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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Another school year is well under way. Our first 
Melior Exi of the year is about to be published and I 
have been asked to gather a few words together for 
it, regarding some of the activities already passed so 
far this year, and some others planned for later on. 
Just as an aside, and possibly of little interest to most, but of 
great interest to the students who I rubbed shoulders with in my 
time at the School, it was 50 years ago this year, in 1965, that my 
twin brother and myself first attended the School. In that class 
of  ’65, I was in Grade 6, along with, if my memory serves me 
correctly, Robert McNiven, my twin brother Rob, Gary Halloran, 
Graham Foot and one other who I cannot recall at present. Our 
Class was combined with Grade 7 and taught by Mr Cook. Our 
classroom was Room 4, part of which, now, is Mr Fairley’s office.
The ANZAC Day ceremony this year was extraordinary. The 
centenary of Gallipoli was celebrated with the unveiling of a 
dedicated Gallipoli Memorial, placed 
adjacent to the existing memorial in 
the Quad. I would like to thank all of 
those people involved in the erection 
of this separate Gallipoli memorial 
cairn. It is magnificent, with a bronze 
Diggers Hat, complete with emu 
feather headdress, placed on top 
of the memorial, and listing all 28 
past students who served during the 
Gallipoli campaign. During the wreath 
laying ceremony, Mr Lux Foot, a 
descendant of the two Foot brothers 
killed at Gallipoli, laid a wreath  at  
the base of the new memorial.  

I would like to make special 
mention of Amanda Faher, the 
sculptor of the bronze diggers 
hat and feathers, atop the 
new memorial. At morning 
tea, after the Service, I was 
introduced to her and I asked if the authentic look of the hat 
was intentional as, I thought, she had captured the distinct 
look of a used and worn hat that could have easily come 
straight from the battle front. She told me that she had 
endeavoured to do just that. I think she captured it perfectly. 
Later in the year the Reunion will be on again. Due to the closure 
of the Irish Club, the usual meeting spot for the Brisbane chapter, 
will this year be held at The West End Gardens Restaurant for 
the first Saturday in July.  The Townsville gathering will be at 
The Brewery from 6.30 pm on the 1st of August.  See you there!

Mr Jack Callcott (1965-1969)
PRESIDENT

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The 100th Anniversary year of the ANZAC landing has 
provided a very special opportunity for Grammar to 
reflect on our country’s heritage and the tragic part played 
by 28 Grammarians in this ill-fated Gallipoli campaign. 
The exhaustive research undertaken by former Deputy 
Headmaster, Mr Bill Muller has been important for all in 
the community – past, present and future. The support 
from the Past Grammarians Association and President Jack 
Callcott, in facilitating the co-funding of our new Gallipoli 
memorial, so aptly located in the Quadrangle in the shadow 

South-east Queensland 
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of School House, is also acknowledged and appreciated. 
The attendance of Past Grammarians, Mr Lux and Mr 
Paul Foot and Sgt Rebecca Harvey (nee Foot) at the 
unveiling of the ANZAC memorial, added significantly to 
the ceremonial occasion. Past Grammarians Henry and 
Alexander Foot were both killed in action at Gallipoli.

 
It is pleasing to report that works on School House are 
progressing with builders on site meticulously restoring 
the northern veranda (front of the building). We anticipate 
these tedious works will take until the end of 2015.
The extension to the Music Centre in Paxton Street is 
also progressing to plan and this significantly enhanced 
facility should be ready in third term. At North Shore, 
the TGS Early Education Centre opened in January 
and enrolments (for 3 and 4 year olds) have already 
exceeded expectations. It will only be a matter of time 
before the Centre will be at capacity with a waiting list.

During May, a number of Past Grammarians enjoyed the 
opportunity to experience the 2015 School Production Ring 
Round the Moon. The biennial Production was directed by Ms 
Fiona Perry,  with musical direction from Mr Samuel Blanch. The 
show was a wonderful mix of music, dance, humour, exquisite 
costume and acting excellence. Sometimes, it is hard to believe 
that a Grammar Production is in fact a School production.

