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Handbook

A journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step



PRE-PREP PHILOSOPHY

Townsville Grammar School Pre-Prep Centre is the first possible entry point at 
the Annandale Campus to the Townsville Grammar community. The School has 
two Pre-Prep Centres, one located at its Annandale Campus and in 2015 an Early 
Education Centre (Pre-Kindy and Pre-Prep) was opened at North Shore.  The 
Pre-Prep Centres provides a secure, caring and disciplined environment where 
children will be encouraged to develop their sense of self confidence and respect 
for knowledge and each other to explore their world and realise their personal 
best.
 
Harnessing their natural inquisitiveness the Pre-Prep staff help the children 
begin their educational journey, developing their cognitive, physical and social 
abilities to their full potential. The learning programme is structured to include 
age-appropriate challenges and positive learning experiences for the children.

As the Pre-Prep students will be the adults of the next generation, the Pre-Prep 
Centre aims to instil in the children a love and respect for their environment. 
Through play, the children will also be encouraged to value and respect 
difference and diversity in each other, whilst promoting positive self-esteem. 

Townsville Grammar has an open door policy to all parents and encourages 
parental involvement as part of the learning partnership between the child, 
school and home environment. 
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UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN

Children are competent, capable and unique individuals with their own 
interests, learning styles, rates of development and experiences. Children 
between the ages of three and six have a special kind of mind, the ‘Absorbent 
Mind’, initiating a strong desire to explore everything around them using their 
senses and striving to become independent. They take on board every window 
of opportunity for learning. 

As the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Framework highlights, children 
learn best when they:

• Make connections between their diverse prior experiences and learning in 
the school setting

• Participate in making decisions
• Make choices
• Share their opinions and diverse experiences
• Discuss learning
• Learn in a responsive, supportive environment
• Learn through multi-sensory experiences
• Participate actively in learning that engage them emotionally, physically, 

cognitively and socially

CONTEXT FOR LEARNING

In the Pre-Prep Centre the children learn:

• in a stimulating “Play Based” environment
• through a “Play Based” curriculum drawn from the Queensland 

Kindergarten Learning Framework
• by staff responding to the interests of the children
• through integration across the curriculum
• by building on prior experiences and knowledge

Through play the children are involved in a wide variety of open ended activities 
that stimulate the imagination and allow for creativity. 

Exploration       Energy
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SIX KEY LEARNING AREAS

To incorporate what we believe are the 
essential learning areas to be covered 
each day, we have constructed the 
curriculum around six Key Learning 
Areas for the Pre-Prep Programme. 

These are:
1. Social and Personal Learning
• Outdoor / Indoor Play
• Co-operation/Sharing
• Respect
• Independence
• Resilience
• Responsibility

2. Health and Physical Learning
• Healthy Choices
• Gross Motor Skills
• Fine Motor Skills

3. Literacy, Language & Communication
• Stories read, told and dramatised
• Symbolic awareness of language
• Modelling the use and purpose of 

language
• Writing and drawing
• Oral language

4. Numeracy 
• Block Play
• Games
• Songs and Rhythm
• Puzzles
• Counting 

5. Science
• Thinking
• Investigating and Predicting
• Imagining and Responding
• Exploring their natural 

environment
• Manipulating and Discovering
• Technology
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6. Creative Arts
• Visual Arts (using different mediums)
• Performing Art - Drama (structured and unstructured)
• Music

WHERE IS THE PRE-PREP CENTRE SITUATED?

At the Annandale Campus, the Pre-Prep Centre is situated adjacent to the 
main Junior School Administration Block. It is secure in its own environment 
with all the School’s resources at its fingertips. 

STAFFING

Two qualified teachers work in the Centre to ensure learning opportunities 
exist in every experience. The Pre-Prep Centre operates employing qualified, 
experienced and caring staff who fully embrace the School’s philosophy and 
ethos and are committed to your child’s well being.  A minimum of two staff are 
present with the children at all times to uphold our quality ratios.

