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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Another wonderful year is drawing to a close. No doubt there will
be those in this world who may disagree, but speaking generally,
the years come and go, and I’m sure this year would have been
much easier to bear than one half a century ago. I am sure, those
among us who can remember 1965, especially at Grammar, would
agree that the comforts taken for granted today, just weren’t
about for all and sundry then.
It is comforting to know that the School provides the best of care,
education, direction and preparation into adult life possible.
I entered Grammar in 1965 with my twin brother, having followed
my father, who was a student from 1919 to 1921. The Grammar
traditions, I’m sure, have changed little, but the School, just like
its students each year, has changed considerably. One of those
‘traditions’, arguably, is that past students seem to be compelled
to make their first reunion back to the School after ten years. My
father told me a long time ago that it was probably eight or ten
years after he left the School that he had a chance to get back
to Townsville and to a reunion. This year, my daughter, Tara,
attended her first reunion, after finishing ten years ago. She had a
great time! She met up with a number of her classmates who she
had not seen since graduation. This is what reunion gatherings
are all about - catching up with friends from the past.

(1980 – 1998)

We, once again, presented the winners of the McKimmin Mile
with a boxed set of pens. We hope to continue this renewed
‘tradition’ into the future.

As your President, I would like to thank those of you who support
the Association financially. It enables us to give back to the School
and help with different projects. Thank you Mr Fairley for your
continued support of our association, Mr Bill Muller our
Secretary/Treasurer for your hard work, and also everybody else
who may have helped during the year.
A nice Christmas break for all.

Mr Jack Callcott (1965-1969)
PRESIDENT
News from the Past

For those of you who attended the reunion dinner at ‘The
Brewery’ in August, I’d like to thank you for coming and making
it a wonderful night. On behalf of the Past Students Association,
I’d like to thank the School Principal, Mr Fairley for his attendance
and presentation to the gathering. Thank you very much to
the School staff who helped put the night together, and to the
students who performed.
There were a number of the usual activities that I attended on
your behalf during the course of the
year - the Anzac Day ceremony in the Quad is always special and
more so next year with the celebration of 100 years since the
landing at Gallipoli.

Twin children of R.Marks [1914-16] were recent visitors to
the School. They had never visited their father’s School and
were pleased to see the names of their father and uncles on
the various Honour Boards. Four boys and one girl from the
family attended the School in the period 1913 to 1923. Their
uncle, Herbert was killed on the Western Front in late 1918.
Their grand-father, Captain Marks, was a keen supporter of
Grammar and helped in the formation and running of the
cadet corp.
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As School Archivist I have received a couple on interesting
calls in recent months. The first was from the John Oxley
Library in Brisbane looking for a photo of K.J.MURPHY
[1908]. Fortunately we were able to provide them with
a photograph. Murphy who was wounded three times
and gassed once during World War I played a part in the
capturing of the German tank, Mephisto. The tank is now
being re-furbished and will be on display in Brisbane during
the Hundred Year Commemoration of the Gallipoli landing.
The second call was from the Yeronga RSL who had, in their
possession, the diary and a photograph of G.P.FOOT [1897]
who served at Gallipoli and was later wounded on the
Western Front. Two of George Foot’s brothers were killed
at Gallipoli. The book is going to be presented back to the
Foot family in early 2015. Two dormitory blocks in ParkerHall are named after the two brothers killed at Gallipoli.
To remember the shooting down of “AJ-E” E for Easy on
the Dambuster’s Raid, May 16 1943, the town of Haldern
in Germany has built a Memorial remembering the lives of
the RAF crew on that plane. Haldern is close to where the
plane came down. One of the crew was CHARLES ROWLAND
WILLIAMS [1921-1923] DFC.
The Past Grammarians Association has donated a sum of
money to help with the building of the Memorial.
A Helen Brown from Brisbane has also contacted me to say
she a niece of Charles Williams and the last living relative of
the family. She is happy to provide the archives with further
information on her uncle and to provide some photographs.

