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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
This year marks 50 years since my twin brother and 
I started at the School in Year 6 in 1965. With that 
half century passing, the School Reunion this year in 
August, brought me back face to face with a number 
of the students who graduated in 1965, and who, 
particularly the boarders, I remembered well, because 
some of them were our dormitory prefects for that 
year. Reunions are always great. The one this year was 
special. To meet people like Vince Smith, Clive Burnup, 
David Murtagh, Keith Powell, Lance Bode, Syd Dunsford 
and others, after 50 years is something else. I was 
fortunate enough to be seated at the 1965 table for 
the dinner and had a great time recounting old stories.

The Reunion was held once again at The Brewery and was 
very well attended by graduates from 1965, 1985, 1995 
and there were also a small contingent from 2005. There 
was only one attendee from the 1975 group, a gentleman 
by the name of Mark Marshall. I promised that I would 
mention him and can add that he had a great time. 

A great night was had by all who attended and I would 
like to thank, in particular, Vince Smith for his dinner 
speech, Kristell Scott and Marion Walker-Campbell 
for their help during the School tour in the morning 
and their efforts at the Reunion dinner. I would like to 
thank the School staff who helped with proceedings 
on the night and the students who performed.

The centenary of Gallipoli was celebrated at the annual 
ANZAC Day ceremony this year. A dedicated Gallipoli 
Memorial was unveiled listing all 28 Past Grammarians 
who served during that campaign. This new memorial has a 
sculptured bronze diggers hat, complete with emu feathers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr 
Richard Fairley for his continued support of our 
Association, Mr Bill Muller, for his never ending 
research and tireless hard work during the year.

Congratulations class of 2015. I wish you all the best and 
look forward to seeing you at School Reunions in the future.

Mr Jack Callcott (1965-1969)
PRESIDENT

BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES:
Congratulations to the following their recent marriages:

SIMON IEVERS (1999) to Sandra McCormack.

DANIEL TAN (2001) to Mia Shen. 

Congratulations to the following on additions to their 
family:

LOUISE MYLES (nee JOHNSON 1998) and MICHAEL 
MYLES (1998) on the birth of their third child, Imogen. 

DAVID JONES (1999) and his wife Jess on the birth of 
Archibald.

David Jones (1999) and baby Archie

Merry Christmas! 

Baby Imogen, daughter of Louise and Michael Myles (1998)
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PAST STUDENT NEWS
The Association wishes EDNA SHAW (1938) a full 
recovery from a recent illness. Edna is the Patron of 
the Association and a great benefactor to the School. 
She has sponsored five art prizes awarded at Speech 
Night and the Ceramics Centre is named after her.

KEITH DUNLOP (1950) recently rang wanting to make 
contact with ERNIE HOOLIHAN (1952). Fortunately 
the Association was able to oblige and two great 
friends from their years at Grammar were once 
again able to discuss “the good old days.” Keith now 
lives in Toowoomba and Ernie resides in Townsville.

In July, Colonel (Retd) ARTHUR BURKE  OAM (1961) 
was presented with an award in recognition of his 
service to the ANZAC Day Commemoration Committee 
of Queensland by Premier Anastacia Palaszczuk MP at 
a special dinner commemorating this occasion in the 
Speaker’s Dining Room at Parliament House, Brisbane.

The words on the plaque commended Arthur’s 
dedication to his work and tell the story:

‘Presented in recognition of 23 years of devoted, 
loyal and meritorious service, including 17 
years as President, aimed at promoting the 
Spirit of ANZAC to the People of Queensland.’

Arthur plays an important role in keeping the spirit of 
the past Grammarians alive and well here in Brisbane 
and his former Grammar school classmates would like 
to add their congratulations on this special occasion.

James Cook University’s (JCU) governing 
body, the University Council has elected BILL 
TWEDDELL (1967)  as JCU’s next Chancellor. 

IAN ATKINSON (1980) is a Professor and Director 
of the eResearch Centre at James Cook University.

PENNY ROE (nee DREW (1982) completed a Bachelor of 
Engineering (Chemical) from the University of Queensland 
before moving to Melbourne. Penny has two children and 
has worked in a wide range of roles including, engineering, 
health and safety and environment and is currently working 

on the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre Project.

Penny’s brother ALEC DREW (1985) has an honours 
degree from James Cook University and a PhD in 
Tropical Health from the University of Queensland. 
Alec has worked in medical and veterinary research 
since graduating and is now a senior scientist at Nexvet.

STEPHANIE MOLES (1985) is a Commodore 
in the Royal Australian Navy and has the vital 
role as Director of General Maritime Support. 