In the long tradition of School Tours, this year sees 
our senior Rugby and Netball teams travel together in 
the September holidays and visit France and the UK 
with games against Seaford College, Queens Taunton 
School, Uppingham School and Yarm School in the UK.

Mr Richard Fairley
PRINCIPAL

NEWS OF PAST GRAMMARIANS
The School recently received a visit from Bob Hamilton who 
was researching his family history. Five of his great-uncles 
attended Grammar with FRANK AND ERNEST HAMILTON 
enrolling in 1888, two of the first 23 students to enrol. Frank 
went on to be head-boy and dux in 1889. Three other brothers, 
WALTER, HAROLD AND NORMAN enrolled in the 1890’s.
Another family from the past that has made contact is 
the Morton Family. Roy Morton writes that his father 
Robert Morton married one of the sisters of the five Foot 
brothers who attended Grammar. They had five sons, ALEC, 
KEITH, CEDRIC, RICHARD and ROY who were all boarders at 
Grammar. In more recent years three more Morton family 
members have been boarders: JOHN, CHARLES and JAMIE.
Thanks to the family of NEIL RUSSELL [1934] for sponsoring 
a commemoration display remembering those past 
students and staff who were killed at Gallipoli.   Neil 
was a war hero in World War Two being awarded a 
DCM for bravery displayed at the Battle of Tobruk.
Pippa Carron, the daughter of L.T.CARRON [1938] recently 
visited the School. Her father was Dux and Head Boy in 
1938. After serving in World War Two her father studied 
forestry completing a Doctorate at Oxford University. 
He was later to be Head of Forestry in Tasmania. 
Thanks also to the family of GEORGE ROBERTS [1928] 
for donating the interesting and well-written biography 
of George called “Celebrating a Life in Townsville.”
Best wishes to ERNIE HOOLIHAN [1952] for a speedy recovery 
from his recent illness. Ernie is a keen Past Grammarian and 
is a regular attendee at functions held by the Association.
It was good to see LUX FOOT [1953] at the School’s 
ANZAC Day Commemoration. Lux laid a wreath in 
honour of his two uncles who were killed at Gallipoli.
BILL TWEDDELL [1967] continues in the diplomatic service 
and is currently the Australian Ambassador to the Philippines.
DON BOOTH [1983] completed a course at the University of 
Central Queensland after leaving school. Since then he has 
worked variously as an Aquaculture technician at JCU and at 
AIMS. For the last 13 years he has run his own business in 
town and is working on a patent for a device he invented 
a few years ago. We wish him all the best in this venture.
Congratulations to IAN YANG [1983] on his recent 
appointment as Professor of Medicine at the 
University of Queensland. His proud father is ALBERT 
YANG who was a boarder at the School 1953-1956.

Mr Paul and Lux Foot attending the School ANZAC day service with  
Principal Mr Richard Fairley

North Shore Early Education Centre - our youngest Grammarians
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JOAN MILLETT [1989] has recently returned to 
Townsville and is working at the Police Academy.

Thanks to RANEIR MELICK [1991] for his advice 
as to the restoration of the School Ovals after 
World War Two. Raneir is a remote sensing expert.
SAM ROSSATO [1993] continues on his travels. He was 
recently in Turkey and England where he took some great 
photographs of war graves and monuments of Past Grammar 
students. He also played for the Australian Army Golden 
Oldies Rugby team against the Ottoman Turks Golden Oldies
team.

RENAE ACTON [1993] is proud of the fact that she graduated 
a hundred years after her great grand - mother MARY FOLEY 
enrolled in the School. Mary Foley was the first girl student to 
enrol at Grammar.  Renae is currently completing her doctorate 
at James Cook University. Her topic is “Innovative Learning 
Spaces, Place and Pedagogic Practice in Higher Education.”
Well done to HARRIET 
DYER [2005] who 
continues to excel in the 
world of theatre, film 
and television. Currently 
starring in “Love Child” 
Harriet was recently 
nominated for two Logie 
Awards: Most popular 
new talent and Most outstanding newcomer.
Congratulations to ALANA TOLMAN [2012] who was 
recently granted a scholarship under the Federal 
Government new Columba Scheme. She received 
the award for the Foreign Minister, Julie Bishop.

