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FOREWORD 
 
 
This booklet has been prepared to assist students in selecting those 
subjects they wish to undertake in Years 11 and 12.  Students (and their 
parents) will find that in most cases the selection process is relatively 
straightforward if careful thought is given to appropriate selection criteria. 
 
I urge all students to read the contents of this booklet carefully, to seek as 
much advice as they can from a variety of sources, including their 
teachers, the Career Advisor, the Deputy Principal, Mr Morris and the IB 
Co-ordinator, Mr Wilson, and to then choose the subject options that best 
suit their individual abilities, hopes and ambitions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RICHARD FAIRLEY 
Principal
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CHOOSING SENIOR SUBJECTS 
 
It is important to choose senior subjects carefully as your decisions may affect your success at school, 
your feelings about school, and also your level of preparedness or eligibility for particular training or 
tertiary study after school.  Even though there are many factors to consider, choosing your programme 
of study can be made easier if you go about the task logically, and follow a set of planned steps. 
 
 
OVERALL PLAN 

As an overall plan, it is suggested that you choose subjects which: 
• you enjoy 
• you have achieved in or feel confident of achieving good results 
• reflect your interests and abilities 
• help you reach your career and employment goals 
• will develop skills, knowledge and attitudes useful throughout your life. 
 
These are quite general points, so it’s wise to look in more detail at the guidelines below. 
 
 
PROCESS TO FOLLOW: 
 
1. FIND OUT ABOUT OCCUPATIONAL PATHWAYS 
 
It is helpful if you have a few career ideas in mind before choosing subjects.  If you are uncertain about 
this at present, then select subjects that will keep several career options open to you.  Your Career 
Advisor will be able to help you get started. 
 
You will also need to find out about the various pathways you can take to obtain the qualifications you 
will need to get a job in the occupational areas in which you are interested.  Once you know about the 
different pathways, you can select the most appropriate one for you. 
 
The following resources are available in schools and give you information about occupations and the 
subjects and courses needed to gain entry to these occupations. 
 
Australia’s national career information service, called myfuture, at http://www.myfuture.edu.au 
 
The Job Guide accessed at http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au.  
 
Brochures from industry groups provide information on the various pathways to jobs within these 
industries – start with the Industry Skill Councils at http://www.isc.org.au/ 
 
Career Development Australian Government at https://education.gov.au/career-development. 
 
What Next? is a publication by the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority (QCAA) focusing 
on the pathways available for students completing Year 10 at http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-
12-what-next/. 
 
The QTAC Guide is useful for information on tertiary courses offered through the Queensland Tertiary 
Admissions Centre (QTAC) at http://www.qtac.edu.au. 
 

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/
http://www.isc.org.au/
https://education.gov.au/career-development
http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-12-what-next/
http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-12-what-next/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/


 

Page 2   

 
 

The Tertiary prerequisites 2018 book, provided by QTAC to all Year 10 students, provides 
information on subjects required for entry to tertiary courses offered through QTAC in the year 2018. 
 
Pathways to further education and training is a handout which provides general information about 
the Australian Qualifications Framework. Ask your guidance officer for this handout. 
 
Tertiary entry: Internal Year 12 students without OPs is a handout that is available from QTAC’s 
website at http://www.qtac.edu.au.  It explains how students who are not eligible for an Overall Position 
(OP) can gain entry to tertiary courses through QTAC. 
 
The Queensland TAFE Handbook is available at http://tafenorth.edu.au/. 
 
Good Uni Guide:  higher education for students in Australia at 
http://www.hobsonscoursefinder.com.au/. 
 
 
2. FIND OUT ABOUT SUBJECTS OFFERED BY YOUR SCHOOL 
 
Townsville Grammar School offers 2 programmes of Senior Study: 

a) The International Baccalaureate Diploma (IB) 
b) The Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority – Senior Certificate (QCE) 

 
a) IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
 
The IB Diploma programme is a deliberate balance between the need for a broad education, and the 
need to allow some specialisation.  In all subjects the emphasis is on the development of skills, and 
learning how to learn, in addition to mastery of subject content.  To achieve a broad and balanced 
programme the student must choose one subject from each of these six lines: 
 

Line 1 – Studies in Language and Literature 
The study of literature in the student’s first language or the language of instruction of the 
School, including the study of world literature.  At Townsville Grammar School students study 
English at either Standard (SL) or Higher Level (HL).  
 
Line 2 – Language Acquisition 
A second language other than the student’s first language.  At Townsville Grammar we strongly 
recommend students study Ab Initio Spanish.  French B Standard Level and Japanese B 
Standard Level are offered dependent on student numbers.  
 
Line 3 – Individuals and Societies 
Economics (Standard Level/Higher Level), Psychology (Standard Level/Higher Level),   
 
Line 4 – Biology and Physics 
(Standard Level/Higher Level).  
 
Line 5 – Mathematics 
(Standard Level) 
 
Line 6 – Chemistry (SL & HL), Theatre Arts (SL & HL), Music (SL & HL),  
Visual Arts (SL & HL) 
Dependent upon student numbers 

 
The student must choose three subjects for study in greater depth at HIGHER LEVEL and three 
subjects for study in somewhat lesser depth at STANDARD LEVEL.  In addition to the above subjects, 
the Diploma student must complete the following three additional parts of the Diploma requirements. 
 
 

http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://tafenorth.edu.au/
http://www.hobsonscoursefinder.com.au/
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(1) Study a course of Theory of Knowledge (TOK).  This is an inter-disciplinary course intended to 

stimulate critical reflection upon the knowledge and experience gained inside and outside the 
classroom.  TOK challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of 
subjective and ideological biases, and to develop a personal mode of thought based on analysis 
of evidence in rational argument.  The key element in the IB’s educational philosophy, Theory of 
Knowledge seeks to develop a coherent approach to learning which transcends and unifies the 
academic subjects and encourages appreciation of other cultural perspectives. 

 
(2) Undertake original research and write an Extended Essay (EE) of up to 4,000 words.  This 

project offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest and acquaints students with 
the kind of independent research and writing skills expected at university.   

 
(3) Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) is at the heart of the Diploma Programme.  It is one of the 

three essential elements in every student’s Diploma Programme experience.  It involves students 
in a range of activities alongside their academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme.  The 
three strands of CAS, which are often interwoven with particular activities, are characterised as 
follows: 

 
Creativity:  Arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking. 
 
Action:  Physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work 
elsewhere in the Diploma Programme. 
 
Service:  An unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student.  The 
rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved are respected. 
 
The CAS requirement can be readily fulfilled by participating in Townsville Grammar’s broad co-
curricular activities.   
 
Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay contribute to the IB students final diploma score, 
and CAS has to be completed to a satisfactory level for the IP diploma to be awarded. 
 

b) QUEENSLAND CURRICULUM & ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY – QUEENSLAND 
CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION 

 
Authority Subjects 

♦ These subjects, approved by the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority (QCAA), are 
offered state wide in Queensland secondary schools and colleges. Achievements in these 
subjects are recorded on the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) and are used in the 
calculation of OPs and selection ranks. 

♦ Students who do not achieve Sound Achievement or better in a Year 10 subject may find the 
Authority subjects in Years 11 and 12 difficult. 

♦ Many Authority subjects may be taken in Year 11 without prior study of similar subjects.  It 
would be very difficult, however, to attempt subjects such as Mathematics B or C, Chemistry, 
Physics, Music and Modern Languages without successful background study in related Year 
10 subjects. 

♦ Chinese native speakers studying at Townsville Grammar School may be offered the 
opportunity to study Chinese through the Brisbane School of Distance Education.   

♦ Some subjects will provide two bonus rank points at certain universities in Queensland.  This 
may be equivalent to one OP point.  The only subjects this applies to are Maths C, Modern 
Languages and Music Extension. 
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Authority-Registered Subjects 

♦ Authority-registered subjects are those based on QCAA developed Study Area Specifications 
or developed by the school for which a school’s study plan or work program is accredited.  
Achievements in these subjects are recorded on the Queensland Certificate of Education.  
They are not used in the calculation of an OP but may be used in the calculation of a tertiary 
selection rank.  Authority-registered subjects emphasise practical skills and knowledge 
relevant to specific industries. 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

♦ Student achievement in accredited vocational education modules (whether embedded in 
Authority-registered subjects or studied at TAFE) is based on industry-endorsed competency 
standards and is recorded on the Queensland Certificate of Education.  The Queensland 
Certificate of Education is recognised within the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), 
and this may give advanced standing towards a traineeship or apprenticeship and/or credit on 
entry to courses at TAFE institutes and other registered training organisations. 

Recorded Subjects 

♦ A Recorded subject is a subject other than an Authority or Authority-registered subject, offered 
by a school or other educational institution and approved by the QCAA.  Recorded subjects 
include approved TAFE subjects or qualifications from specialist-accredited agencies, e.g. in 
music or dance. 

 
3. CHECK OUT EACH SUBJECT FULLY 
 
Take these steps to ensure you understand the content and requirements of each subject: 
 

♦ Read subject descriptions and course outlines provided by your school. 
♦ Talk to heads of departments and teachers of each subject. 
♦ Look at books and materials used in the subject. 
♦ Listen carefully at subject selection talks. 
♦ Talk to students already studying the subject. 

 
 
4. CHOOSE A COMBINATION OF SUBJECTS THAT SUITS YOUR NEEDS AND 

ABILITIES 
 
 Traps to avoid: 

♦ Do not select subjects simply because someone has told you that they “will help you get a 
better OP”. 

♦ Consider other peoples’ opinions of the subjects but do not make your decision on these only. 
Check the subjects out for yourself. 

VET 
Consider taking subjects with VET modules embedded in them if: 

 The subject relates to or could provide a pathway to a job that attracts you. 

 Success in the subject may give you advanced standing (credit) in a higher-level course 
in which you are interested. 

 You are interested in the subject and think you would enjoy studying it. 
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TERTIARY ENTRANCE 
If you wish to study degree or diploma courses at university or TAFE after Year 12: 

 Ensure you select the prerequisite subjects required for your preferred courses.  These 
are listed in Tertiary prerequisites 2017. 

 Most students gain entry to university on the basis of an OP.  To be eligible for an OP, in 
the 4 semesters of Years 11 and 12 you must complete 20 semester units of Authority 
subjects (the equivalent of 5 subjects).  At least three subjects must remain unchanged 
throughout Years 11 and 12. You must also sit for the Queensland Core Skills Test. 

 A small number of Year 12 students who are ineligible for an OP gain entry to tertiary 
courses on the basis of a selection rank.  Most of these students apply for diploma and 
advanced diploma courses. 

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS 
You may have an opportunity to complete Year 12 and begin an apprenticeship or traineeship 
while you are still at school. 

Be sure that you understand that apprenticeships and traineeships are legally binding formal 
agreements.  When you sign these you are agreeing to particular work and training 
requirements, as is your host employer. 

Check all documents carefully with a teacher and a trusted adult to ensure that you fully 
understand what is required of you, the school, and the employer in the agreement. 

 
5. BE PREPARED TO ASK FOR HELP 
 
If you and your parents are still uncertain about the combination of subjects you have chosen, check 
again with some of the many people available to talk to – teachers, heads of departments, guidance 
officers or counsellors.  Don’t be afraid to seek their assistance. They are all prepared to help. 
 
6. GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
In reference to IB the following terms describe the qualities which the programme seeks to develop in 
the learner: 
 
Inquirers Their natural curiosity is nurtured.  They acquire the skills necessary to conduct constructive inquiry and 

research, and become independent learners.  They actively enjoy learning, and this love of learning will be 
sustained throughout their lives. 

  
Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues which have global relevance and importance. In so doing, they 

acquire, and are able to make use of, a significant body of knowledge across a range of disciplines. 
  
Critical Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to approach complex problems and 

make reasoned decisions. 
  
Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language 

and in a variety of modes of communication. 
  
Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations with confidence and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to 

explore new roles, ideas and strategies.  They are courageous and articulate in defending those things in 
which they believe. 

  
Principled They have a sound grasp of the principles of moral reasoning.  They have integrity, honesty, a sense of 

fairness and justice and respect for the dignity of the individual. 
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Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others.  They have a 

personal commitment to action and service to make a positive difference to the environment and to the lives 
of others. 

  
Open-minded Through an understanding and appreciation of their own culture, they are open the perspectives, values and 

traditions of other individuals and cultures and are accustomed to seeking and considering a range of points 
of view. 

  
Well-balanced They understand the importance of physical and mental balance and personal well-being for themselves and 

others.  They demonstrate perseverance and self-discipline. 
  
Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and personal development.  They are able to 

analyse their strengths and weaknesses in a constructive manner. 
 
The following brief explanation of terms may help make subject selection easier. In reference to QCAA: 
 
Advanced standing Refers to the credit granted to a student towards an accredited course or training programme on the basis of 

previous study, experience or competencies held. 
  
Articulation The process used to progress from one level of qualification to another. 
  
The Australian 
Qualifications 
Framework (AQF) 

Shows all the qualifications issued in post compulsory education in Australian and how these qualifications 
relate to each other. 

  
Credit Transfer Recognises previous formal study or training based on documented evidence of achievement. For instance, 

modules assessed as competent in Authority and Authority-registered subjects may attract credit towards 
study in a TAFE qualification. 

  
Field Positions  
(FPs) 

Rank order positions in a field against all other students eligible for a result in that field.  These are 
dimensions of study that emphasise particular knowledge and skills.  FPs are used for tertiary entrance only 
when there is a need to select students from within an OP band. 

  
Overall Position  
(OP) 

Indicates students’ rank order position in the State reported in bands from 1 (highest) to 25.  See your 
guidance officer or school counsellor for details of eligibility rules for an OP. 

  
Queensland 
Certificate of 
Education 
(QCE) 

A school-based qualification awarded to young people at the completion of the senior phase of learning, 
usually at the end of Year 12.  It confirms a student's achievement of: 
 a significant amount of learning 
 a set standard of achievement 
 meeting literacy and numeracy requirements. 

  
Queensland Core 
Skills (QCS) Test 

Conducted over two days in third term for Year 12 students. To be eligible for an OP and FPs you must sit 
the QCS Test.  If you are not eligible for an OP or FPs the test is voluntary.  For students not eligible for an 
OP, sitting for the test may improve your selection rank. 

  
Prerequisite A subject or qualification required for eligibility for entry to a particular course of study or employment. 
  
Queensland Tertiary 
Admissions Centre 
(QTAC) 

Acts on behalf of universities, TAFE institutes and some private institutions to publish course information and 
to receive and process applications. 

  
Recognition of Prior 
Learning (RPL) 

The process used to assess the competencies a person has gained from past experience and training.   RPL 
is a form of assessment and each person is treated individually. 
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USEFUL INTERNET SITES 
Australia’s National Career Information Service – myfuture – www.myfuture.edu.au 
Year 12 – what next? – http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-12-what-next/ 
Good Uni Guide: higher education for students in Australia – www.hobsonscoursefinder.com.au/ 
Career Development Australian Government – https://education.gov.au/career-development 
Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority – http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/ 
Job Guide – http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au 
Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre – http://www.qtac.edu.au/ 
TAFE North – http://tafenorth.edu.au/ 
Seek Career Resources including the Interview Guide Wizard – http://www.seek.com.au/career-
resources/ 
Australian Apprenticeships – http://australianapprenticeships.gov.au/ 
Queensland’s career events – http://www.careersevent.com/ 
Planning your pathway to a QCE – https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/3181.html 
Official web page of the International Baccalaureate Organisation – http://www.ibo.org 
 
 
 
SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIP/TRAINEESHIP 
 
It is possible to commence an Apprenticeship or Traineeship whilst attending School and undertaking Years 11 
and/or 12.  By undertaking the School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship you are able to obtain both a 
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE from 2008 onwards) and a Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
qualification simultaneously.  Students who wish to apply for this option will need to see the Deputy Principal so 
arrangements can be made to accommodate TAFE and Employer requirements in your course of study. 
 