Thanks to BEV PRICE (nee PEARCE 1986) for sending 
in the photo of Mr Rowland’s desk. The desk was 
given to SPENSER HOPKINS, one of the initial twenty-
three students to enrol and a long-standing School 
trustee, by Mr Rowland when he retired in 1938.

Dr CAROLYN MOORES (nee MAYOCCHI 1986) 
recently featured in Duo Magazine as one of 
Townsville’s Inspirational Women in Business. 
Carolyn is Head of the Science Faculty at the School.

It was great to hear from JANE KREIS (nee O’DONNELL 
(1989) recently. Jane has two children and completed a 
PhD in Theatre from the University Of Wollongong. Jane is 
heavily involved in theatre and was the inaugural director 
of Theatre Network NSW and also works a research and 
development consultant in Regional Arts NSW. Jane 
is the daughter of JENNY O’DONNELL, a long serving 
Guidance Counsellor at Grammar. Jenny is enjoying 
her retirement working on a winery, in the Canberra 
region, she and her husband established ten years. 

JONATHAN MULLER (1991) is enjoying his new 
job as Assistant Director of Interim Inspector-
General of Biosecurity, based in Canberra.

JULIAN WICKSTEED [1993]. Julian is now writing his fifth 
book on fishing. His first four books were on fishing in Africa, 
South America, Alaska and West Africa. He is also a top 
rate photographer and with sales in the USA and Europe.

SCOTT O’NEILL (1999) recently completed ten years 

Mr Rowland’s desk

Mr Arthur Burke, receiving his award



Page 3 
Melior Exi – December 2015

of teaching at The Cathedral School and last year 
celebrated playing his two hundredth first grade 
game for the Old Boys. Scotty is now semi-retired 
from serious rugby and enjoyed playing in the Old 
Boys’ third grade side that won the premiership.

Wonderful to read in the local paper recently that 
ANTHONY CALEO (2003) who was badly burnt 
on his family property some time ago is making a 
great recovery and is back working on the property.

KATE WALLACE (2002) is working in Christchurch 
as a doctor. She recently completed her 
post-graduate studies in paediatrics. 

HARRIET DYER (2005) continues to shine in 
the world of theatre, television and film. She 
recently took her first step on to the big screen 
with a starring role in the film ‘Ruben Guthrie’.

Congratulations to J.P.SMITH (2006) on winning through 
the qualifiers to be in the main draw at Wimbledon and the 
US Open. JP who recently won a tournament in Canada has 
previously played in two double competitions at Wimbledon.

Well done to ANNA WALLACE (2009) for winning the 
Best Actress Award at the Townsville Theatre Community 
Gala evening for her role as Juliet in Romeo and Juliet.

Congratulations to STEPHANIE KERSHAW (2012) who 
recently represented Australia at the World under 21 
Hockey Championship. Stephanie is hoping to represent 
the Australian team at the Rio Olympics in 2016.

Congratulations to KATELINEL MOORES (2014) on 
being awarded an Australian Students Prize  for being 
one of the top five hundred Year 12 graduates in 
Australia in 2014. Katelinel has been awarded several 
scholarships since leaving school and is now studying 
for a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) at QUT.

It was good to catch up with MICHAEL VEST (1984) 
recently. Michael is a businessman in town and 
has had two daughters enrolled in the school

ONE fOR THE MEMORy BANkS
(Original photo  kindly provided by Greg Hayden) 
The names we have are:
Back row: Wally  Thomas ; Geoff  Brazier (RIP); Keith Oli-
ver; Bill Collie; Ed Spriggins; Konda Aisol; Keith De Lacy.
Middle Row:Graham Tainton; Michael Powell; Brian 
Brown; Darrell Martin.
Front Row: John Niblett; Levi Passangan; Greg Hayden

fROM THE ARCHIVES
It is always a pleasure to hear from families 
of past students wanting to know about 
their family when they attended the School.

The Law Library attached to the Supreme Court of 
Queensland recently made contact asking if the School 
was able to provide a photograph of JOSEPH McWHINNEY 
(1903). The Library is currently putting together a book 
on Queensland lawyers who served in World War One. 
Joseph was the brother of AGNES McWHINNEY (1909) 
the first woman in Queensland to be admitted to the Bar.

R.A.PERCY (1912) was Dux of the School in 1911-
12 and won the Rugby Prize on three occasions. On 
completing university he went on to be a schoolmaster 
at various schools throughout Queensland.

Alan Johnson also made contact about wanting to know 
about his father’s family. From 1907 to 1927 seven 
brothers attended the School with the eldest CHRISTIAN 
JOHNSON (1907), serving at Gallipoli before being killed in 
November 1916. The NORMAN JOHNSON (1927) Prize is 
awarded annually to the best student in English in Year 12. 