BIRTHS 
Congratulations to the 
following past students who 
have recently had babies:
LIAM MULLER [1993] and 
Cassie on the birth of a 
second boy, George Atticus
ELIZABETH KING [nee 
STALEWSKI 1998] on the 
birth of her fourth child, a 
boy named Will.
MARK WALLACE [2004] and 
Katie on the birth of a girl, 
Olivia (pictured with older 
brother James born 2013.)
DR DAVID COKER [2002] and 
Katie on the birth of their 
first child - Eleneor.

vALE
The Association records with sadness the deaths of 
the following members of the Grammar community 
and offer our condolences to their family and friends.
GEORGE VIVIAN ROBERTS [1930] died in early January a 
week short of his 100th birthday. A keen supporter of the 
School George was a legend in his lifetime in Townsville. 
After qualifying as a lawyer George served in the 31st/51st 
Battalion as a captain during World War Two. He was elected 
to the Townsville City Council in 1949 and from 1960 to 1967 
served as deputy-mayor. While on the City Council he was 
instrumental in the purchase of land that was to become 
James Cook University. George Roberts was a foundation 
member of the university college council and a student 
college at the university has been named after him. James 
Cook University awarded him a D.Litt degree in honour of his 
contribution the institution. George was also actively involved 
in charitable causes including Legacy and the Good Shepherd 
Hospice. He took charge of the fund-raising for the Good 
Shepherd Hospice which was opened in 1972. In recognition 
of his community work George was awarded the CBE in 1981.
WILLIAM GEORGE WATKINS [1937] passed away recently. Bill 
spent two years at the School, winning the French Prize in Form 
V. He played in the 1st XIII team and won the 100 yards handicap 
at the Athletics’ Carnival. During World War Two Bill served 
as a leading Aircraftman in the 33 RAAF Operational Base. 
One of the older regular attendees at the Brisbane reunion was 
ESMEE MORRIS [nee TRUSCOTT 1942]. A search of the 1941 
magazine shows that Esmee played in the second basketball 
team. Esmee lived in a retirement village in Aspley and until 
a couple of years ago would always join in the fun of the 
Brisbane reunion. She would be accompanied by BERYL BELL 
[nee BARKER 1941] who also lived at the Aspley retirement 
village. Beryl was in the first basketball team in 1941.
DEL LOWREY [1976-2004] was a long-standing and loyal 
secretary to one headmaster and two principals. Del will 
always be remembered for her immaculate dress sense 
and great rapport with students. She had a responsible 
position which she approached with great integrity and 
responsibility. While never a student at the School she 
married Joe Lowrey [1934], a keen Past Grammarian.
ROBERTA KOOTSOOKOS [nee SIMPSON 1958] passed away 
in January this year. Bobbie was educated at Hermit Park 
Primary School before starting at Grammar in 1955. In her 
final year she was Head Girl and also Head of Hodges House. 
After Senior she trained at the Teachers’ Training College 
in Brisbane before teaching at Hermit Park, Currajong and 
Bowen. She resigned after marrying and had two children, 
both who completed Engineering degrees and Doctorates. 
Later in life Bobbie attained her Real Estate Licence and 
worked in Spring Hill for some years. Joanne Gamble [nee 
Lane 1959] remembers Bobbie as person who had many 
friends with a bright and happy personality and who loved 
to travel. She had a special love for London but also visited 
the USA regularly to visit her son Peter and his family.
In the November 2014 edition of the Melior Exi I wrote 
that very little was known of what ATHALIE YOUNG [1959] 
achieved after leaving school. I would like to thank ELLEN 
PATTERSON [1944] and JUDITH JOHNSTON [nee LOVELL 
1959] for contacting me and providing information 
about Athalie. Judith writes the following about Athalie:  
 

Grammarian Online COmmunity

Sam Rossato (far right) visiting ANZAC Cove and at Golden Oldies Rugby game 
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“Athalie worked at the Townsville Copper Refinery after 
leaving school until health issues necessitated her re-
location to Brisbane. In Brisbane Athalie was in regular 
contact with her classmates from those Grammar years and 
proved to be a loyal friend. Athalie was inspirational to her 
friends in her acceptance of the serious health issues she 
suffered particularly in the past twenty years. She would 
always try to join her fellow classmate’s luncheons and her 
cheerful demeanour often belied her health condition. She 
was our teacher and example through her illness and her 
generosity of spirit left us all in awe of her strength and faith.”