section of universities were not qualified, he proposed that
universities introduce courses for administrators at tertiary
institutions. His suggestions were at first resisted but in the
end he won through. His work has since been recognized
by the founding of the Maurie Blank Scholarship, an award
worth $5000 presented annually to a suitable candidate in
the area of university administration.
Congratulations to ERNIE HOOLIHAN [1952] on recently
receiving his AM from the Queensland Governor in
Townsville. Ernie, a boarder from Ingham, was a School
Prefect in 1951-52 and a talented all-round sportsman.
In recent years Ernie has been awarded a Doctorate from
James Cook University and been named Queenslander of
the Year. Ernie remains a great supporter of the School and
regularly attends past student functions.
Thanks to DIANA MacGREGOR [nee BELL 1957] and
D.GILLINGHAM [1959] for the work they do into organizing
regular past student get-togethers - Diana in Townsville and
Dave in Brisbane. Thanks also to ARTHUR BURKE [1961] for
the help he gives with the School archives and the military
advice he provides. He also does a great job in organizing
the annual mid-year get-together in the south-east of the
state.
KAYE de JERSEY [nee BROWN 1961] has been a regular
visitor to Townsville this year. This is a result of her
marriage to the Governor of Queensland, Paul de Jersey.
Those past students who live in Townsville and surrounds
will be aware of the monthly publication ‘Duo’. SCOTT
MORRISON [1971], the publisher and editor of the
magazine is to be congratulated on the 100th edition of his
magazine.
ANDERS BLOMBERG [1972] and his wife KAREN recently
visited the Somme and other areas of the Western Front.
On their trip they visited many of the graves of past
students as well as memorials of those who were never
buried. They have passed on their photos to the archives
for future use as well as pointing out some errors in the
2007 booklet written by the archivist. Thanks also to Karen
for her great support to the School for her nine years as a
Trustee.

NEWS OF PAST GRAMMARIANS

C.R. Williams with hat

MAURIE BLANK, staff member from 1938-1942,
1946-47 and then Headmaster from 1948-1965 has had
a scholarship named after him by the Association of
Tertiary Education Managers. Mr Blank was always at the
forefront of educational reform and innovation. While
Headmaster, he was instrumental in having the structure
of Queensland Education changed and also pushing
for a tertiary institute in Townsville. After retiring from
Grammar, Mr Blank moved into the field of administration
in tertiary education. Concerned that many people in that

Two other past students who recently visited the Western
Front and Belgium were SAM ROSSATO [1993] and STEPHEN
KAMP [1993]. On leaving School Sam spent a year as a gap
student in France before enlisting in the Australian Army.
While in the Army he represented the Australian Defence
Force Rugby Union team. Sam then moved to working
in the Australian Embassy in Paris where he was heavily
involved with the Australian War Graves Commission and, in
particular, the work undertaken at Fromelles. Stephen also
enlisted in the Australian Army and served with distinction
with the SAS in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Sam and Stephen walked from the Western Front into
Belgium, a distance of over 200 kilometres, visiting
Memorials and the war graves of past students who served
in World War I.

ELISE FRASER [199 ] has written her first novel called “Go
Naked”. It is a page turner set in the Townsville region,
with a hero named JT. Best wishes to all our authors for
successful sales.
As always, we have had many past students achieving
success in the area of dance and theatre. NATALIE WEIR
[1983] who was awarded the Helpmann Award for
choreography two years ago, was again nominated this
year. She did not win but still a noteworthy achievement.
In August 2015 Natalie’s company, Expressions Dance
Company, will be dancing “Seven Deadly Sins”, a world
premier showing a witty and wicked journey through
human frailties.

Sam Rosato and Stephen Kamp

Best wishes to DAVID PINCOTT [1993] for a speedy and full
recovery from a recent accident. David’s vehicle was hit by
a stolen car running a red light.