To apply for a school-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship the student needs to: 
 
1. Notify the Deputy Principal of their interest in this option, preferably before the end of the current School 

year, as there is a lot of organisation involved between TAFE, the Employer and the School.  It is preferable 
this is done at the end of Year 10 so students start Year 11 with the apprenticeship or traineeship organised. 

2. The onus is on the student and their parent to find an employer willing to sign up an apprentice or trainee.  
Once this opportunity has been confirmed please contact the Deputy Principal in order to initiate the 
necessary protocols. 

3. The time commitment involved in this course means the School will modify the student’s timetable to allow 
time for TAFE and one day per week release with the employer. 

4. Employers may be reluctant to sign up an apprentice, but may be willing to agree to a School-based 
traineeship, which is of a shorter duration, or be willing to provide opportunities for students through Work 
Experience.  Contact the Deputy Principal should this option appeal, as many employers make their 
selection for apprenticeships based on student’s Work Experience.  The School does actively support 
students engaging in Work Experience. 

 
Points to note: 

• Not all students will be successful in securing apprenticeships. 

• Often Traineeships or Apprenticeships are gained through Work Experience. 

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-12-what-next/
http://www.hobsonscoursefinder.com.au/
https://education.gov.au/career-development
http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://tafenorth.edu.au/
http://www.seek.com.au/career-resources/
http://www.seek.com.au/career-resources/
http://australianapprenticeships.gov.au/
http://www.careersevent.com/
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/3181.html
http://www.ibo.org/
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA 

 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma is an internationally recognised two year course of study, preparing students 
to proceed and succeed in tertiary education.  The diploma is widely recognised, internationally and in Australia.  
Interested and capable students are welcome to apply to become part of the programme. 

 
Prerequisite Subjects 
Demonstrated academic performance in Year 10 provides a guide when selecting the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma programme.  The recommended prerequisites listed below provide a strong indication of success. 
 

IB Group IB Subject 
Levels 

Offered 
Year 10 Prerequisite 

Group 1 
(Studies in Language 
and Literature) 

English A 
(Literature) 

SL & HL 
 

High Level of Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 English 
or English Literature) 
 

Group 2 
(Language Acquisition) 

Spanish (ab initio) Not applicable although it is expected that students should 
have achieved an HA in a previously studied language 

French B SL Very High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10) 
Japanese B SL Very High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10) 

Group 3 
(Individuals and 
Societies) 
 

Economics SL & HL High Achievement in Semester I (Year 10 English and/or 
Business & Humanities subject). 

Psychology SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 English and/or 
Business & Humanities subject) 

Group 4 
(Sciences) 

Biology SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Science) 
Chemistry SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Science) 
Physics SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Science) 

Group 5 
(Mathematics) 

Mathematics SL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Maths B or C) 

Group 6 
(The Arts) 

Theatre Arts SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Drama) 
Visual Arts SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Art) 
Music SL & HL High Achievement in Semester 1 (Year 10 Music) 

Core 

Theory of Knowledge Not applicable Not applicable 
Extended Essay Not applicable Not applicable 
Creativity, Action & 
Service 

Not applicable Not applicable 

 

HL = Higher Level (240 hours of instruction) 
SL = Standard Level (150 hours of instruction) 
SL (ab initio) = Standard Level (150 hours of instruction), only available if student does not have an academic background in Spanish. 
 
Course Structure 
All students are required to select three Higher Level and three Standard Level subjects.  This decision is taken 
early in Semester 2 of their Year 11 programme. 
 
Line 1 English A (Literature) HL & SL All IB students will choose either HL or SL 

Line 2 
Spanish ab initio  

All Group 2 subjects are offered at SL only. French B SL 
Japanese B SL 

Line 3 Economics HL & SL 
All IB students will choose either HL or SL. 

Psychology HL & SL 

Line 4 Physics HL & SL 
All IB students will choose either HL or SL. 

Biology HL & SL 
Line 5 Mathematics SL Mathematics is offered as a SL subject only. 

Line 6 

Chemistry HL & SL All IB students will choose either HL or SL. 
Chemistry is offered on Line 6 to allow IB students to choose 
a double Science course.  (Chemistry and either Physics or 
Biology). 

Theatre Arts HL & SL 
Music HL & SL 
Visual Arts HL & SL 

Core 
Theory of Knowledge  

Compulsory Core Subjects Extended Essay  
Creativity, Action and Service  
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OVERVIEW OF SUBJECTS 
 
 

LANGUAGE A : LITERATURE – GROUP 1 (LINE 1) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  It is a Group 1 subject and 
is studied by all IB Diploma students at Townsville Grammar School. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
The course is built on the assumption that literature is concerned with our conceptions, interpretations and 
experiences of the world.  The study of literature can therefore be seen as an exploration of the way it represents 
the complex pursuits, anxieties, joys and fears to which human beings are exposed in the daily business of living. 
 It enables an exploration of one of the more enduring fields of human creativity, and provides opportunities for 
encouraging independent, original, critical and clear thinking.  It also promotes respect for the imagination and a 
perceptive approach to the understanding and interpretation of literary works. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Through the study of a wide range of literature, the Language A literature course encourages students to 
appreciate the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically on their reading.  Works are studied 
in their literary and cultural contexts, through close study of individual texts and passages, and by considering a 
range of critical approaches.  The study of works in translation is especially important in introducing students, 
through literature, to other cultural perspectives.  The response to the study of literature is through oral and 
written communication, thus enabling students to develop and refine their command of language. 
 
Content 
 
Part 1 – Works in Translation:   
Three works in translation will be read and studied in translation and as a group. 
 
Part 2 – Detailed Study:   
Three works are chosen from the prescribed list of authors for the Language A being studied. 
 
Part 3 – Literary Genres:   
Four Language A works are chosen from the prescribed list of authors from the same genre. 
 
Part 4 – School’s Free Choice: 
Three works, of literary merit, are freely chosen in any combination. 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of both external and internal assessment via 
examinations, essays, oral presentations and an oral commentary that will be internally assessed and externally 
moderated. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
In addition to being independent learners and having a comprehensive knowledge and understanding of English, 
students will need to be interested in exploring classic, modern and international literature, as well as sharing 
their ideas and views with peers and a range of audiences.  This course is recommended for mother-tongue 
speakers only. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Ms Katie Ludlow, Mr David Terblanche, Ms Katie Watson 
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FRENCH (LANGUAGE B) – GROUP 2 (LINE 2) 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 2 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  It will only be 
offered if there is sufficient student interest. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
The study of IB Diploma French will involve the study and attainment of a language system and applying it in four 
active and interrelated ways:  through listening, speaking, reading and writing.  During this course students will 
participate in the exchange of ideas in order to build their French proficiency.  Students will need to have studied 
French to Year 10. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
IB Diploma French provides students the opportunity to reach a high degree of competence in the French 
language and provides access to the culture and communities of French speaking countries.  This promotes an 
understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community and beyond.  A knowledge 
of French will also advantage students in certain areas of further study as French is an important language of 
culture, music, theology and philosophy and a key language in the fields of science, medicine, economics, 
technology and space exploration. 
 
Content 
 
The course will be taught under general thematic areas of study including exploring: 
 

• Media (Music, Film, Cultural Life in French speaking countries) 
• Cooking/French Cuisine 
• Adolescence 
• School Life and Life after School 
• Sport 
• Tourism 
• Health and Healthy Lifestyle 
• Renewable Energies 
• Immigration, Integration and Racism 
• The Rich and the Poor 
• Crime and Punishment/War 
• Equality 
• New Technologies 
• Literature and the Arts 
• Social Issues and Current Events 

 
Where possible students will be taught in the target language, French, and will be expected to use French as 
much as possible in the classroom.  They will be encouraged to establish contact with their peers in French 
speaking countries and to make links with members of the local French-speaking community and other human 
resources, Clubs and Societies of the French-speaking community, Embassy and Consulates. 
 
Assessment 
 
Will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 70% external assessment by written examination and 30% 
internal assessment – based on oral work only. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
This course is designed to further support those students who have maintained an ongoing and successful study 
of French, and who have exhibited an interest in the culture and a desire to become proficient in the language. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Mrs Nathalie Grant 
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JAPANESE (LANGUAGE B) – GROUP 2 (LINE 2) 

 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two-year Group 2 Language B subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  It 
will only be offered if there is sufficient interest from students. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
The study of IP Diploma Japanese will involve the study of and the attainment of a language system through 
active participation with a range of learning opportunities based on the four macro-skills:  listening, reading, 
speaking and writing.  During this course students will participate in an exchange of ideas in order to build their 
proficiency with the Japanese language.  The study of Year 10 Japanese is a prerequisite for entry to this course. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
IP Diploma Japanese affords students the opportunity to develop a high level of competence with all aspects of 
the Japanese language, while at the same time developing an understanding of a culture that is both ancient and 
very different from their own.  Students will extend their knowledge of the third writing system, Kanji and will be 
required to master the 400 mandatory Kanji for the B level standard course, in their kunyomi and onyomi 
readings. 
 
Content 
 
The course will be taught under thematic areas including: 
 

• Family and Housing 
• Traditions and Celebrations 
• Entertainment 
• Healthy Living 
• Environment 
• Travel 
• Education and Future 
• Social Issues – drink driving, licence, drugs 
• World of Work 
• New Technologies 
• Becoming a Volunteer 
• Social Issues and Current Events 

 
Japanese will, where possible be used by teachers and students for classroom interactions and learning.  
Students will be expected to use Japanese as much as possible in the classroom. 
 
Assessment 
 
Will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 70% external assessment:  one paper based on the 
receptive skills (PAPER I), one paper based on the productive skills (PAPER II) and one paper produced by the 
student in class time and submitted to the IBO for moderation (WRITTEN TASK) and, 30% internal assessment:  
three interactive oral tasks completed in class time, one individual oral task completed with the teacher. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
This course is designed to further support those students who have maintained an ongoing and successful study 
of Japanese, and who have exhibited an interest in the culture, and who have demonstrated a desire to become 
proficient in the language.. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Mrs Kathleen Wiseman and Ms Tegan Pollack 
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SPANISH AB INITIO (LANGUAGE B) – GROUP 2 (LINE 2) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 2 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
IB Diploma Spanish Ab Initio is a course designed to allow students to study a Language Other Than English 
which they have never studied before.  It will be studied at a highly accelerated pace and is suitable for upper-
secondary students with no previous experience and/or knowledge of the language. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Students will be introduced to the language and cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.  Reading, writing, 
speaking and listening skills will be developed at a level for those beginning a new language.  By the end of the 
two year course, students will be able to visit a Spanish-speaking country and communicate competently with 
native speakers.  It is a fast-moving, highly-motivating course encompassing many interactive activities. 
 
Content 
 
Topics include: 
 

• The Individual 
• Education and Work 
• Town and Services 
• Food and Drink 
• Leisure and Travel 
• The Environment 
• Health and Emergencies 

 
Students will explore the above cultural features via text responses (letters, travel brochures, recipes, film, song, 
novels, guest speakers and television). 
 
Students will also participate in a range of written expression and conversational exercises aimed at building their 
fluency and confidence in the chosen language.  Language skills to be addressed will include: 
 

• Text-handling skills and strategies 
• Creative-writing skills 
• Interactive Aural and Oral Activities 

 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of an Oral assessment (25%) and Text handling 
and Written work (75%). 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
There are no prerequisites for this course, though students are expected to make a genuine commitment to 
learning to read, write and communicate in another language. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Mrs Suzanne Gray 
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ECONOMICS (INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES)  – GROUP 3 (LINE 3) 
 
Diploma Pattern 
This is a two year Group 3 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 3 
subject it falls within the Individuals and Societies field. 
 
Advice to Students & Learning Outcomes 
The study of economics is essentially about dealing with scarcity, resource allocation and the methods and 
processes by which choices are made in the satisfaction of human wants.  The course emphasizes the economic 
theories of microeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting individuals, firms and markets, and the 
economic theories of macroeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting countries, governments and 
societies. These economic theories are not to be studied in a vacuum — rather, they are to be applied to real-
world issues. Prominent among these issues are fluctuations in economic activity, international trade, economic 
development and environmental sustainability. 
 
The ethical dimensions involved in the application of economic theories and policies permeate throughout the 
economics course as students are required to consider and reflect on human end-goals and values  The 
economics course encourages students to develop international perspectives, fosters a concern for global 
issues, and raises students’ awareness of their own responsibilities at a local, national and international level. 
The course also seeks to develop values and attitudes that will enable students to achieve a degree of personal 
commitment in trying to resolve these issues, appreciating our shared responsibility as citizens of an increasingly 
interdependent world. 
 
Distinction between SL and HL 
SL and HL students of economics are presented with a common syllabus, with an HL extension in some topics. 
While the skills and activity of studying economics are common to both SL and HL students, the HL student is 
required to acquire a further body of knowledge — including the ability to analyse, synthesise and evaluate that 
knowledge — and to develop quantitative skills in order to explain and analyse economic relationships.  These 
quantitative skills are specifically assessed at HL in paper 3. 
 
Content 
The following is an outline of the Economics course: 
Section 1 – Resources and Markets (Microeconomics) Section 3 – International Issues 
Foundations of Economics – Scarcity and Decision-Making 
Competitive Markets – Demand and Supply 
Market Failure and Government Response 
Profit Maximization and Objectives of Firms 

Gains from Trade 
Protectionism 
Balance and Payments and Foreign Debt 
Exchange Rates 

Section 2 – National Issues (Macroeconomics) Section 4 – Development Economics 
Economic Growth, Unemployment and Inflation 
Macroeconomic Policy Objectives and Models 
Distribution of Income and Inequity 
Fiscal, Monetary and Supply Side Policies 

Characteristics of Developing Countries 
Indicators of Economic Development 
Sources of Economic Development 
Development Strategies 
Barriers to Economic Development 
Sustainable Development 

 

Assessment 
Students will be asked to undertake a variety of non-IB assessment tasks including; essays, research reports, 
skills based exercises, short answers to knowledge questions and stimulus responses.  Their work will culminate 
in 2 External Examinations for SL and 3 External Examinations for HL.  External Exams include essays, 
calculations, short answers, including extended written responses in response to stimuli (document studies, 
graphs and/or statistical data).   A Portfolio of three commentaries based on extracts from current published 
news media will be completed for the Internal Assessment.  
 
Assumed Abilities 
The economics course requires no specific prior learning.  No particular background in terms of specific subjects 
studied for national or international qualifications is expected or required.  The specific skills of the economics 
course are developed within the context of the course itself.  The ability to understand and analyse abstract 
concepts and the ability to write in a logically structured manner are distinct advantages in economics. 
 
Contact Person 
Ms Paula Partanen 
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PSYCHOLOGY (INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES) – GROUP 3 (LINE 3) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 3 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 3 
subject it falls within the Individuals and Societies field. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
The course explores the interaction of biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behaviour and 
how the interaction of these influences determines behaviour.  This leads, in turn, to an awareness of how 
applications of psychology in everyday life are derived from psychological theories that are constructed and 
evaluated. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
In Psychology, there are general learning outcomes for each topic, and topic specific learning outcomes.  Below 
are the general learning outcomes common across all topics: 
 

• Outline principles that define the level of analysis 
• Explain how principles that define the level of analysis may be demonstrated in research (that is, 

theories and/or studies) 
• Discuss how and why particular research methods are used at the level of analysis (for example, 

experiments, observations, interviews) 
• Discuss ethical considerations related to research studies at the level of analysis 

  
Content 
 
Levels of Analysis (compulsory) 
The levels of analysis relate to different ways that behaviour can be explained and for this course they are 
“Biological”, “Cognitive”, and “Sociocultural”. 
 