DAVID ALLEN LIDDELL [1960] was the winner of the 
Chelmsford Cup [Rugby Prize] in 1960. On graduating from 
school David, nicknamed “Chubby” by his friends joined the 
legal firm of Roberts, Leu and North to undertake his articles. 
Lloyd Honeycombe [1961] remembers David as a boy he first 
met in 1956 while living in Ayr. Lloyd writes that they met 
when he was dragged off to David’s father shop to get his first 
pair of school shoes. He also did confirmation classes with 
David and Glen Cox. They were all to meet up as boarders in 
1958. Lloyd remembers David as a prop in the 1st XIII and as 
a cricketer who managed to do terrible things with the flight 
of a cricket ball that made it almost impossible to hit. To 
quote Lloyd: “It is the wobbly disco-orientated movement of 
his body from his feet to the hand that completely disguised 

the delivery and the flight and totally confused the ball and 
the receiving batsman. This sleight  of hand and confusion 
was a skill that David employed in later years in his profession 
as a lawyer”. David worked in London, Ayr and Brisbane and 
in recent years tutored at the University of Queensland.
TONY CAPPLER [1981] left school at the end of Year 10. A good 
footballer he undertook an apprenticeship on leaving school. 
Don Booth [1983] who went to kindergarten and Central State 
School remembers Tony as a man who loved his family, his 
daughter Maddie in particular, his mates, crabbing and fishing, 
his footy, his tum, a good feed and telling a very good yarn. 
The son of a long-standing School matron, Edna van Genderen 
and School groundsman, Tus van Genderen, MICHAEL van 
GENDEREN [1983] passed away recently. He is survived by 
his partner, a son and a daughter and three grand-children. 
On leaving school Michael completed his apprenticeship as 
a boiler maker and later in his career became a successful 
businessman involved in investing in pine plantations.
INGRID MARIE PARADEISER [1984] was working as a mid-
wife at the Townsville General Hospital when she passed 
away. Ingrid is survived by her four sisters who were part of 
a prominent squash playing family in the local community.
Another recent passing was that of SARAH DREW [1988]. 
A vivacious and intelligent girl at school Sarah fought 
a long battle against bone cancer soon after leaving 
Grammar. For a time it was thought that she had won 
the battle as she went on to complete a university 
degree and follow a career in her chosen profession. 
BELINDA SNELLGROVE [1993] died a couple of weeks ago 
after a long battle with Cancer.  Both Bj, as she was refered 
to amongst friends, and her husband Tom were passionate 
about their yoga. They studied Iyengar Yoga with the best 
of the best in India and taught in Norway before running 
their own yoga studio in Cardiff. When Bj left school she 
practiced as a beauty therapist for a number of years but 
her passion was always yoga.  Bj was also a keen Whight 
House supporter at school and loved her dancing and 
theatre.  She was well supported with her Cancer by her 
1993 cohort and her sister Rebecca Riley [1995] who 
organised a funraising venture to help with medical costs.  

The memorial to the Dambuster crew of 617 SQN, Lancaster ED 927 AJ-E 
was commemorated on 17 May in a small German town of Haden-Rees.  
Charles William attended Grammar 1929 - 1931.  He was awarded the DFC.
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Jenny Nelson (Lukin), Pat Van Gaaten (Berge), Elaine Trevarthen 
(Martin), Verney Sayers (Smith), Val Campbell (Thomas), Judith Johnson 
(Lovell) and seated Athalie (Young). 