POLICIES AND STATEMENTS

Education, Curriculum & Learning, Physical Environment and Child Protection 
Policies of the TGS Early Education Centre are to be found on the TGS website 
(follow the link to the North Shore Early Education Centre) and documented 
in the Parent and Staff Early Education Centre Information Handbooks, hard 
copies of which can be obtained by contacting the School.  
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SESSIONS AVAILABLE

• 3, 4 and 5 day programmes are 
available

• The Pre-Prep Centre runs from 
Monday to Friday, 50 weeks per year

• Payment will be required for 
sessions booked, regardless of 
attendance

• Places in sessions will be allocated 
as per our enrolment policy

OPTIONS 

Long Day Care Set Teaching 
Programme Days

Vacation 
Care

Annandale 6.30am until 6pm 9am - 3pm 2,3 4 and 
5 day pro-
grammes 

are available 
Mondays to 

Friday

Operating 
50 weeks 
per year

North 
Shore

6.30am until 6pm 9am - 3pm

2016 PRE-PREP FEES

Full day Session $82*
(Drop off and pick up between the hours of 6.30am-6pm and involving Outside 
School Hours Care)

Set Programme Session $70*
(Drop off and pick up between the hours of 8.50am and 3.10pm  
both Campuses) 

*Fees are subject to annual review

CHILD CARE BENEFITS (CCB)

The Pre-Prep Centre is an Approved and Registered Long Day Care Centre, 
offering a Pre-Prep Programme.  This enables parents to receive reduced child 
care fees once they have lodged their claim with CentreLink.  When the School 
has received this information, fee statements are automatically adjusted to 
include CCB.
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TOURS AND ENROLMENTS

For a personalised tour contact Mrs Kristell Scott on (07) 4722 4973.

WHEN CAN MY CHILD START PRE-PREP

Page 6 - 2016 Pre-Prep Centre Handbook

Exploration       Energy

Date of Birth Pre-Prep Prep Year 1

1-Jul-11 - 30-Jun-12 2016 2017 2018

1-Jul-12 - 30-Jun-13 2017 2018 2019

1-Jul-13 - 30-Jun-14 2018 2019 2020

1-Jul-14 - 30-Jun-15 2019 2020 2021

1-Jul-15 - 30-Jun-16 2020 2021 2022
  
TIMING FOR THE CENTRE

Pre-Prep children must turn four before June 30 in their year of entry. If you 
wish to have your July born child considered for early entry to Pre-Prep, this 
can be discussed and suitability determined via an interview with the Head of 
Junior School.   
 
The Pre-Prep students  wear the TGS sports uniform, including hat and duffel 
bag. Both Centres open at 6.30am each day and closes at 6.00pm for those 
who choose the Long Day Care component. The distinctive Pre-Prep Structured 
Programme runs from 9:00am - 3:00pm. Both Centres operate 50 weeks of the 
year.  We close between Christmas and New Year each year and also for one 
week at the end of January for staff training and Centre cleaning.

All children must be signed in and signed out by a parent or nominated 
guardian. All students are to bring their own morning tea, lunch and afternoon 
tea. Alternatively, lunch orders may be made through the School Canteen 
(Annandale only). For those attending after 4.00pm a light snack for afternoon 
tea is provided. 



TOWNSVILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

ENROLMENT ENQUIRIES
 

Director of Enrolments
Mrs Kristell Scott

Phone: (07) 4722 4973 
Email: kristell.scott@tgs.qld.edu.au

Pre-Prep Director
Miss Cyndi Friend

B.Ed.,Grad Dip. ECE. Cert. Mgt ECE

Phone: (07) 4412 6600 | Email: ppc@tgs.qld.edu.au

NORTH WARD CAMPUS
Year 7 to Year 12
45 Paxton Street

NORTH WARD QLD 4810

ANNANDALE CAMPUS
Pre-Prep to Year 6

1 Brazier Drive
ANNANDALE QLD 4814

NORTH SHORE CAMPUS
Pre-Kindy & Pre-Prep 
North Shore Boulevard 

NORTH SHORE QLD 4818