Options (two chosen for HL students, one for SL students) 
This is an opportunity to study a more specialised area of Psychology.  The current options are: 
 

• Abnormal Psychology 
• Developmental Psychology 

 
Qualitative Research (HL only) 
Students study qualitative research methodology as used in Psychology and other social sciences. 
 
Research Study 
Each student will research an area of Psychology, perform an experiment and write a report on it.  This is the 
Internal Assessment aspect of the subject. 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 80% external assessment comprising either 2 
(Standard Level) or 3 (Higher Level) examination papers, and 20% internal assessment of the experimental 
study. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
In addition to being independent and self-motivated learners who manage their time well and contribute 
positively, students will need to have an interest in all aspects of human behaviour, especially the cultural factors 
that influence it. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Ms Zara McGregor or Ms Kathryn Tebble 
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BIOLOGY (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES)  – GROUP 4 (LINE 4) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 4 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 4 
subject it falls within the Experimental Sciences field. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
In Diploma Programme Biology, students will study a body of knowledge on the most critical of biological 
concepts, focussing upon Structure and Function, Universality versus Diversity, Equilibrium within systems and 
evolution.  In the process students will develop a broad and general understanding of the principles of the 
subject. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Through the study of Group 4 subjects students will become aware of how scientists work collaboratively 
communicating with each other. 
 
The IB Biology study involves, generally, the formation, testing and modification of hypotheses through 
observation and measurement, under the controlled conditions of an experiment.  The students will also 
accumulate a body of knowledge specific to Biology and also become aware of the moral, ethical and social 
implications of science and its limitations. 
 
Content 
 
All students will address the core topics of Cell Biology, Molecular Biology, Genetics, Ecology, Evolution and 
Biodiversity and Human Physiology to a Standard or Higher Level.  In addition, students will study one option at 
either Standard Level or Higher Level. 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 80% external assessment via three exams, in 
addition to 20% internal assessment via an individual investigation and the interdisciplinary Group 4 project 
undertaken in collaboration with all other students studying Sciences. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
In order to achieve success in IB Biology, students will need to have an interest in all aspects of scientific study 
and a strong work ethic.   
 
Contact Person 
 
Ms Megan Worthington 
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CHEMISTRY (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES) –  GROUP 4 (LINE 6) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 4 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 4 
subject it falls within the Experimental Sciences field. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of practical and 
investigational skills.  It is called the central science as chemical principles underpin both the physical 
environment in which we live and all biological systems.  Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own 
right, chemistry is a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological science 
and environmental science, and serves as useful preparation for employment. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
The Diploma Programme Chemistry course allows students to develop traditional practical skills and techniques 
and increase facility in the use of mathematics, which is the language of physical sciences.  It also allows 
students to develop interpersonal skills, and information and communication technology skills which are essential 
in modern scientific endeavour and are important life-enhancing, transferable skills in their own right. 
 
Content 
 
All students will address the core topics of Stoichiometry, Atomic theory, Periodicity, Bonding, Energetics, 
Kinetics, Equilibrium, Acids and Bases, Oxidation and Reduction, Organic Chemistry and Measurement and Data 
Processing to a Standard or Higher level.  In addition, students will study one option at either Standard Level or 
Higher Level. 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 80% external assessment via three papers, in 
addition to 20% internal assessment via an individual investigation and the interdisciplinary Group 4 project 
undertaken in collaboration with all other students studying Sciences. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
In order to achieve success in IB Chemistry, students will need to have an interest in all aspects of scientific 
study, in addition to a strong background in mathematics.  It is recommended students have gained a High 
Achievement in Year 10 Science and Mathematics (Extension). 
 
Contact Person 
 
Mrs Yunhui Feng 
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PHYSICS (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES)  –  GROUP 4 (LINE 4) 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 4 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 4 
subject it falls within the Experimental Sciences field. 
 
 
Advice to Students 
 
Through the study of Physics, students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each 
other.  While the “scientific method” may take on a wide variety of forms, it will generally involve the formation, 
testing and modification of hypotheses through observation and measurement, under the controlled conditions of 
an experiment.  It is this approach, along with the falsifiability of scientific hypotheses that distinguishes Physics 
from other disciplines, as well as characterising this subject within the IB Experimental Sciences group of 
subjects. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
The Diploma Programme Physics course allows students to develop traditional practical skills and techniques 
and increase facility in the use of mathematics, which is the language of Physics.  It also allows students to 
develop interpersonal skills, and information and communication technology skills which are essential in modern 
scientific endeavour and are important life-enhancing, transferable skills in their own right. 
 
 
Content 
 
All students will address the core topics of Measurement and Uncertainties, Mechanics, Thermal Physics, 
Waves, Electricity and Magnetism, Circular Motion and Gravitation, Atomic, Nuclear and Particle Physics and 
Energy Production to a Standard or Higher Level.  In addition, students will study one option at either Standard 
Level or Higher Level.  
 
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 80% external assessment via three papers, in 
addition to 20% internal assessment via an individual investigation and the interdisciplinary Group 4 project 
undertaken in collaboration with all other students studying Sciences. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
The Higher and Standard Level courses are taught together in the same class.  Students need a strong 
background in Mathematics in order to succeed in IB Physics, therefore students need to have gained at least a 
High Level in Year 10 Extension Mathematics and Science. 
 
 
Contact Person 
 
Dr Carolyn Moores 
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MATHEMATICS SL (MATHEMATICS)  –  GROUP 5 (LINE 5) 
 

Mathematics Standard Level (SL) 
Diploma Pattern 
This is a two year Group 5 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 5 
subject it falls within the Mathematics field. 
 
Advice to Students 
Mathematics SL caters for students with a good background in mathematics who are competent in a range of 
analytical and technical skills.  The majority of those students will be expecting to include mathematics as a 
major component of their university studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses such as Physics, 
Engineering and Technology. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Through the study of mathematics, students will develop logical, critical and creative thinking and patience and 
persistence in problem solving.  They will appreciate the elegance, power and usefulness of the subject and the 
consequences arising from technological developments.  Students will employ and refine their powers of 
abstraction and generalisation and be able to transfer skills to alternative situations and future development.  
They will develop an understanding of the principles and nature of the subject and communicate clearly and 
confidently in a variety of contexts.  Another of the aims of this course is to enable students to appreciate the 
multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives of mathematics.  This includes the international dimension of 
mathematics. 
 
Content 
Standard Level students study the same material as Higher Level students, but to less depth (ie.150 hours).  The 
core consists of these topics: 

• Algebra 
• Functions and equations 
• Circular functions and trigonometry 
• Vectors 
• Statistics and probability 
• Calculus 

 
Assessment 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 80% external assessment via two papers at SL 
level, in addition to 20% internal assessment for the exploration.  
 
Assumed Abilities 
A High Level of Achievement or better in Year 10 Mathematics B (or C) is a prerequisite for admission to this 
Mathematics course. 
 
In addition to being independent learners with effective time management skills, students will need to be already 
equipped with fundamental skills and a sound knowledge of basic processes.   
 
Costs 
Students will need to purchase a Casio 9860GAU+ Graphic Display Calculator for use in this course. 
 
Contact Person 
Mrs Kerri Hill of Mrs Caryn Bristow 
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THEATRE ARTS  –  GROUP 6 (LINE 6) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 6 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 6 
subject it falls within the Arts field. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
The aim of this IB Diploma Theatre Arts course is to provide an environment of authentic holistic learning that 
helps students to understand the nature and role of theatre in a global society.  By encouraging students to work 
as inquiring, critical thinkers through their participation as theatre practitioners and analysts, students develop a 
better understanding of themselves, their society and their world. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Although divided into 3 parts, the strong links between these will be emphasised throughout the course.  
Students will acquire the reflective skills and understanding of how the links and parts work together as a whole.  
Upon completion of this course students will be expected to have demonstrated the objectives as detailed in the 
current IBO Theatre Arts programme. 
 
Content 
 
Students will study the three compulsory parts of the Higher Level syllabus: 
 
Theatre in Context examines the personal, theoretical and cultural contexts that inform theatre-making and the 
ways in which these affect and influence creating, designing, directing, performing and spectating. 
 
Theatre Processes focuses on the skills, techniques and processes involved in theatre-making.  Students will 
reflect on their own creative processes and skill acquisition as well as gaining a practical understanding of the 
processes of others; creators, designers, directors and performers. 
 
Presenting Theatre focuses on the staging and presentation of theatre as well as the presentation of ideas, 
research and discoveries through diverse modes of presentation, both practical and written.  Students will also 
consider the impact theatre can have on the spectator.   
 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of 75% external and 25% internal assessment, 
which include both written and oral presentation as well as practical participation. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
In order to achieve success in IB Theatre Arts students will need to have an interest in all aspects of the stage, 
including both on and off stage roles.  Study of Drama at Year 10 would be an advantage, but not essential. 
 
Costs 
 
Up to 4 theatre visits per semester at $25.00 each. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Miss Zara McGregor 
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VISUAL ART  –  GROUP 6 (LINE 6) 
 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 6 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 6 
subject it falls within the Arts field. 
 
Advice to Students 
 
IB Diploma Visual Art is designed according to the personal needs of each student, allowing them to explore, 
study and practice various media and Visual Art options of interest and expertise. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Students will develop their imaginative, creative and aesthetic skills.  The course stimulates and trains the 
student’s visual awareness, perception, and criticism of Art in various cultures.  They discover, develop and enjoy 
creative visual expression in the studio and elsewhere and develop attitudes towards Visual Arts in history, 
today, locally and internationally. 
 
Content 
 
The course will include core elements, individual and collaborative elements including: 
 

• Practice in the use of various media and the acquisition of studio techniques 
• Ways of extending research into practical work 
• Art criticism and analysis 
• Art in socio-cultural and historical contexts 

 
Topics will include: 
 

• Art criticism and analysis – historical and contemporary 
• Historical and technical review of elements and principles of design 
• Perspectives, landscape and profiles and figures 
• Realism, Abstraction, Idealism and Non Objective Art 
• Cultural and historical research (negotiated) 
• Negotiated special projects and themes 

 
Assessment 
 
Assessment will be according to IBO principles and will consist of external assessment of Studio work, Interview 
and exhibition 70% and internal and externally moderated research workbooks 30%. 
 
Assumed Abilities 
 
This subject is suitable for any student who is interested in attaining high levels of artistic skill and art analysis, 
finding new ways of expression and broadening their horizons in socio-cultural awareness.  Students must make 
a commitment to learning to use studio work and research to develop a workbook.  The course will initially be 
teacher directed, but students will need to make a commitment to a student initiated and directed second half of 
the 2 year course.  Students will need to work on and keep a portfolio.  Year 10 Art is an advantage for this 
subject. 
 
Costs 
 
Some excursions and materials to enable students to pursue their chosen areas of study will need to be provided 
or funded by the student.  Materials for general classroom teaching and learning will be provided. 
 
Contact Person 
 
Mrs Mary Phillips 
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MUSIC  –  GROUP 6 (LINE 6) 
 
Diploma Pattern 
 
This is a two year Group 6 subject within the International Baccalaureate Diploma programme.  As a Group 6 
subject it falls within the Arts field. 
 
Aims, Objectives and Outcomes 
 
In addition to the general aims of the IB Group 6 subjects, the aim of the Music course is to enable students to 
develop their knowledge and potential as musicians, both personally and collaboratively. 
 
Having followed the Music course, students will be expected to demonstrate the following objectives: 
 
1. Knowledge, understanding and perception of music in relation to time, place and cultures. 
2. Appropriate musical terminology to describe and reflect their critical understanding of music. 
3. Comparative analysis of music in relation to time, place and cultures. 
4. Creative skills through exploration, control and development of musical elements. 
5. Performance skills through music making. 
6. Critical-thinking skills through reflective thought. 
 
The Diploma Programme Music course provides an appropriate foundation for further study in music at university 
level, or in music career pathways.  It also provides an enriching and valuable course of study for students who 
may pursue other careers.  The course also provides all students with the opportunity to engage in the world of 
music as lifelong participants. 
 
Prior Learning 
 
The Diploma Programme Music course is designed to offer students the opportunity to build on prior experience 
in music while encouraging a broad approach to the subject and developing new skills, techniques and ideas. 
 
Prior music experience is very strongly recommended.  Students interested in IB Music should discuss their level 
of experience with the Director of Music. 
 
Course Content 
 
The IB Music course is offered at Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL).  Both SL and HL students are 
required to study musical perception.  Musical perception involves the study, analysis and examination of 
prescribed and other musical works, and comparing and contrasting of musical cultures.  Standard level (SL) 
students also choose one of three options: 
 
• SL Creating (SLC) or 
• SL Solo performing (SLS) or 
• SL Group performing (SLG) 
 
Higher level (HL) students are required to undertake both creating and solo performing. 
 
Creating involves options such as composing, music technology composing, arranging, improvising and stylistic 
techniques.  Performing entails musical performance on an instrument of voice. 
 
Assessment 
 
Standard Level (SL) 
 
External Assessment – 50% 
 
• Listening Paper 2 hours 15 minutes – 30% - Five musical perception questions. 
• Musical links investigation – 20% - A written media script of no more than 2000 words, investigating the 

significant musical link between two (or more) pieces from distinct musical cultures. 
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Internal Assessment – 50% 
 
Students choose from one of the following options: 
 
• Creating (SLS) – Two pieces of coursework, with recordings and written work. 
• Solo performing (SLS) – A recording selected from pieces presented during one or more public 

performance(s) – 15 minutes. 
• Group performing (SLG) – A recording selected from pieces presented during two or more public 

performances – 20-30 minutes. 
 
Higher Level (HL) 
 
External Assessment – 50% 
 
• Listening paper (3 hours) – 30% - Seven musical perception questions. 
• Musical links investigation – 20% - A written media script of no more than 2000 words, investigating the 

significant musical link between two (or more) pieces from distinct musical cultures. 
 
Internal Assessment – 50% 
 
• Creating – 25% - Three pieces of course work, with recordings and written work. 
• Solo performing – 25% - A recording selected from pieces presented during one or more public 

performance(s) – 20 minutes. 
 
 
Contact Person 
 
Mr Samuel Blanch 
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QUEENSLAND CURRICULUM & ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY 
PREREQUISITE LEVELS FOR SENIOR SUBJECTS 

 
Results from Year 10 do provide a useful guide when selecting subjects for senior study.  Students who have 
achieved the suggested prerequisite level of achievement have demonstrated their performance and  appear 
able to put the necessary study into the subject.  Therefore, these qualities suggest they will cope with the 
extension of the subject throughout Years 11 & 12. 
 
The following table is a guide for parents and students to enable them to gauge whether the student possesses 
the required skills and competencies to proceed with a particular subject. 
 

YEAR 11 SUBJECT YEAR 10 PREREQUISITE 
English Sound  Achievement or better 

English Communication Sound Achievement or lower 

Modern Languages:  French, Indonesian, 
Italian, Japanese and On Line Chinese 

Language studied in Year 10 
High Achievement or better at Year 10 level 

Ancient History 
Modern History 
Economics 
Geography 
Legal Studies 

Sound Plus or higher in English to fulfil the communication 
requirements of the course. 