The daughter of TOM SOUTHWARD (1931) has 
generously donated her father’s cricket cap 
to the School Archives. Tom represented the 
School at rugby league and cricket in 1930-31.

Senator Ian MacDonald recently asked the School to 
provide information about his father, HECTOR MacDONALD 
who was a boarder in the 1930’s. We were unable to 
help except to say that he was a most capable cricketer.

At the final assembly for the Year 12 students the last 
of the Gallipoli Memorials donated to the School was 
unveiled by the President of the Association, JACK 
CALLCOTT (1969). The memorial was a block of timber 
derived from an original pine cone sent to Australia from 
Gallipoli in 1915. In 2007 the tree was cut down and the 
School was fortunate to be given a piece of the timber. 
It was donated to us by Wayne Kennedy, a groundsman 
at the School. The names of the five past students and 
one former staff member are etched on to the timber.

Unveiling with Mr Jack CallcottTGS First XV 1956 
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VALE
VICTOR BRICE HENRY (1936) passed away in July. Victor 
was a boarder from Euremo from 1933 to 1936 and a 
prefect in 1936. In 1935 he was awarded the C.H.Hodges 
Memorial Prize. Victor was also Dux in 1936 and winner of 
the Chelmsford Cup as the Best All Round Boy in the School. 
After completing his degree in medicine Victor served 
in World War Two in the 6 Australian Field Ambulance. 
After the war he worked as a doctor in Townsville and 
involved himself in Past Grammarian activities. He was 
a time President of the Past Grammarians’ Association 
and a committee member for Project Phoenix (1968-9). 
ALBERT YANG (1956) remembers Victor as a very caring 
and considerate doctor whose diagnosis was always A1.

News was received recently about the passing of GEORGE 
ASLETT (1944). On leaving school George enlisted and 
served with the 3rd/5th Training Brigade. The war finished 
before he was able to serve overseas. On demobilisation 
George entered Kelvin Grove Teachers’ College where he 
trained a primary school teacher. Teaching was George’s 
passion and he loved being posted to remote schools 
throughout Queensland, teaching in places such as 
Weipa, Balls Creek and Bamaga. Before his retirement he 
returned to Townsville as the deputy at Mundingburra 
State School. A keen fisherman, tennis player and 
golfer George spent his retirement on Magnetic Island.

PAT MOFFETT (nee WILLMETT 1947) was the grand-
daughter of T. Willmett, one of the founders of the 
School. On leaving Grammar Pat worked in her father’s 
printing firm before travelling to Brisbane to work 
for Angus and Robertson. She became an expert on 
children’s literature and continued that interest when 
moving to London in the 1950’s. On her return to 
Townsville she married Doug Moffett and this started a 
life of travel and adventure. Doug was an engineer who 
worked on mining sites throughout the world. Pat will 
always be remembered as a lady of charm and grace.

ROBIN SIM (1961), father to Nigel (1998) and Russell 
(2001)  passed away after a long battle with cancer.     

RICHARD SAYERS was never a student at the school, but 
his association with the school was a long one. Richard’s 
great aunt was MARY FOLEY, the first girl enrolled at the 
school. When Richard married former Grammar student 
Secretary of the Past Grammarians. It was during this time, 

as a husband and a parent, that Richard involved himself 
in many activities at the school. Richard attended many 
reunions both in Townsville and Brisbane, and always 
enjoyed meeting other past students, many of them he 
knew from either primary school or during his working life.

I am grateful to Penny and Alex Drew for the following 
words about their sister SARAH DELPRATT (nee DREW 
(1990). “Sarah survived a rare form of cancer in 1986 
before completing school and going on to study at the 
University of Queensland. In 1997 she was awarded 
a first class honours degree in Sociology and in 2004 
she was awarded a PhD in Public Health from the 
University of Melbourne. Her thesis was Stranger in 
the community: Life after cancer in childhood. While 
completing her doctorate Sarah had two children, Tallara 
and Quinn. They were a great joy to her as she was told 
as a teenager she would never be able to have children. 
In the last nine years of her rich and fulfilling life Sarah 
worked in the Department of Paediatrics at Melbourne 
University contributing significantly to the field of health 
services for adolescents and young adults with cancer.”

News was recently received about the passing of MICHAEL 
HODEL (1945), IAN SLOANE (1998) and JACKIE WEST (2001). 
Family details have yet to be received by the Association. 

Bonus Intra, MElIor ExI 

Sarah Delpratt (nee Drew)