ANNA WALLACE [2009] has had a successful season in
Townsville theatre. She received rave reviews for her role
as Juliet in Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” and also
performed in “The Importance of Being Earnest” and
“Sylvia” where she was outstanding playing the role of a dog.
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Congratulations to LUKE JACKSON [1993] and NATASHA
TESTE-FRASER [2003] on their recent engagement.
Congratulations also to DAVID JONES [1999] on his recent
marriage to Jessica Goldie. David has left Townsville
to reside in Toowoomba where he has taken up an
appointment as the Senior Public Prosecutor.
Well done to KATE MACKEY [2007] on her graduation as
a doctor from JCU. Her brother BEN MACKEY [2003] is in
the Australian Army flying Blackhawk helicopters. He was
involved in flying security sortees during the recent G20
Conference.
It is pleasing to report that three past students have had
books published this year. ED HEALY [1960] has published
“Timber and Timbermen: an early history of the North
Queensland Timber industry.” Ed’s forebears were all
timbermen but he became a primary school teacher
teaching the Year 7 classes at Belgian Gardens and Vincent
State Schools for many years.
PATTI HALL [nee GLASGOW 1993] has published a practical
guide to teacher wellbeing. The book is called “Teach Love
Life: from stress to success”. Patti taught for many years at
the School and was the winner of the Mary Agnes Donald
Prize in 1993.

Academic Scholarships
available for 2016
Apply now...
For students entering Year 7 and 11 in 2016
• Year 8, 2016 applications are open to external candidates or those who
enrolled after July, 2014 (ie, did not have a chance to sit for the
Year 7 scholarship test for 2015)
Scholarship registrations are now open online only - via the Enrolments section
on www.tgs.qld.edu.au or phone
1800 GRAMMAR for more information

North Ward Campus - 45 Paxton Street.
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FINN BUCKLE [2007] and his sister EBONY BUCKLE [2003]
have also performed in local shows. Finn was recently in
the controversial play “Spring Awakening” and has also
played parts in “Les Miserables” and “Avenue Q”.

A great supporter of the School, Neil would regularly
attend reunions in Brisbane and Townsville. He loved
meeting up with former school friends and talking about
the happy times he had at Grammar.

NATHAN BUTLER [2001] was recently seen as the
policeman in the television show, “Winners and Losers” as
well as starring in “General Hospital”. Some years ago he
acted in the classic film “Australia”.

OWEN JOHN RYAN [1956] died in a drowning accident
in July. JOHN SOURRYS [1958] who was school with
Owen remembers him as follows: “Mousie Ryan hailed
from Collinsville and was a boarder for two years. We
had a Master who would exhort the boys to be the best
they could be whatever their station in life, no one rose
higher than humble beginnings than Mousie. When he
left Grammar he became an apprentice fitter and turned
in the Army. To everyone he became Skeeter. He served
in Vietnam and carved out a career in Army Aviation
where he made an outstanding contribution. He was sent
to England for training where he won the prestigious
Rolls Royce Award, the only Australian to ever do so.
His contribution
to aircraft
maintenance
and safety was
recognized by
the Army. When
he retired he
was employed
by Sikorsky
Helicopters.
Over 800 people
attended his
funeral. Such was
the respect for
Owen.”

There has also been success in the sporting arena.
J.P.SMITH [2006] has had reasonable success on the World
Tennis Circuit. He has reached the finals in a couple of the
Asian tournaments and with his partner has performed
well in doubles.
CAVAN WILSON [2005] who is on an Academic Scholarship
at Cambridge University, has made the Cambridge Squash
Team. Hopefully a blue will
follow.
REGAN LEONG [2012] is at
the AIS in Canberra with the
Australian Swim Squad. At
the recent Australian Short
Course Championships he
finished fourth in the 100
metres in his best personal
best time: just under 48
seconds.
STEPHANIE KERSHAW
[2012] represented the
Queensland ladies’ hockey team this
year and was in the training squad for the Australian
team to go to Argentina for a tournament.

VALE

The Association wishes to pass on its deepest sympathies
to the family and friends of the following past students
who have passed away in recent months.
NEIL RUSSELL [1934] passed away recently, aged ninetyseven. In the Melior Exi earlier this year, there was a
photograph of Neil taking part in the Anzac Day March in
Brisbane. Neil came to Grammar from Perth and spent
his senior years at the School. An excellent swimmer, he
was later to become a stalwart of the Picnic Bay Surf Live
Saving Club. Neil served with the Australian Army in World
War Two and was awarded with a DCM for his bravery at
Tobruk. His work was recognized by the Army and towards
the end of the War was seconded to administrative work.
Neil was present at the signing of the Peace Treaty with
the Japanese.

ATHALIE YOUNG [1971] died in June. She never married
and unfortunately little is known of what she achieved on
leaving school.

Bonus Intra, Melior Exi