Accounting Sound in Mathematics B (or C) and English 
Business Studies is not a prerequisite 

Information, Processing & Technology High in Mathematics B (or C) and English 

Mathematics A Sound or less in Mathematics  B and  
Sound and above in Mathematics A 

Mathematics B Sound or better in Year 10 Mathematics B (or C) 

Mathematics C Sound or better in Year 10 Mathematics B (or C) 

Chemistry 
Physics High or Very High in Mathematics B (or C) and Science 

Biology 
Earth Science Sound or better in Science 

Drama Sound or better in English 

Visual Art Sound or better in English 

Hospitality Practices Sound in Year 10 English 

Music 
Sound or better in English with an aptitude for music and 
determination to learn, preferably studied the subject Music Years 8-
10 

Physical Education Sound or better in Year 10 HPE or/and Sound or better in Year 10 
English 

Graphics Sound or better in Year 10 Graphics 

Manufacturing (B & C Studies) 
Engineering 
Technology Studies 

Sound or better in Year 10 Technology Studies 
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ACCOUNTING  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why study accounting? 
 
Accounting is an interesting and challenging subject which gives students an insight into the business world.   It 
is an eminently useful subject as it will stand by you in a personal sense for your own financial record keeping 
and budget planning even if you never use the skills obtained vocationally. 
 
Accounting is based on the system of double-entry bookkeeping and includes the design, analysis and 
interpretation of this system.  Students will study the accounting principles of business records preparation using 
both manual and electronic (computer) recording procedures. 
 
The course promotes the development of numeracy, effective communication, logical reasoning, problem solving 
and decision making in an accounting context.  Students will study a range of theoretical and practical aspects of 
accounting with a focus on the sole trader organisation. 
 
Completion of this course should enable students to participate more effectively and responsibly in a changing 
business environment.  Careers using Accounting skills include:  Accountant, Administrator, Auditor, Tax 
Consultant, Computer Operator/Programmer, Pay Clerk, Bookkeeper, Bank/Insurance worker.  An understanding 
of Accounting is also invaluable to anyone who may hope to run his/her own business in the future. 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
There are no subject pre-requisites for this course although a Sound level of achievement in Year 10 English and 
Maths B is desirable. 
 
 
What do students study? 
 
Core Studies An introduction to accounting principles and processes 
 
Recording and Controls Entering practical accounting records and examining the controls that relate to 

them 
 
Reporting & Decision-making Preparing financial reports and statements and interpreting financial records 

that are used as a basis for decision-making 
 
Computer Accounting Using spreadsheets for accounting and using the accounting package  

‘Mind Your Own Business (MYOB)’ 
 
Elective Studies Examples of elective studies are:  Personal Financing and Investing, 

Company Reports, Accounting for Grazing Enterprises 
 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
The Senior Accounting course has three criteria.  These are: 
 
(a) Knowledge and Procedural Practices. 
(b) Interpretation and Evaluation. 
(c) Applied Practical Processes. 
 
The course consists of 70% practical work and 30% theory of accounting with each element contributing to the 
final result.  Assessment is in the form of tests, assignments and semester exams. 
 



 

Page 25    

   
 

ANCIENT HISTORY  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Ancient History? 
Ancient History investigates the rise and fall of ancient civilisations and, in so doing, aids us in understanding our 
current roles in our communities and our views of the world through the acquisition of knowledge, skills and 
values which are essential in decision making.  By studying Ancient History, students can understand the 
considerable achievements of past peoples and how they have influenced our modern world, students can 
understand the processes of change and continuity that have moulded the world and they can reflect on the 
causes and effects of different eras and cultures and the roles certain personalities have played.  In the Ancient 
History course emphasis is placed on the development of the skills of critical inquiry, debate and reflection on the 
differing values that guided not only ancient societies but form the basis of our own. 
 
In summary, studying Ancient History gives students a solid foundation as global citizens, for making sound, well-
reasoned judgements in reflecting on and determining valid decisions. 
 
 
Are There Course Prerequisites? 
A Sound Achievement in Year 10 English and Year 10 History is recommended as reading is required and the 
assessment requires some extended writing. 
 
Companion Subjects 
As Ancient History and Modern History use many of the same assessment instrument types and the criteria for 
assessment are identical, studying both subjects can prove beneficial to skill development and enhancement. 
 
What Do Students Study? 
Semester 1 Archaeology and Studies of Palaeolithic and Neolithic Societies. 
 This unit introduces students to archaeology, its methods and processes, primary and 

secondary evidence and their inherent problems, and a contrast between land-based and 
marine archaeology.  Students also study changing perceptions of early human history, 
contrasts between Palaeolithic and Neolithic cultures with reference to Australia and Europe.
  

 
Semester 2 Studies of Conflicts, and Personalities in Ancient History 
 Students view the causes and background of major Greek and Roman conflicts, including 

the Punic Wars, and the personalities involved. 
 
Semester 3 Technology, Innovation, Invention and Europe in Transition. 
 This topic looks at the essentials of human survival and how technology, innovation and 

invention have helped Ancient Egypt develop.  Students view the changing methods of water 
control in ancient societies.  Secondly, pupils study England through the ages, from post Roman 
to Mediaeval times, using maps especially. 

 
Semester 4 Regional Change and the Ethics of Archaeology 
 This semester students learn about the rise and fall of Central and South American civilisations 

compared to those of the Indian sub-continent.  The final topic views how archaeology and the 
ethics of the subject have changed over time, with special reference to Local and Australian 
examples. 

 
 
How Are Students Assessed? 
Assessment includes short answer tests, research assignments, oral presentations, response to stimulus tests 
and essays. Year 11 assessment is formative whilst Year 12 is summative. 
 
 
How Do Students Study Ancient History? 
At least half an hour of homework, reading or research would be expected 5 nights a week. 
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BIOLOGY  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 

 
 
Why Study Biology? 
Biology is concerned with the origin, development, functioning and evolution of living systems and the 
consequences of intervention in those systems.  It is an integrated study drawing on many branches of 
knowledge in an attempt to understand living processes and systems.  
 
Information about biological systems is gathered from scientific and field investigations.  Over two years students 
should develop a deeper understanding and an enhanced aesthetic appreciation of the living world including 
recognition of the unique characteristics of the Australian ecosystem.  Participation in Biology enables students 
to engage in creative scientific thinking and to apply their knowledge in practical situations.  Studies of Biology 
will assist students in foreseeing the consequences for the living world of their own and society's activities.  This 
will enable them to participate as informed and responsible citizens in decision making processes. 
 
 
Are There Course Prerequisites? 
Students should have achieved at least a sound in Year 10 Science and English. 
 
 
Companion Subjects 
A study of History, Chemistry, Earth Science or Geography will enhance the student's appreciation of this 
subject. 
 
 
What Do Students Study? 
 
Scientific Method 
Classification 
Reproduction 
Cells 
Ecology 
Homeostasis 
Genetics 
Evolution 
Behaviour 
 
 
Field Work 
Field work is a mandatory aspect of this course.  There is a requirement of 10 hours of field work. 
 
 
How Are Students Assessed? 
The assessment is quite varied with field reports, extended experimental investigations, written tasks, and 
extended response tasks used to ensure adequate assessing of student abilities. 
 
 
Additional Opportunities 
All students may participate in the ICAS Science Competition (optional). 
 
 
How Do Students Study Biology? 
A minimum of four hours per week is necessary to ensure success at this subject. 
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CHEMISTRY  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Chemistry? 
Chemistry is the study of matter and its interactions.  Because humans live in this material universe, chemistry is 
central to understanding the phenomena of the reactions of matter.  It therefore provides a link with other 
branches of natural science.  Students should come to understand that no real distinction can be made between 
'chemicals' and matter. 
 
A knowledge of chemistry can assist students in understanding and interpreting many experiences in their 
everyday surroundings, thus enriching their lives.  Chemistry is intimately involved in extractive, refining and 
manufacturing industries, which provide our food, clothing and many of the articles we use daily.  These 
industries are important to our economy.  Students should come to appreciate the impact of chemical 
knowledge and technology on their society. 
 
The impact of human activities on our environment has not always been benign.  Responsible decisions on 
possible future activities can be made, among other things, in the light of the fullest understanding of the 
chemical consequences of those activities.  Problems have sometimes arisen in the past because of the 
limitations of our chemical understanding.  The solutions to these problems will usually require the application of 
chemical knowledge.  An understanding of chemistry will assist students to participate as informed and 
responsible citizens in making decisions in which economic benefit and the quality of the environment are 
considered.  The Senior Chemistry course will provide a foundation for students who proceed to tertiary level 
courses in science, engineering or health sciences. 
 
Chemistry is a prerequisite for many tertiary courses.  If your career goal is even vaguely related to science then 
you should seriously consider studying Chemistry.  If you do not study Chemistry your tertiary science options 
are significantly reduced. 
 
Are There Course Prerequisites? 
Students should have achieved a High Achievement or better in Year 10 Science, English and Mathematics B (or 
C). 
 
Companion Subjects 
A study of Maths B or Physics will enhance the student's appreciation of this subject. 
 
What Do Students Study? 
The topics covered in Chemistry include:  
Introduction to Chemistry 
The Atom, Periodicity and Bonding 
Gases, Moles and Stoichiometry 
Industrial Chemistry 
Kinetics, Equilibrium, Acids and Bases 
Organic Chemistry 
Biochemistry 
Redox and Electrochemistry 
 
How Are Students Assessed? 
Exams 
Extended experimental investigations 
Extended response tasks (research assignments and/or Response to Stimulus tasks) 
 
Additional Opportunities 
All students may participate in the ICAS Science Competition (optional). 
 
How Do Students Study Chemistry? 
A minimum of four hours per week of study and set homework is necessary to ensure success in this subject. 
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DRAMA  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 

 
Why Study Drama? 
 
The main reason students study Drama is to enjoy themselves through learning.  Not only is it a great help in 
broadening general knowledge but it gives them practice for the Queensland Core Skills Test.  Students in this 
School study worthwhile and interesting plays which allow them to be exposed to many of the problems 
encountered in life without having to actually experience them.  Technically speaking, Drama is experienced 
through the dimensions of Forming, Presenting and Responding. 
 
In Forming drama, students move through the processes of researching, interpreting, extrapolating and 
classifying information, selecting, problem solving and decision making. 
 
In Presenting, students use advanced communication processes to convey meaning to a range of audiences for 
a variety of purposes.  Students perform once a semester in the evening in front of a live audience with 
independent judges. 
 
Through Responding, students empathise, extrapolate and make judgements in practical and written tasks.  
They also evaluate, analyse and synthesise dramatic experiences. 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
A Sound Achievement or better in Year 10 English is desirable. 
 
 
Companion Subjects 
 
Music, Art, English, History. 
 
 
What do students study? 
 

Transitions 

Transitions allow us to explore a new world using the tools of the old.  They expose us to different ways of 
thought, beliefs, feelings and behaviours giving us time to adjust, and accept the new. 
 
Unit 1 Transition to the Actor 

The focus of this unit is studying the elements of drama within an improvisational framework.  
Students are assessed on their ability to improvise and perform. 

Unit 2 Transition to Realism 
The focus of this unit is studying characterisation using Stanislavsky methods with Australian 
plays.  We present part of a play to a live audience. 

Unit 3 Transition to Design 
This unit applies Stagecraft (lighting, sound, set & costume design) to enhance styles of one 
act plays.  We become the behind the scene workers and designers. 

Unit 4 Transition to Ritual 
This unit focuses on ritual and how it is used in Australia.  Students devise and perform an 
extended ritual. 

Unit 5 Transition to Multimedia 
The focus of this unit is Epic Theatre and the speaking of poetry and prose.  Performances 
are student devised and students present their viewpoints of a famous person. 
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Unit 6 Transition to Directing 

Become the Director!  Besides yelling “Action!” you will direct your peers, plan rehearsals and 
deliver your concepts of a selected play. 

Unit 7 Transition to the Eclectic 
This unit analyses the major dramatic styles of the Twentieth Century specialising in absurd 
theatre.  Students perform part of a play in front of a live audience. 

Unit 8 Transition to the Future 
This unit focuses on 2 contrasting audition pieces and the wide reading which must be done 
to select these pieces. 

 
 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
Year 11  3 pieces of written work 
  3 pieces of practical work (2 group; 1 solo) 
 
  TWO pieces of practical work will require some rehearsal out of school time. 
 
Year 12  1 piece of written work including an exam 
  4 pieces of practical work (2 group; 2 solo) 
 
  TWO pieces of practical work for each grade will require some rehearsal out of school time. 
 
 
 
How do students study Drama? 
 
Students should expect to do about half an hour of homework on this subject 5 nights a week, although it will 
often come in concentrated periods of time. 
 
It is compulsory to attend the Civic Theatre to see some live performances which is an enjoyable and social 
element of the course. 
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EARTH SCIENCE  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 

 
 
Why Study Earth Science? 
Perhaps no other science has changed our perceptions of our planet, in the last decade, as has Earth Science.  
For the first time in history, humanity has been able to obtain a view of the entire planet as a global community.  
Earth Science has been offered at Townsville Grammar School for over 20 years and for good reasons.  
Townsville is one of the largest Earth Science centres in the country.  We boast state of the art copper and nickel 
refineries which are the large producers of export income in the region.  Earth Science and related industries 
represent the largest tax base and biggest private sector employer in the region. This sector, with projected 
billion dollar mineral projects presently underway is expected to grow well into the next century. University Earth 
Science graduates may directly be employed on leaving school.  Universities presently offer incentives to 
individuals who choose to take Earth Science in high school.  These vary from university to university but include 
such things as advanced standing or exemptions from some lectures.  Many lucrative careers are open to Earth 
Science graduates particularly those who choose to follow interdisciplinary studies involving Law, Remote 
Sensing, Business Management, Accounting, Agricultural Science, and Environmental Studies or decide on a 
career in recycling technology, feasibility studies, environmental impact studies, resources management, mining 
or exploration.  Above all, Earth Science learning is active and fun as you develop relevant practical skills that will 
be useful to you for the rest of your life.  
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
Students should have achieved at least a Sound in Year 10 Science and English. 
 
Companion Subjects 
A study of Geography or Biology will enhance the student's appreciation of this subject. 
 
What do students study? 

Semester  1 OUR EARTH AND ITS SYSTEMS:  The structure of the Earth; the rock and hydrologic cycle; 
common minerals and rocks; plate tectonics and its effects on landform development; the 
geology of the ocean floor and its significance to the development of the plate tectonic theory. 

 
Semester  2 OUR EARTH IN SPACE AND TIME:  Stratiography – the mapping of geological outcrops; 

drawing geological cross-sections; field trip to Big Bend; geological time; major and minor 
extinctions; fossils as tools for determining ancient environments and climates; astronomy and 
the geology of the planets. 

 
Semester  3 EARTH RESOURCES AND HUMAN IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT:  Human impact on 

the environment; environmental monitoring and water quality; soils as a resource; minerals – 
extraction, processing environmental and impacts of monitoring; alternative sources of energy 
and electrical production. 

 
Semester  4 HAZARDOUS EARTH PROCESSES AND MATERIALS:  A study of hazardous earth 

processes including volcanoes, earthquakes, flooding, tsunamis, mass wasting and land 
subsidence, El Nino and La Nina. 

 
 
Field Trips  
Field Trips are an integral part of the course.  In Year 11 students participate in a three-day trip to Big Bend near 
Charters Towers.  In Year 12 students have the opportunity to spend four days at Undara National Park. 
 
How are students assessed? 
The assessment is quite varied with exams, field reports, practical exercises, projects, research activities and 
essays. 
 
How do students study Earth Science? 
A minimum of four hours per week is necessary to ensure success in this subject. 
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ECONOMICS  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 

 
 
Why Study Economics? 
 
