here and weary of how different it was, two boys 
went out of their way to be mates with me and show 
me around, one from Hong Kong and the other from 
the Northern Territory.  I never would have expected 
them to do that but that’s nothing special here in 
boarding.  It doesn’t matter where you come from 
or what you look like, boarders stick together.  That’s 
what makes boarding great, and what I will miss the 
most when I finally do leave.
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Grace Oura
CairnS

It seems like such a short period of time since I first became a member of Townsville 
Grammar School as a boarding student. I still remember my mum and I driving up to 
Townsville on my first day of boarding; I was sitting 
nervously in the car having never experienced boarding 
before.  However, as I arrived, I saw so many smiling 
faces and happy people.  Being an only child, I thought 
that living away from home would be hard for me to 
get used to, but I was definitely wrong about that. 
Being a boarder may be one of the best things that ever 
happened to me.  

Boarding is like living in a big family.  We are together through thick and thin and help each other.  I cannot put 
into words how much the friendships have meant, especially when I suddenly lost my father.  Meals are also 
a big part of my life.  I cannot thank the cooking staff enough for providing a variety of treats six times a day: 
breakfast, morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea, dinner and supper.  I was also introduced to jogging, which is now 
one of my favourite hobbies! 

The experience as a boarder would not have been complete without the passion and dedication of staff, 
whether the ladies with our laundry, the cleaners who keep our rooms tidy, Mr Wilson and Ms Therese for 
always thinking about what’s best and also putting so much effort in for us, and of course the Boarders’ Tutors 
who offer support after school. - I am missing boarding already.... 

Sam Dennis
Urella Station 
(Clermont)

Townsville Grammar Boarding 
house is to me, a residence 
filled with fond memories.  
Starting out as a shy little 
Year 8 kid, I have grown 
into a confident senior, 
ready to graduate and full 
of anticipation for the next 
chapter of my life!   Five 

years ago, I traded the open plains of home to sharing 
a house with up to 23 other blokes and this was pretty 
confronting.

Upon arriving at TGS, I involved myself in as many 
sporting activities as I could possibly fit into my day. 
I even managed to do a decent amount of academic 
work on the side.  But seriously - I firmly believe being a 
boarder has helped me excel both academically and in 
my extra curricula activities.  Grammar has enabled me 
to be part of team sports that I would never be able to 
play back home. 

I was thrilled to learn no 
longer would I start the day 
at dawn as I did at Urella 
but instead I slept until 7 
am!

The boarding school experience for many encompasses 
the years of their lives when they progress from an 
adolescent to beginning adulthood, and it was here that 
I learned most about myself.  I have learnt valued life 
lessons and skills which, I am confident, will serve me 
well in my future endeavours. Thank you TGS.  
 

If I had known 
what to expect,  
I would have 
loved to have 
been a boarder 
earlier.
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Ka Lok (Eric) Leung
Hong - kong

 A wise man once said,  

“You are put onto this world to help others, and 
if you can’t help them at least don’t hurt them”

This is the quote I’m sure many of my fellow boarders will remember for the rest of 
their lives.  Travelling to major cities across the world is not an issue; however a place 
like Townsville was a whole new level. 

My first impression of Townsville was strange as it seemed so empty compared to 
Hong Kong.  However, this perspective quickly changed as I stepped into the gates of 
Grammar boarding for the first time.  Boarding at Grammar is truly something special 
that cannot be expressed by words.  It is the sense of bonding and community within 
boarding that makes it special. 

When I first began my journey in what is now a heritage listed building, School House, I had just started boarding 
as a little Year 8 boy.  Although having previous boarding experience under my belt, my first day of boarding at TGS 
was still nerve-racking. The moment I stepped into School House, I knew this was going to be the place where I 
had to spend the next six months with 13 strangers.  However, the word ‘stranger’ was tossed out the window the 
second I stepped through the door.  Everyone just smiled and waved at me, and then came millions of questions 
asking my name and home town.  At that moment, I thought I was a superstar.

Believe it or not, that first day pretty much set the tone of Grammar boarding for me.  The sense of community and 
family was seen on a daily basis.  The kindness and care that 150 boarders offer to each other is just magnificent.  
In boarding, the boundary amongst year levels and the fear of a Year 7 talking to a Senior simply just does not exist, 
since boarding is just a big family.

Boarding over the five years has been a blast.  However, the memories and friendships are something that I will 
treasure for the rest of my life.  

 
Samantha Duggan
ingHam

Being a boarder is like climbing a tree.  It’s really hard to start and on your way there 
are many branches and bumps to climb over.  Once you get past the challenges the view 
from the top is amazing and no matter how hard you try you will never want to come 
down. 

I became a boarder at the beginning of last year and honestly I’ve never been more 
scared in my life.  I still remember the feeling of being curled up on my bed shaking but 
that was soon to change.  From about five minutes after my parents left I had friendly 
and exciting people coming from everywhere to introduce themselves and make sure 
I felt comfortable.   Within the first 24 hours I had been pulled over to a seat in the 
dining hall, sat up late having amusing 

conversations with people I’d just met and been woken at 5am to 
go for a run up suicide hill. 

Every single person I have met in the past two years, from the 
students, kitchen, laundry and cleaning staff, the houseparents and 
boarding staff, to most importantly, Mr. Wilson, have helped shape me 
into a much better person than I was when I started. 

Over the past two years, I have made friends and memories that are going to last beyond a lifetime.  Even though 
entering the big scary world of reality is going to be tough, I can say without a doubt that nothing could have 
prepared me for it better than boarding. I guess it’s now 
time for me to take a deep breath and jump out of the 
tree because I know that no matter how stuck I get, from 
now on I will always have the friends I made in boarding 
to help me through it.

I honestly never thought 
you could feel so 

comfortable around a 
group of strangers.