Economics is essentially a study of how to use scarce resources in the best way possible, so that human wants 
are well satisfied.  Individuals, businesses and governments are confronted with this economic problem, and 
alternative uses for scarce resources must be analysed and evaluated.  For this reason, Economics is considered 
as the science of choice. 
 
The extensive media coverage of economic issues and events has, in recent years, highlighted the need for 
increased community awareness of the economic environment in which we live.  Through the study of 
Economics, students develop an understanding of the significance of economic forces and the implications of 
these for individuals, businesses, and government decision making, thereby developing in students an ability to 
participate effectively in economic decision making at a personal and citizenship level. 
 
Students develop their knowledge of Economics by inquiring into issues and events, analysing the causes and 
effects, evaluating statistical and other economic data, and presenting their conclusions and recommendations 
using a variety of written and oral modes of communication.   
 
Studies in Economics thus provide students with knowledge and skills that are relevant for living in contemporary 
society, as well as useful for a range of careers in commerce, industry, media, finance and government. 
 
Students considering Economics should be proficient in English. 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
There are no subject prerequisites for Economics, however a Sound Plus level of achievement for English at 
Year 10 is desirable. 
 
 
Companion Subjects 
 
Students who choose to study Economics might find it useful to combine the subject with Accounting, Legal 
Studies, Geography or Modern History. 
 
 
What do students study? 
 
Semester 1  -  Doing Business 

♦ The Foundations of Economics – the circular flow of income; the cycle of business activity, supply 
and demand, markets and prices. 

♦ Inquiry into a Business or a case study of a local firm through a class excursion or an alternate 
independent inquiry into business. 

 
 
Semester 2  -  Economic Choices  
 

♦ Contemporary Microeconomic Issues – the power of incentives and the process of rational decision-
making (the cost-benefit model) is used to evaluate contemporary issues making headlines.  Possible 
topics for investigation include; a carbon tax versus an emissions trading scheme, the National 
Broadband Network (NBN), plain cigarette packaging, coal seam gas, paid parental/maternity leave. 

♦ The Population Debate – inquiry into Australia’s carrying capacity and optimum population size. 
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Semester 3  -  The Boom and Bust Cycle 
 

♦ Contemporary Macroeconomic Management – students investigate how interest rates, taxation 
and expenditure by governments effects people and business, with focus being upon current affairs. 
 This, in particular, prepares students to better understand; significant events like the Great 
Depression and the Global Financial Crisis, government policies and their implications on an 
individual’s well-being and the economic objectives of low inflation and unemployment. 

 
♦ Systems and Development – throughout the world there are disparities in living standards and in 

progress towards reduction in poverty.  The performance of capitalism and socialism will be 
evaluated, as well as, how best to achieve the Millennium Development Goals in the developing 
world or the ‘Bottom Billion’.  For those students wishing to pursue a career in international 
diplomacy, this unit of work would be invaluable. 

 
 
Semester 4  -  The Global Village 
 

♦ International Economics, Globalisation and Trade – students investigate the forces of 
globalisation and the role the global economy has upon Australia. In particular, their influences on 
the value of the Australian Dollar, trade balances, foreign affairs, investment and debt.  For those 
students wishing to pursue a career in international diplomacy, this unit of work would be 
invaluable. 

 
How are students assessed? 
 
Year 11 assessment is formative, while Year 12 is summative.  A selection of assessment items will be used 
including short response tests, research assignments, essays, oral presentations, board games, video 
documentaries. 
 
The criteria for assessment are: 
 

• knowledge and understanding 
• investigation 
• synthesis and evaluation 

 
 
How do students study Economics? 
 
Students would be expected to do 30 minutes of homework per night based on classwork and research 
assignment preparation. 
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ENGLISH  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study English? 
The aim of English courses in the secondary school is to promote the linguistic maturity of students by:  

• developing their capacity to use language appropriately and effectively in a variety of social and cultural 
contexts  

• developing their understanding of how language works 
• developing their appreciation of language and its use 
• developing critical literacy skills – an understanding and application of knowledge about the relationship 

between language power and ideologies in society and culture 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
Junior English – Students who experienced difficulty or did not achieve a Sound result in Junior English in Year 
10 should seriously consider the option of English Communication. 
 
Companion Subjects – Future Applications 
Knowledge of language forms the basis of all learning in all subjects.  Authority English provides a prerequisite 
for university entry. 
 
What do students study? 
The English course develops over two years during which time students enhance their ability to critically read a 
wide range of spoken, visual and written texts.  By the end of Year 12, they should be able to comprehend and 
compose written, spoken and visual texts in a wide range of contexts involving academic, practical and creative 
purposes.  They should be able to produce innovative texts as well as formularised ones.  They should be able to 
construct alternate readings for texts they encounter.  The course will involve the examination and study of a 
comprehensive range of material from 'classics' such as Shakespeare, through to the language and texts of the 
mass media and popular culture.  Resources used take into account as much as possible individual differences 
between classes and students. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Each student is to develop a folder which contains 6 pieces of work comprising of 4 written and 2 spoken tasks.  
For the attainment of a minimum Sound result, both writing and speaking must both be awarded at least Sound 
(minus) overall. 
 
The folder will represent a range and balance of communicative purposes, involving a balanced selection of texts 
and a range of conditions. 
 
Mandatory Requirements are as follows: 

Written Tasks • Analytical exposition in response to literature 
• Persuasive/reflective text 
• Imaginative text 

Spoken Tasks • Expository text, and/or 
• Persuasive/reflective text, and/or 
• Imaginative text 

 
Mandatory Conditions: 

Written Tasks • 2 tasks under test conditions one of which must be in response to an unseen question and 
completed in one session 

• Remaining written tasks under supervised conditions, but not necessarily unseen, nor in a 
single sitting 

Spoken Tasks • 1 task individual/solo 
• Evidence of preparation of oral tasks must be provided 
• Remaining spoken tasks may be individual or collaborative 
• Video taping of sample performances is also mandatory 

 

Set Texts 
Students will purchase set novels as required. 
 
How do students study English? 
Formal homework is often given.  When this is not the case, students are expected to read as widely as possible 
and to be working on assignments. 
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ENGLISH COMMUNICATION  -  AUTHORITY REGISTERED 
SUBJECT 
 
Why Study English Communication? 
 
In order to participate in the processes of education and to be active participants in the wider society, people 
need to develop effective and efficient methods of communication.  As lack of fluency may limit that participation, 
this subject endeavours to provide students with opportunities to increase their range of communications skills. 
 
The QCAA Subject Area Specification (SAS) English Communication is designed to assist schools to develop 
programmes for students in Years 11 & 12 to improve their potential for effective participation in fundamental life 
roles, that is those related to work, to personal and community life, and to leisure and recreation. 
 
Students will develop abilities to compose and comprehend English language texts which: 
♦ Are directly related to the workplace e.g. business letters, directories, manuals, schedules and itineraries. 
♦ Provide information and opinion on matters of current community and national interest e.g. newspapers, 

magazines, documentaries, non-fictional prose. 
♦ Provide enjoyment e.g. film, television, radio, drama, prose fiction and biographies, magazines, song lyrics 

and poems. 
 
The objectives of English Communication are divided into three broad categories: 
♦ Recognition and Interpretation of Contexts and Texts. 
♦ Planning and Production of Texts. 
♦ Control of Textual Features. 
 
It should also be noted that if there are insufficient students to create a full class, this subject may be offered as a 
composite class of Year 11 and Year 12 students. 
 
Future Pathways 
 
Although English Communication is not an Authority Subject and does not lead directly to university entry, this 
can still be achieved through TAFE studies.  Consequently, selecting English Communication does not block 
university entry but provides an alternative pathway which may be more appropriate for the needs of some 
students. 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
In English Communication approximately 50 percent of the tasks contributing to summative assessment are 
predominantly spoken/signed and/or practical while 50 percent are predominantly written. 
 
The following criteria will be used in determining exit Levels of Achievement: 

Recognition and Interpretation of Contexts & Texts is demonstrated by: 
♦ understanding subject matter 
♦ identifying audience and purpose 
♦ understanding the requirements of the task 

Planning and Production of Texts is demonstrated by: 
♦ locating sources, selecting and sequencing subject matter appropriate to audience and purpose 
♦ analysing, organising and evaluating subject matter 

Control of Textual Features is demonstrated by: 
♦ using and controlling textual features 
♦ presenting tasks with clarity, coherence and confidence 
 
 
How do students study English Communication? 
 
Students are expected to complete formal homework, work on assignments and read as widely as possible.
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GEOGRAPHY  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 

 
 
Why Study Geography? 
 
Geography is quite simply about the world in which we live and on which we depend.  Landscapes, peoples, 
places and the fragile environment are all interwoven.  Its unique combination of knowledge gives rise to a clear 
and incisive understanding of the interconnections of our World including the human impact on our environment. 
Learning through Geography is a magnificent way of fostering environmental responsibility, sustainable 
development and cultural awareness. 
 
Geography is a dynamic area of study in which the use of technological developments, especially the use of 
computers, is changing our understanding of the world and the way that information about it is gathered.  
Geography should assist students to understand the rapid expansion in knowledge in their physical and social 
world.  Field studies are an essential component of the Geography course.  They are essential for the collection 
of primary data and may be conducted individually or as part of a team. 
 
Studies in Geography should help prepare students for a range of tertiary studies and careers.  These include:  
travel and tourism, public relations, geology, property development, journalism, architecture, regional and town 
planning, engineering, surveying, environmental studies, teaching, international relations and government. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
There are no subject prerequisites for Senior Geography. 
 
What do students study? 
 
The course is designed around 4 semester themes.   
 
 Semester 1: People and Development 
   Core Unit 1: Feeding the world’s people 
   Core Unit 2: Geography of disease 
  
 Semester 2: Managing the Natural Environment 
   Core Unit 1: Responding to natural hazards 
   Core Unit 2: Managing Catchments 
  
 Semester 3: Resources and the Environment 
   Core Unit 1: Living with climate change 
   Core Unit 2: Population and resources 
  
 Semester 4: Social Environments 
   Core Unit 1: Sustaining communities 
   Core Unit 2: Urbanisation 
  
  
How are students assessed? 
 
Students will have six pieces of assessment in their folios by the end of each year.  These pieces may include an 
short response test, practical test, field report, multi media presentations, oral presentation, simulation or role 
play. The majority of Year 11 Assessment is formative, while Year 12 is summative. 
 
 
How do students study Geography? 
 
Students should expect to do about half an hour homework on this subject 5 nights a week. 
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GRAPHICS  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 

 
Why Study Graphics? 
Graphics is a structured discipline that contributes significantly to the communication, analytical and problem-
solving skills of students regardless of their educational or vocational aspirations.  While promoting effective 
communication in graphical forms overall, this course of study develops students’ specific abilities to acquire and 
apply knowledge and understanding, reasoning and presentation skills through investigating, analysing, 
synthesising and evaluating. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
There are no specific subject prerequisites for the study of Graphics.  A Sound level of achievement in Year 10 
Mathematics B and English is desirable. 
 
Companion Subjects 
Technology Studies and Art 
 
What do students study? 
The course of study consists of an introductory unit, and three cumulative contextual units: 
(1) Business Graphics 
(2) Built Environment and  
(3) Production Graphics 
 
At TGS our Graphics programme introduces students to a number of technology platforms supporting the three 
core disciplines (listed below). 
 
AutoCAD, the industry standard Computer Assisted Drafting software, is central to each of the contextual units.  
Students also make use of Microsoft Excel, Word and Publisher, especially in the production of assignment work. 
 
The three core disciplines involved in the Graphic Programme are: 
Plane geometry 
2 dimensional drawings and projections 
3 dimensional drawings and projections 
 
How are students assessed? 
Throughout the course students are required to undertake assignments in each of the contextual units.  These 
assignments are completed in class and at home. A testing programme is in place to assess the level of 
understanding, decision making and the depth of reasoning evident.  Classwork is assessed and filed.  At the 
end of the course all of the student’s assignment work, tests and a selection of classwork folio are compiled and 
presented for moderation. 
 
Graphics in Years 11 & 12 is a demanding subject, demanding not only in the areas of knowledge and 
understanding, reasoning ability and quality of presentation, but also demanding in terms of time, planning and 
personal academic discipline.  The ability to prioritise and a good work ethic are developed throughout the two-
year programme. 
 
It is the responsibility of the individual student to keep up with a set standard of quantity and quality of 
classwork and homework. 
 
How do students study Graphics? 
Student motivation is encouraged through student centred themes, as shown above.  With this subject homework 
and assignments are inevitable. 
 
Students are required to submit completed set tasks on due dates as listed in the assessment planner and 
subject term planners. 
 
In line with the increased technology focus the majority of the Graphics programme is presented and applied 
using industry standard and generic computer software (AutoCAD).   
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HOSPITALITY PRACTICES -  AUTHORITY REGISTERED 
SUBJECT 

 
 
Why Study Hospitality? 
 
Hospitality at Townsville Grammar School aims to introduce the students to a range of employment opportunities 
in the hospitality industry.  Hospitality combines general and vocational education components.  Through this 
convergence, students are provided with opportunities to achieve a variety of meaningful and relevant outcomes. 
The vocational training programme incorporated into this course is based on the industry framework course 
"Certificate 1 in Hospitality" (Operations).  Students have the opportunity to develop entry-level competencies 
required in the workplace, commensurate with the Australian Standards’ Framework. 
 
The subject aims to provide the students with an awareness of key areas within the Hospitality Industry. 
 
What do students study? 
 
Core topics covered 

1. Navigating the Hospitality Industry 
2. Working effectively with others 
3. Hospitality in practice 

 
These core topics are evaluated through the following areas: 

1. Kitchen Operations 
2. Beverage Operations and Services 
3. Food and Beverage Service 

 
How are students assessed? 
 
Assessment will involve a variety of self-paced worksheets and practical skill projects to test for vocational 
competency. It also involves the usual tests and assignment work which will provide for the development of the 
processes of research, critique and decision-making.  Communication includes speaking, reading, listening and 
writing, are all important in this subject.  Assessment for practical work involves individual and team work. 
 
Expectations 
 
Students will be required to attend functions after school hours.  A set of ‘black and white’ clothing for function 
work is necessary. 
 
How do students study Hospitality? 
 
Students will be required to conduct research towards practical assignments and study for tests.  The vocational 
modules may also require work to be completed out of school hours.   
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INDUSTRIAL SKILLS – ENGINEERING – SCHOOL-BASED 
SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Industrial Skills – Engineering? 
 
This course is based on the national Metal and Engineering Curriculum and relates to Metal and Engineering 
Competency Standards. 
 
This subject consists of the study area core, Introduction to Workshop Practice, of 20 nominal hours plus a total 
of 200 hours of vocational modules chosen from Certificate 1 in Engineering (Manufacturing) MEM10198.  It 
must be noted that, although the course is based on aspects of a vocational engineering course, the assessment 
is school based and only internal school outcomes will be acknowledged.  This subject is not recorded on the 
student’s Senior Certificate issued by the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority. 
 
 
What do students study? 
 
The Industrial Skills – Engineering Course has been developed to provide young people with the opportunity to 
undertake a broad-based, practical educational course as an integral part of their senior course of study. It will 
enable students to appreciate how their own knowledge and skills are relevant to the manufacturing and building 
community. 
 
Students undertaking this course will develop a comprehensive understanding of modern machining methods, 
joining operations, materials and a wide variety of related processes and techniques designed specifically to 
prepare students for apprenticeships and vocational training programmes. 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
A Sound Achievement in Year 10 Technology Studies is desirable but not essential. 
 
 
Companion Subjects 
 
Manufacturing - Building and Construction Studies 
 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
Assessment for this course is practically oriented. 
 
The practical outcomes of this course will, where possible, be assessed through project work, either within a 
simulated or real industry environment. 
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INFORMATION PROCESSING & TECHNOLOGY  -   
AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study Information Processing & Technology? 
Information Processing and Technology (IPT) is a topical, contemporary subject which looks at the needs of 
people and the way in which computer technology can affect these needs in a world which is rapidly becoming 
saturated with information.  It involves the examination of a rich variety of present day situations but its focus is 
on skills such as analysis, synthesis, evaluation and communication which are essential for future success.  
Information Processing and Technology touches many aspects of human life and finds itself drawing upon and 
being applied to diverse fields of study such as mining, engineering, education or business.  As a result, the 
study of IPT will contribute in a significant way to the general education of students, whether or not they intend 
proceeding to employment specific to information technology. 
 
IPT lends itself to a “hands on” approach and a significant emphasis on problem solving through applying the 
design, develop and evaluate cycle.  This will include project planning and group work.  The emphasis is on 
software development rather than the use of application packages. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
There are no subject pre-requisites for the study of IPT.  However, a minimum achievement level of a High in 
Mathematics B and English is desirable. 
 
Companion subjects 
There are no specific subjects that must be studied as companions to IPT.  However, many students choose to 
study IPT as part of a general humanities, science or business course.  It complements endeavours in just about 
all areas as information forms the basis of so many undertakings in modern society. 
 
What do students study? 
Information Processing and Technology comprises six core topics and some additional material as described 
below: 
 

Core Topic Outline of topic 
Algorithms Students learn to break a problem down into smaller steps using one formal 

representational system such as pseudocode. 
Relational information systems The architecture of information systems and the Object-Role Modelling method for 

developing these are studied and students produce working information systems. 
Software programming Students study the development of software and build skills in the design, 

development and evaluation of computer programs that solve practical problems or 
meet particular needs. 

Structured Query Language Students are introduced to a 4th Generation formal query language, Structured Query 
Language (SQL), for the manipulation of data within a database. 

Social and ethical issues Students study the impact of developments in information technology on themselves 
and communities worldwide. This topic is integrated within other topics of study. 

Human-computer interaction This topic develops students’ understanding of the interaction between humans and 
technology to inform better design and improve user interfaces and this topic in 
integrated within other topics of study.  

Additional material  
Computer systems Students study how computers and computer systems (including networks) are 

organised, designed and implemented. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed on the basis of their responses to extended writing tasks (800-1000 words in Year 11 
and 1000-1500 words in Year 12), objective tests, practical exercises and minor and major projects.  One project 
is completed individually and two are completed as a member of a team.  For projects which require teamwork, 
an individual is assessed primarily on his or her own contribution.  Assessment in IPT is based on three criteria:  
knowledge and application; analysis and synthesis; and evaluation and communication. 
 
How do students study Information Processing & Technology? 
Students will be expected to complete 3 hours of homework a week.  If students require extra time on a 
computer, arrangements will be made for after hours access of school computer facilities. 
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LEGAL STUDIES  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why study Legal Studies? 
 
There are many reasons why Legal Studies is a valuable area of study.  These range from the need for young 
people to be aware of how the legal system influences and regulates their daily lives to a basis for studies in law 
at university.  All members of society need to be better informed of their legal positions, rights and responsibilities 
so that they can be constructively involved in improving laws, institutions and legal processes. 
 
An outcome of this course is that students will understand the historical and social factors that have led society to 
regulate certain activities so that they can formulate their personal views of the world and understand the ways in 
which the law affects their world.  Through critical analysis, examination and problem solving, they are 
empowered to make constructive assessments and informed commentaries on the law thus facilitating decisions 
that may benefit not only the individual but also the community. 
 
Legal Studies aims to assist students to develop the knowledge, the thinking and practical skills, and the 
attitudes and values that will enhance their awareness and ability to participate actively as more informed, 
proactive and critical members of our democratic society.   
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
There are no subject prerequisites for Legal Studies.  However, well-developed research techniques, competent 
written communication skills and a willingness to participate in legal discussion are essential elements for 
success in this course. 
 
Legal Studies has an extensive content component and therefore, unless you are challenged by and enjoy study 
and hard work, you should think very carefully before choosing this subject. 
 
What do students study? 
 
The Legal Studies course enables you to learn through the investigation of legal issues, exploring four core 
areas of study: 
 
♦ The Legal System 
♦ Criminal Law 
♦ An Introduction to Civil Obligations 
♦ Human Rights 
 
In addition, you will investigate these elective areas of study: 
 
♦ Environment and the Law 
♦ Family and the Law 
♦ Indigenous Australians and the Law 
♦ International Law 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
The Legal Studies course is assessed with three criteria.  These are: 
 
♦ Knowing and Understanding the Law 
♦ Investigating Legal Issues 
♦ Responding to the Law 

 
The course is assessed through knowledge tests, research assignments, oral presentations, case studies and 
response to stimulus tests or assignments. 
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MANUFACTURING – BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION 
STUDIES - AUTHORITY REGISTERED SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Manufacturing – Building and Construction Studies? 
 
This subject aims to provide students with work, life and leisure skills integrating the study area core of safety 
and technological processes within a selection of specified units of work. These units of work are designed for 
those students interested in gaining expertise in the use of a wide range of materials, tools and machines 
associated with the Building and Construction industry. Students will undertake a number of individual tasks, as 
well as developing the necessary social and intellectual skills required to work effectively as part of a team.  
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
A Sound Achievement in Year 10 Technology Studies is desirable but not essential. 
 
 
Companion Subjects 

 
Graphics, Trade and Business Maths. 
 
 
What do students study? 
 
Students will undertake a variety of activities relating to different themes applicable to the Building and 
Construction industry. The activities investigated relate to the following topics: 
 
♦ Student ability to communicate effectively in the workplace. 
♦ Student understanding of occupational health and safety requirements. 
♦ Student ability to plan and organise work. 
♦ Student ability to read and interpret plans 
♦ Student carrying out measurements and calculations. 
♦ Student ability to use hand and power tools. 
♦ Student ability to use small plant and equipment. 
♦ Student ability to use levelling devices. 
♦ Student ability to handle construction materials and safely dispose of waste. 
 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
A variety of assignment worksheets, short answer written tests and practical exercises relating to the 
construction of projects to prescribed industry standards are undertaken by students. Students also complete 
team construction exercises. 
 
All assessment is summative. 
 
 
How do students study Manufacturing – Building and construction Studies? 
 
It is the responsibility of each student to maintain at least a satisfactory standard of class work. The majority of 
assessed work is completed during class time. Worksheets are generally completed as homework and students 
need to undertake adequate preparation for theory tests. 
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MATHEMATICS A  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study Mathematics A? 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education.  It is important in making informed decisions on everyday 
issues such as: 
♦ choosing between loan repayment schedules or insurance plans 
♦ interpreting information in the media 
♦ reading maps or house plans 
♦ estimating quantities of materials 
 
In Mathematics A, the skills needed to make decisions which affect students' everyday lives are provided.  These 
skills are also called on in other subjects and provide a good general background for many areas of tertiary 
study. 
 
The study of Mathematics A will emphasise the development of positive attitudes towards a student's 
involvement in Mathematics.  This development is encouraged by an approach involving problem solving and 
applications, working systematically and logically, and communicating with and about mathematics. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
A Sound or lower level of achievement in Mathematics B at Year 10. 
A Sound or higher in Mathematics A at Year 10. 
 
What do students study? 
The syllabus contains both Core and Elective topics.  A course of study in Mathematics A contains seven core 
topics and one elective topics.   
 

The Core Topics are: 
Managing Money 1  
Managing Money 2 
Elements of Applied Geometry 
Linking two or three dimensions 
Data collection and presentation 
Exploring and understanding data 

The Elective Topics are: 
Operations Research - Networks and Queuing 
Maps and Compasses - Navigation 
 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways.  As well as undertaking pen to paper tests, students may be 
required to construct models, use computer software or calculators, write assignments or research articles, carry 
out investigations or give oral presentations on a prepared topic. 
 
How do students study Mathematics A? 
Parents can help by offering encouragement, support and providing a suitable learning environment.  
 
As the topics are predominantly life-related, parents can encourage students to discuss their work.  Such 
discussion will assist the understanding of the topic and enables the student to draw on the personal experiences 
of family members. 
 
The student can be expected to acquire a high degree of proficiency in a variety of skills, such as estimation, use 
of drawing instruments, application of formulae, table reading and arithmetic calculation through the study of 
Mathematics A.  Like any skills, these need to be practised to be mastered.  Students should be encouraged to 
practise and so maintain these skills.   
 
Approximately three hours per week of home study is required.  As well it is highly recommended that students 
summarise their course work on a regular basis (fortnightly) so that they are well prepared for exams in 
Mathematics.   
 
Students in Years 11 & 12 must have a Scientific Calculator. 
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MATHEMATICS B  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study Mathematics B? 
 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education.  It underpins science and technology, most industry, trade 
and commerce, social and economic planning and communication systems and is an essential component of 
effective participation in a rapidly changing society. 
 
In Mathematics B, advanced mathematical skills are developed which form the basis for further study in 
mathematics.  These skills are needed not only in the traditional careers of engineering or the physical sciences, 
but also as tools in fields as diverse as agriculture, food technology, geography, biology, economics and 
management.  The modes of thinking developed in Mathematics B provide ways of modelling situations in order 
to explore, describe and understand the world's social, biological and physical environment. 
 
Mathematics B is designed to raise the students' competence in and confidence with the mathematics needed to 
make informed decisions about society, to ensure scientific literacy and to function effectively in a technologically 
skilled work force. 
 
Students are given the opportunity to appreciate and experience the dynamic nature of mathematics.  They are 
encouraged to study the power of mathematics through problem solving and applications in life-related contexts. 
 
Note:  In general, students studying both Mathematics B and C achieve higher Mathematics B results than 
students who only study Mathematics B. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
A Sound Achievement or better in the Year 10 Mathematics B (or C) Course. 
 
What do students study? 
 
The course of study in Mathematics B contains 7 topics.  All topics are compulsory.   
 

Topics 
Introduction to functions 
Rates of change 
Periodic functions and applications 
Exponential and logarithmic functions and applications 
Optimisation 
Introduction to integration 
Applied statistical analysis 

 
How are students assessed? 
 
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways. 
 
As well as undertaking pen and paper tests, students may be required to construct models, use computer 
software or calculators, write assignments or research articles, carry out investigations, or give oral presentations 
on a prepared topic. 
 
How do students study Mathematics B? 
 
Parents can help by offering encouragement, support and providing a suitable learning environment.  Students 
will benefit greatly if they are encouraged and given opportunities to work together in peer groups, and to ask 
questions of teachers and others. 
 
As the topic areas include much material that is life-related, parents can encourage students to discuss their 
work.  Such discussion will assist the understanding of the topic and will enable the student to draw on the real-
life activities of family members. 
 
The student can be expected to acquire a high degree of proficiency in a variety of skills, such as estimation, use 
of a calculator, use of drawing instruments, application of formulae, table reading, arithmetic calculation and 
algebraic manipulation through the study of Mathematics B.  Like any skills, these need to be practised to be 
mastered.  Students should be encouraged to practise and so maintain these skills.   
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Approximately three hours per week of home study is required.  As well it is highly recommended that students 
summarise their course work on a regular basis (fortnightly) so that they are well prepared for exams in 
Mathematics. 
 
Students in Years 11 & 12 must have a Casio 9860GAU+ Graphics Calculator. 
 
Academic Streaming 
 
At the start of each year, students in Years 11-12 are placed in their Mathematics classes using their level of 
achievement on the previous year’s report and teacher recommendation.  In Mathematics B we normally have 
two ‘top’ streams and the rest of the cohort is grouped into ‘middle’ streams.  To be chosen for a ‘top’ stream the 
student must have consistently high results in Mathematics assessment (usually at a VHA or top HA level).  At 
the start of Terms 2, 3 and 4 some students are moved up or down to a more appropriate stream:  students who 
have not maintained good results in the ‘top’ streams are moved into a ‘middle’ stream to make way for other 
students who have VHA results.   
 
Although these movements are done in the best interests of the student involved they sometimes cause anxiety. 
Parents are reminded that all decisions about class placements are made solely by the Mathematics Faculty.  
For obvious reasons it is not appropriate for a parent to attempt to influence these decisions, otherwise the 
streaming process will lack credibility. 
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MATHEMATICS C  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Mathematics C? 
Mathematics is an integral part of a general education.  It plays an important role in many developments and 
decisions made in industry, commerce, government policy and planning and has been central to nearly all major 
scientific and technological advances. 
 
In Mathematics C, students are given the opportunity to develop their full mathematical potential and extend the 
knowledge acquired in Mathematics B.  They will be encouraged to recognise the dynamic nature of 
mathematics through problem solving and applications in life-related situations.  Opportunities are provided for 
students to appreciate and experience the power of mathematics, and to see the role it plays as a tool in 
modelling and understanding many aspects of the world's environment. 
 
The additional rigour and structure of the mathematics required in Mathematics C will equip students with 
valuable skills which will serve them in more general contexts and provide an excellent preparation for further 
study of mathematics.  Mathematics C is a highly desirable preparatory course for students who intend pursuing 
a career involving the study of mathematics at a tertiary level. Whilst Mathematics C is not a prerequisite it is a 
recommended subject for entry into Engineering and Science courses (at J.C.U., Q.U.T., U.Q. depending on 
course and strand).  Note:  In general, students studying both Mathematics B and Mathematics C achieve higher 
Mathematics B results than students who only study Mathematics B. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
A SA+ or better in the Year 10 Mathematics B (or C) Course. 
 
Companion Subjects 
This subject must be studied in conjunction with Mathematics B. 
 
What do students study? 
The syllabus contains both Core and Option topics.  A course of study in Mathematics C contains 6 Core topics 
and 2 Option topics.   
 

Topics 
Introduction to Groups 
Real and Complex Number Systems 
Matrices and applications 
Vectors and applications 
Calculus 
Structures and patterns 

The Option Topics are: 
Dynamics 
Advanced Periodic and Exponential Functions 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed in a variety of ways.  As well as undertaking pen and paper tests, students may be 
required to construct models, use computer software or calculators, write assignments or research articles, carry 
out investigations or give oral presentations on a prepared topic. 
 
How do students study Mathematics C? 
Parents can help by offering encouragement, support and providing a suitable learning environment.  Students 
will benefit greatly if they are encouraged and given the opportunity to work together in peer groups, and to ask 
questions of teachers and others. 
 
The student can be expected to acquire a high degree of proficiency in a variety of skills, such as estimation, use 
of a calculator, application of formulae, table reading and algebraic manipulation through the study of 
Mathematics C. Like any skills, these need to be practised to be mastered.  Students should be encouraged to 
practise and so maintain these skills.  Approximately three hours per week of home study is required.  As well it 
is highly recommended that students summarise their course work on a regular basis (fortnightly) so that they are 
well prepared for exams in Mathematics.   
 
Students in Years 11 & 12 must have a Casio 9860GAU+ Graphics Calculator. 
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MODERN HISTORY  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study Modern History? 
 
Modern History is concerned with the political, military, social and cultural developments of the last 200 years.  
This course offers students a wide choice of studies of different themes, and is designed to give a solid 
understanding of the foundations of the modern world.  Modern History provides contexts, meanings and 
explanations for our lives.  However, other than providing students with essential knowledge to understand the 
modern world Modern History encourages the development of critical thinking skills and extended writing skills – 
all essential skills for university studies.  Emphasis is on the history of the 20th Century. 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
A Sound achievement in Year 10 English as there is a certain amount of reading required in this subject and the 
assessment requires students to produce some longer pieces of text e.g. around 800 - 1000 words. 
 
A Sound Achievement in Year 10 History, whilst not essential, is recommended. 
 
Companion Subjects 
 
As Modern and Ancient History use many of the same assessment instrument types and the criteria for 
assessment are identical, studying both subjects can prove beneficial to skills development and enhancement.  
 
Another combination which could be beneficial is Modern History and Economics. 
 
 
What do students study? 
   
  Themes 
Semester 1  
 Studies of Conflict 
 This includes investigation of the three dominant world religions and their role in the Arab-Israeli 

conflict, the Cold War and the “clash” of the “Islamic World” and the “West”.  
 

Semester 2 
 The individual in History 
 Here students research an era or significant event and complete an assignment on the life of an 

ordinary person from that time. 
 
 The History of Ideas and Beliefs 
 This unit involves students examining the advent and impact of feminism. 
 
Semester 3  National History 
 This unit includes a study of the darker sides to Australian history and historical debate. 
 
.  The History of Ideas and Beliefs 
 Here students study the background to multicultural Australia and the impact multiculturalism 

has had. 
 
Semester 4  National History 
 Students commence this study with a brief examination of Australian-Chinese relations and then 

focus in on the development of modern China from the 19th Century through to her present 
emergence as a modern power. 

 
 The individual in History   
 Students look at “Great Persons” who have altered the course of history, with a particular focus 

on either Martin Luther King Junior or Mahatma Gandhi. 
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How are students assessed? 
 
In Year 11 and Year 12 students are only required to complete 5 pieces of assessment per year.  In Year 11 
these pieces are Formative and in Year 12 they are SUMMATIVE. 
 
Students are assessed through the following tasks each year. 
♦ A Response to Stimulus Test 
♦ An In-class Essay in Response to Historical Evidence 
♦ Two Research Assignments – 1 x written, 1 x non-written with research folios 
 
Students are assessed according to the following criteria: 
♦ Planning and using an Historical Research Process 
♦ Forming Historical Knowledge through Critical Inquiry 
♦ Communicating Historical Knowledge 
 
 
How do students study Modern History? 
 
Modern History is not a course which is assessment driven- hence we assess for learning as well as assess what 
has been learnt. A lot of class activity is based on working with primary source evidence and encourages 
students to develop their critical thinking. 
 
Assignment work is allocated time in class and is also expected to be carried out at home. An average of at least 
half an hour of homework based on research and/or class work each night (5 nights a week) would be required to 
achieve sound results. 



 

Page 48    

   
 

MODERN LANGUAGES - FRENCH, INDONESIAN, ITALIAN, 
JAPANESE & ON-LINE CHINESE  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECTS 
 
Why study a Modern Language? 
There is more to studying a Modern Language than being able to speak it.  It is also about:   
♦ Engaging with the global community 
♦ Widening cultural understanding and experience 
♦ Developing new perspectives and opportunities 
♦ Gaining a competitive edge in the job market 
♦ Being able to travel through parts of the world more easily 
♦ Enhancing literacy in English 
♦ Optimising memory skills, problem-solving and cognitive ability 
 
 
By studying a language at senior level, students will: 
♦ Enhance their capacity to communicate and interact effectively within and across languages and cultures 
♦ Appreciate the interrelationship of language and culture and the importance of intercultural competence 
♦ Extend their awareness and understanding of the nature of language through analysing the linguistic systems 

of the language chosen for study 
♦ Acquire language-learning strategies that can be applied to further studies 
♦ Recognise and appreciate the cultural, linguistic and racial diversity within Australia and globally 
♦ Increase their awareness and appreciation of their own language and culture as a result of learning about 

another 
♦ Understand the role of technology in enhancing communication 
♦ Expand their school and post-school options and meet the growing needs of business and industry for 

language skills and intercultural understanding 
♦ Manipulate the Common Curriculum Elements (CCEs) that underpin the Year Twelve QCS Test 
♦ Access the Entry Bonus scheme offered by UQ (University of Queensland), QUT and Griffith University 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
Students should be aware that the study of a language at senior level is both skills based and highly academic 
and will require a healthy level of commitment, consistency and dedication to achieve a successful outcome.  
Students are expected to have studied their chosen language subject to Year Ten level and have achieved 
consistently at a high level of achievement or better. 
 
 
What do students study? 
The senior course of study is developed around topics tied to the four major themes:  Family and Community; 
Leisure, Recreation and Human Creativity; School and Post-School Options and Social Issues.  Topics can 
include such things as Environmental Issues, Travel, Hobbies and Sports, Celebrations, Entertainment, End-of-
Year Celebrations, Future, Driving Licence, Drink-Driving, Health Relationships. 
 
 
How are students assessed? 
Assessment is an integral aspect of a course of study at all levels of language learning. 
 
Formative assessment (Year Eleven) is used to provide feedback to students, parents and teachers about 
achievement over the course of study.  It enables students and teachers to identify strengths and weaknesses so 
students may improve their achievement and better manage their own learning. 
 
Summative assessment (Year Twelve) provides both feedback and cumulative information on which levels of 
achievement are determined at exit from the course of study.  Students’ achievements are matched to the 
standards of exit criteria, which are derived from the general objectives of the course.  Thus, summative 
assessment provides the information for certification at the end of the course.  
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Assessment instruments are designed to reflect as broad a range as possible of the Common Curriculum 
Elements (CCEs). 
 
Over the two years of senior study a profile of students’ progress is maintained.  The profile documents student 
performance in all four macroskills. 
 
 
How do students study? 
At senior level, language learning focuses on the use of the four macroskills.  They are developed both 
independently (speaking is developed by speaking, reading by reading etc.) and interdependently (one skill 
supports development in others).  Over the length of the course, all the skills are treated equally. 
 
The use of various forms of technology is included for communicative purposes.  As well, a variety of tasks, 
which includes enquiry and/or problem solving is included, as it is seen to promote the progressive development 
of the four macroskills.  
 
Language learning at senior level is presented using a spiral approach, which allows students to constantly 
revise and broaden their coverage of familiar content.  Learning experiences are student centred, cater to various 
learning styles and encourage and promote a vast array of skills, including a broad range of Common Curriculum 
Elements (CCEs), which underpin the Year Twelve QCS Test. 
 
At the completion of Year Twelve, students will have studied their chosen language subject for at least five years 
and should be able to communicate with a native speaker across the range of topic covered. 
 
 
Enrichment Activities 
 
Students may choose to be further engaged in enrichment activities such as: 
 
♦ The Alliance Française Schools’ French Competition 
♦ The Townsville French Speech Competition 
♦ The Townsville and District Italian Speech Competition 
♦ The Townsville and District Annual Japanese Speaking Competition 
♦ The Townsville-Iwaki Sister City Competition 
♦ The Biennial Educational Study Tour to France/Malaysia/Italy/Japan 
 
 
 
ON-LINE CHINESE 
 
The School offers native Chinese speakers the opportunity to study Chinese on-line with the Brisbane School of 
Distance Education (BSDE).   On-line lessons may be scheduled before School or during regular class times.  
Students have proved very capable of working independently and achieving academic success in this external 
course.  Because the subject is delivered by an external provider, the School cannot guarantee a placement in 
the course.  Eligible Hong Kong/Chinese students should see the Head of Modern Languages in the first 
instance, to discuss this option. 
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MUSIC  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 

Why Study Music? 
 

Music contributes to learning through the development of aspects such as memory, co-ordination, concentration 
and inventiveness.  The study of music also develops skills such as logical, critical and divergent thinking, 
decision making, and concept formation.  Mastery of physical and perceptual skills gives students a sense of 
achievement, self-confidence and self-esteem. There is a high correlation between the study of music and high 
academic achievement. 
 
Students studying music are empowered by its vast capacity as a creative medium.  Music education 
programmes inspire students to be involved with music as a leisure pursuit or as a career.  Studying music as a 
specialist subject at the Senior Level encourages students to: 
♦ enjoy success and build musical confidence through regular performance practice 
♦ experiment with musical ideas and have opportunity to compose in a variety of styles and genres 
♦ become musically literate and capable of communicating through music  
 
Study of music in Years 11 and 12 is organised with three complex and interacting dimensions: 
♦ musicology 
♦ composition 
♦ performance 
 
All three dimensions are infused with the need for problem solving and higher order thinking skills. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
Students should have the following prerequisites. 
♦ Students are recommended to have completed Year 10 Music Elective.  However, students with an aptitude 

for music and a determination to learn, but no formal training will not be excluded. 
 
It would also be highly advantageous for a student to be studying voice or an instrument. 
 
Companion Subjects 
 
Music is compatible with all subjects in the arts, the humanities and the sciences. 
 
What do students study? 
 
The course consists of the following units: 
 

Year 11 - Formative 
♦ Rites of Passage: Significant events and Commemorations. 
♦ Kaleidoscope of 20th Century Music  

 
Year 12 - Summative 
♦ Music of the Stage – music in film and theatre  
♦ An Instrument and its repertoire 
♦ Independent topic 

 
How are students assessed? 
 
Assessment will be in the three areas of musicology, composition and performance and will be equally weighted 
for summative assessment.  Review folios will contain samples of the above.  Year 11 work is formative and Year 
12 is summative. 
 
Students will be encouraged to attend a variety of musical performances both in and out of school time and to 
take part in musical activities. 
 
How do students study Music? 
 
Students will be expected to do reading and homework as required and put in out of school study and rehearsal 
to ensure success. 
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MUSIC EXTENSION  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study Music Extension? 
 
Music Extension caters for students with specific abilities in music and is studied for the two semesters of Year 
12 in conjunction with the Senior Music course. 
 
Music Extension is designed to offer more challenge than Senior Music.  The challenge of the subject includes 
expectations of accelerated independence; increased cognitive, expressive and musical demands; and increased 
assessment task requirements. 
 
When students engage in Music Extension combined critical thinking, higher-level problem solving, astute 
analysis and evaluation, and deep understanding with their attitudes, thoughts and feelings, they develop the 
capacity to communicate complex music ideas through their specialisation.  For example, the musicologist may 
make complex musical connections when analysing music sources to present music ideas, the performer 
presents music ideas to audiences through expressing the work, and the composer creates new work that 
demonstrates their music ideas. 
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
A course of study in Music Extension provides opportunities for students to: 
 
• Engage confidently in music-making, whether at home or in the wider community. 
• Communicate and express complex ideas about music. 
• Critically evaluate music across a variety of contexts, genres and styles. 
• Apply higher-order and creative thinking skills in solving complex musical problems. 
• Apply audition and musical elements to investigate and realise music ideas. 
 
The general objectives for a course of study in Music Extension are: 
 
• Investigation of music sources. 
• Realisation of the work. 
• Attitudes and values. 
 
“Realisation of the work” has two dimensions, Demonstration of technique and skills and Expression of music 
ideas.  “Attitudes and values” are not formally assessed. 
 
Studying Music Extension enables students to become adaptable and innovative problem solvers, who make 
informed decisions and develop their ability to deconstruct and critically evaluate.  The discipline and 
commitment of music-making builds a student’s self-esteem, independence and personal motivation.  Whether 
for career, commercial or leisure needs, students will have the opportunity to gain the basis for a lifelong 
engagement with music. 
 
Prerequisites 
 
The requirement for entry into Music Extension is that the student has studied two semesters of Year 11 Senior 
Music, or the equivalent, and has concurrent enrolment in Year 12 Senior Music. 
 
Course Content 
 
Students studying Music Extension choose from, undertake detailed studies in, one of three specialisations:  
Performance, Composition or Musicology. 
 
Each Music Extension student also undertakes an Investigating Task. 
 
• Performance 
 

Students choosing the performance specialisation select repertoire and create an expressive performance 
that engages an audience, in the style or genre that allows them best to display their emerging skills as a 
performer.  Students may perform as instrumentalists, vocalists or conductors, or any combination of these.  
Performances may be solo and/or ensemble. 
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• Composition 
 

Students choosing composition are encouraged to compose or arrange so that they maintain stylistic 
integrity while working towards an individual style of composition.  Composition students aim to demonstrate 
musical cohesion through a balance of contrast and unity, and repetition and variety.  Compositions may be 
presented as scores and/or recordings. 
 

• Musicology 
 

Students choosing the Musicology specialisation undertake music research to present evidence-based 
findings from primary sources wherein they argue and hypothesis or defend a point of view.  They are based 
on detailed, accurate, informed and thorough research, analysis and synthesis.  Research findings may be 
presented in written, oral or multimedia format. 
 

• The Investigating Task 
 

All Music Extension students undertake an Investigating Task in which they research, explore, analyse and 
synthesise evidence from a range of music source.  Students may present their findings in written, oral or 
multimedia format.  The topic of the Investigating Task is chosen by the students in consultation with class 
teacher. 
 

Assessment 
 
Students are assessed on their specialisation (Performance, Composition or Musicology) and Investigating Task 
during Semester 1, and again on their specialisation in Semester 2.  Students may submit an optional second 
Investigating Task during Semester 2. 
 
Each student assessed on their specialisation under the objective, Realisation of the work.  Judgements on 
student achievement are made using the criteria, Demonstration of techniques and skills and Expression of 
music ideas.  The objective and criterion, Investigation of music sources is used to assess the Investigating Task. 
All assessment tasks are summative. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Physical Education? 
 
Physical activity forms a fundamental part of everyday life – from simple movement to formalised physical 
activities such as sport.  Physical activity is crucial to maintaining health, providing environments for social 
interaction, developing self-worth and fostering community involvement. 
 
Physical Education would interest students, who are physically active, enjoy a variety of sports or those 
interested in the physical culture of Australia.  It provides a basis for students wishing to pursue further study in 
human movement related fields such as: 
 
• Sport development, management, marketing, sales, sponsorship and fundraising. 
• Sport and physical activity policy development. 
• Sport journalism. 
• Sport psychology and coaching. 
• Athlete conditioning and management. 
• Personal training. 
• Primary, Middle and Senior School teaching. 
 
Physical Education focuses on the complexity of and interrelationships between the psychological, 
biomechanical, physiological and sociological factors which influence individual and team performances and the 
wider social attitudes to physical activity. 
 
It emphasises the interrelatedness of learning in, through and about physical activity and takes an information 
processing approach to learning.  Physical Education provides opportunities for students to acquire knowledge, 
understanding, skills, capacities, attitudes and values in, through and about physical activity.  These aspects of 
the subject will be demonstrated as they become involved in processes which could include planning psychology 
strategies for a pre-match preparation, increasing and analysing their own physical fitness, or examining the 
impact of gender stereotypes on participation in physical activity. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
Sound Achievement or better in Year 10 Physical Education and English is required. 
 
What do students study? 
 
Students will be involved in four physical activities that will form the basis of the course learning.  Possible 
activities could include:  Lifesaving, Basketball, Netball, Touch, Volleyball, Tennis or Badminton.  These physical 
activities are studied in an integrated way with subject matter drawn from the following Content areas. 
 
Integrated into these are three focus areas: 
 
• Learning Physical skills. 
• Process and effects of training and exercise. 
• Equity and access to exercise, sport and physical activity in Australian society. 
 
Physical Activities 
 
Equal time is devoted to written and physical tasks during the course of study.  Maintaining and developing 
general fitness is an expectation of students involved in Physical Education.  Students need to be responsible for 
their cardiovascular well-being. 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
A wide range of assessment techniques will be used and could include written, oral and physical learning 
experiences such as the demonstration of skills in a particular activity, essays, research assignments, research 
reports, journals, seminar presentations, interviews and debates. 
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Senior Physical Education is an Authority Course and can contribute to calculating an Overall Position.  Students 
will be assessed in both the Physical Activities and the Content Areas, and judgements will be made assessing 
three exit criteria: 
 
Acquiring – referring to abilities such as gathering, recalling and comprehending information in, about and 
through physical activity. 
 
Applying – referring to abilities such as interpreting, analysing and manipulating information, in, about and 
through physical activity. 
 
Evaluating – referring to abilities such as hypothesising, synthesising, justifying and appraising in formation, in, 
about and through physical activity. 
 
Assessment in Physical Education is ongoing throughout the course of study.  Under the principles of latest and 
fullest assessment allowed by the syllabus in this subject, Year 11 units are formative and Year 12 units are used 
summative format towards each student’s exit level. 
 
The final level of achievement is drawn from the summative results gained on four written and four physical tasks 
undertaken in Year 12.  If for any reason, such as chronic illness, a student cannot complete a Year 12 
summative physical assessment task, the equivalent Year 11 formative task will be counted as summative and 
used to calculate the final exit level of achievement. 
 
Exit Levels of Achievement 
 
The three criteria of Acquiring, Applying and Evaluating are used when making judgements about the students’ 
exit levels of achievement.  The minimum requirements for exit levels are as follows: 
 
  VHA  2 x A’s in two criteria and no less than a B in the remaining criteria 
  HA  2 x B’s in two criteria and no less than a C in the remaining criteria 
  SA  2 x C’s in two criteria and no less than a D in the remaining criteria 
  LA  Standard in two of the exit criteria 
  VLA  Does not meet the requirement for a Limited Achievement 
 
How do students study Physical Education? 
 
Students should aim for 2 one-hour sessions per week to cover all areas effectively.  This should cover set 
homework, review of current and past work, and wider reading in the content foci being covered. 
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PHYSICS  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
Why Study Physics? 
 
Knowledge of physics has led to developments in technology and remains a basis for technology in the 
foreseeable future.  Telecommunications, electrical appliances and computers have had a profound impact on 
social structures. Through the application of its findings, physics is also indirectly responsible for generating 
much of the intellectual and material wealth of our way of life.  A knowledge of physics is useful to people in 
exercising responsibilities as citizens, confronting technologies, understanding the physical and social 
environments, pursuing hobbies and appreciating the challenge of a particular way of knowing the world. 
 
Physics is not a static body of facts.  It is a collection of mutually supporting physical and mathematical models 
that give the best explanation of natural phenomena and provides simultaneously a platform for deeper 
understanding. These models and theories are used to predict the outcomes of other new situations.  If 
experiments do not verify these predictions, or if certain behaviours are found that cannot be explained by the 
relevant theory, then the model has to be redefined or discarded.  Thus, quite often, presently accepted theories 
need to be modified as the results of more accurate observation and experimental data come to hand.  Physics is 
a recommended subject for many tertiary courses. If your career goal is related to science and engineering then 
you should consider studying Physics. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
Students should have achieved a High achievement or better in Mathematics B (or C) and Science at Year 10. 
 
Companion subjects 
 
A study of Maths B, Maths C or Chemistry will enhance the student's appreciation of this subject. 
 
What do students study? 
  

Optical Awareness 
Measurable Quantities 
The Sounds of Music 
Charge It! 
Forces in Action 

Energetic Physics 
Medical Physics 
Heat and Fluids 
Structure of Materials 

 
The learning experiences that this course will provide include: Collaborative learning; Laboratory activities, 
extended experimental investigations; Construction of materials to accompany investigations; Library research; 
Teacher exposition and questioning; video and audiovisual presentations; computer simulations. 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
Assessment in Physics includes:  Exams, Extended Experimental Investigations, Practical Reports, Stimulus 
Response items. 
 
Additional Opportunities 
 
The Engineering Link Project exposes students to the field of engineering and provides hands-on experience in 
various disciplines.  This is run externally as a three-day excursion. 
 
All students may participate in the ICAS Science Competition (optional). 
 
 
How do students study Physics? 
 
A minimum of four hours per week is necessary to ensure success in this subject.
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TECHNOLOGY STUDIES  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Technology Studies? 
 
Technology Studies is a course of study which investigates the nature and function of materials, systems and 
processes through inquiry, design and problem solving methodologies. 
 
Students will be given the opportunity to develop research skills and be encouraged to be active participants in 
invention and innovation.  They are exposed to a variety of design oriented challenges while developing their 
practical expertise associated with tools and equipment. 
 
Although the subject involves several practical activities, emphasis is placed on Research and Design 
Assignments, as well as related Writing Tasks.  The course offers a variety and depth of study that targets life 
experiences, community needs and the development of practical competencies. 
 
 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
 
A Sound Achievement in Year 10 Technology Studies is desirable. 
 
 
 
Companion Subjects 
 
Graphics, Physics, Maths A & B and Computer Studies 
 
 
 
What do students study? 
 
The Design Process, Safety, Ergonomics, Anthropometrics, Materials, Tools, Processes and Systems are 
investigated in depth over the duration of the course. 
 
 
 
How are students assessed? 
 
Throughout the course students are engaged in a variety of design projects, associated practical work and 
written assignments. 
 
 
 
How do students study Technology Studies? 
 
Students are required to record, in detail, all aspects of their design assignments in a folder.  This will include 
preliminary sketches, drafts, final submissions, working drawings and material lists.  It is expected that a 
significant amount of design work and the initial drafts of the written assignments be completed by students in 
their own time. 
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VISUAL ART  -  AUTHORITY SUBJECT 
 
 
Why Study Visual Art? 
The Visual Art course enables students to give visual form to thoughts, feelings, ideas and beliefs.  It develops 
their ability to interpret, respond to sensory stimuli and communicate their experiences.  Consequently, through 
Art, students learn to be visually literate.  This enhances their capacity to think, create and question and provides 
skills to interpret and express ideas. 
 
Visual Art develops social and personal skills and encourages personal fulfilment as a preparation for life (work 
and leisure).  Art is a vocational preparation as it teaches students how to research, develop and resolve their 
ideas in preparation for many vocations including engineering, advertising, marketing, design industries, film and 
television, teaching and architecture.  Art is a preparation for Tertiary Study as it aims to promote critical, cultural 
and aesthetic understandings through participation in the processes involved in creative experiences. 
 
Are there course prerequisites? 
Art is an appropriate study for all students.  Sequencing of units of work across the course of study provides 
students with opportunities to progress along a learning continuum that develops from formative work in Year 11 
to summative in Year 12.  Year 10 Art is not a pre-requisite for Visual Art, but to have completed Year 10 Art 
would give students a tremendous advantage in being able to work with the Senior Syllabus. 
 
Companion Subjects 
The study of Visual Art in conjunction with other subjects contributes significantly to students’ social, emotional, 
intellectual, physical and aesthetic development.  Integrated multi-modal experiences complement the learning of 
Languages, Mathematics, Social Sciences, Drama and Graphics. 
 
What do students study? 
Visual Art is a two-year course based on units of work that comprise concepts, focuses and media areas. 
 
Students’ understanding of the general objectives of making and appraising is developed through these units of 
work and is supported by the processes of researching, developing and resolving.  Concepts are presented to 
the student to engage them in learning experiences that allow them to develop their own focuses for artworks.  
Throughout the course, students have the opportunity to make and appraise images and objects from a range of 
media areas including ceramics, drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed on folios of making and appraising works compiled during the course in both Year 11 and 
Year 12. 
 
In making artworks, students define and solve visual problems by using visual language and contexts.  Making 
processes involve selecting, exploring, manipulating and exploiting materials, techniques and processes in 
particular media areas to communicate meanings. 
 
In appraising artworks, students constantly appraise images and objects through synthesising information, 
evaluating meanings and justifying positions.  This enhances students’ understanding of the purpose and intent 
of visual artworks in various cultures and societies.  One appraising task (written response, oral presentation, 
critique or test) is set each term. 
 
Students are also required to use an Art Journal to document the research and development of their making and 
appraising tasks.  This journal forms an important part of the validation process for assessment. 
 
How do students study Visual Art? 
Students are expected to further their classroom efforts and pursue all forms of personal research in their Visual 
Journals for at least 1.5 hours per week.  Additional homework in the form of skill development or preparation for 
appraising tasks is also given. 
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BACKGROUND TO CHOOSING SUBJECTS 
 
Making Career Decisions 
 
Use the following steps to help you explore your career options. 
 
Step 1 Understand the basic concepts 
 
♦ Career decision-making is not magic. 
♦ No one else can make the decision for you. 
♦ You must be actively involved in the process. 
♦ It is never too late to start. 
♦ There is not one ‘ideal’ occupation for you.  There may be several occupations that will give you the 

satisfaction you want from work. 
♦ In all likelihood you will have several occupations during your working lifetime.  The career decision you are 

making now is not a lifetime decision. 
 
Step 2 Look inwards – develop a profile of yourself 
 
What do you want from a job?  Think about it.  Do you want to: 
♦ Work with other people or by yourself? 
♦ Work outdoors or indoors? 
♦ Sit at a desk or be physically active? 
♦ Work with ideas or apply ideas (hands on) or do both? 
♦ Help people in some way? 
♦ Make a lot of money? 
♦ Be always learning on the job? 
♦ Have lots of variety and activity? 
♦ Have a structured, predictable workday? 
♦ Feel that the job you have is a secure job? 
♦ Work intensely on a project and see it through to the end? 
♦ Feel you are contributing to the community? 
♦ Work with particular things or people e.g. engines, animals, children, the elderly, etc.? 
 
What do you do best?  What are your strengths?  Are they in: 
♦ Humanities, mathematics, science etc.? 
♦ Working with ideas, words, things, etc.? 
♦ Working with people? 
♦ Working with your hands? 
♦ Working with computers or machines? 
 
What other things influence your decision?  Perhaps: 
♦ The opinions of family and friends? 
♦ The availability of employment? 
♦ Your age? 
♦ Staying in the local area? 
♦ Salary? 
♦ A physical or medical condition? 
♦ Opportunity to travel and work overseas? 
♦ The need to continue studying to progress in this job? 
 
What occupations have you already thought of?  You can add to these ideas by completing skills and interest 
inventory from the My Future website: http://www.myfuture.edu.au. 
 
 

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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Step 3 Look outwards – gather information 
 
Read about the jobs in your occupational ideas list.  These resources will help you. 
 
♦ Myfuture – The facts http://www.myfuture.edu.au  
♦ Jobguide book – borrow from your school library or view at http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/ 
♦ Job Outlook  http://joboutlook.gov.au/ 
♦ Labour Market Information Portal: http://lmip.gov.au/ 
 
Evaluate the information you are reading.  Does it fit in with the profile you have developed of yourself in Step 2? 
Your eventual aim is to come up with 3 or 4 possible occupations that will give you satisfaction and will use your 
strengths. 
 
Next you need to talk to people who are already employed in the jobs on your list.  Do not be afraid to do this, as 
most people are prepared to help you with your career research if you are polite, prepared with questions, and do 
not waste their time. Use your own networks (parents’ friends, your friends’ parents, neighbours, etc.) and the 
Yellow Pages to contact people in jobs you are interested in.  Develop questions to ask them. Some possible 
questions are: 
♦ What do you do in a typical work day? 
♦ What do you like about the job? 
♦ What do you dislike about the job? 
♦ What is the recommended training to prepare for the job? 
♦ Are there alternative training pathways? 
♦ Are there people in the same occupation who do different things from you? 
♦ Is there someone else you think I should speak to? 
♦ Where do you go from here in this job? 
 
It is helpful to discuss your findings with a friend or relative who knows you well and you feel comfortable taking 
with.  Other peoples’ insights can sometimes help us clarify our thinking. 
 
 
Step 4 Prioritise the jobs 
 
By this time you should be able to put the jobs you have selected in order of your preference. 
 
 
Step 5 Plan a training pathway 
 
Because of your research, you will already know the various pathways to obtaining your occupational goal.  
Select the pathway that best suits you.  This step can be linked to the Senior Education and Training (SET) 
planning process, to be finalised by the end of Year 10.  A SET plan maps out what you will study and learn 
during the senior schooling years. 
 
 
Step 6 Act on your plan 
 
Seek assistance from your Career Advisor if you need help with this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sourced from ‘Making Career Decisions’,  
Curriculum Division, Education Queensland, October 2007 

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/
http://joboutlook.gov.au/
http://lmip.gov.au/
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Occupations Related to Subjects in Years 11 & 12 
This handout can help you investigate occupations by providing you with a selection of occupational 
titles that are related to the subjects you may be studying. The following steps are recommended: 

♦ Identify the subjects you enjoy and in which you have some success. 

♦ Use this handout to find the names of occupations that are related to these subjects. 

♦ Gather information about these occupations. Access information online using the Job Guide at 
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au  or the myfuture site at http://www.myfuture.edu.au 

♦ Discuss other possibilities with your Career Advisor. 
 

Although related to the occupations in this handout, the subjects are not necessarily prerequisites for 
them. The following distinctions can be made: 

♦ Prerequisite subjects must be taken in Years 11 and 12 for entry to specific tertiary courses. 

♦ Recommended subjects are not essential, but are likely to make future courses easier to succeed 
in. 
 
Subject entry requirements should be investigated for any courses or occupations that interest you. 

 
 

AREA 
AUTHORITY* 

SUBJECTS AUTHORITY-
REGISTERED SUBJECTS 

Business Education/Legal 
Studies 

Accounting, Legal Studies  

Computer Studies Information Processing and Technology Information and Communication 
Technologies 

English English, English Extension (Literature), English for ESL 
Learners 

English Communication 

Health and Physical Education Physical Education Recreation 

Home Economics and 
Hospitality 

Hospitality Studies Hospitality 

Industrial Technology Graphics, Manufacturing Practices and Studies, 
Technology Studies 

Industrial Skills, Manufacturing 

Modern Languages French, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese,  

Mathematics Mathematics A, Mathematics B, Mathematics C, 
Philosophy and Reason 

Prevocational Mathematics 

Sciences Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, Multi-strand Science, 
Physics 

 

Social Sciences Ancient History, Economics, Geography, Modern 
History,  Legal Studies 

 

The Arts Drama, Music, Music Extension, Visual Art  

 
Notes:  Some of the Authority subjects listed here are in trial or pilot mode. 
  Students can add Authority-registered and other subjects offered at their school in the 

right hand column. 
 
* ‘Authority’ refers to the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment Authority 
 

http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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Agriculture Business Education Computer Studies 
Agricultural scientist 

Animal attendant 
Botanist 

Bushland regenerator 
Environmental engineer 
Farmer/farm manager 

Fisheries officer 
Food technologist 

Forester 
Gardener 

Horticultural technical officer 
Jackeroo/Jillaroo 

Landscape gardener 
Pest and weed controller 

Stablehand 
Stock and station agent 

Sugar cane analyst 
Timber/forest products worker 

Veterinary nurse 
Wool classer 

Accountant 
Advertising officer 

Auctioneer 
Bank/credit union officer 

Court and Hansard reporter 
Court registrar 

Economist 
Financial planner 

Health information manager 
Hospital administrator 

Human resources officer 
Insurance officer 

Lawyer – barrister; solicitor 
Legal practitioner 
Legal secretary 

Management consultant 
Marketing officer 
Merchant banker 
Purchasing officer 

Real estate salesperson 
Receptionist 

Records manager 
Sales assistant 

Secretary 

Architectural drafter 
Business systems analyst 

Computer tester 
Computer systems engineer 

Computer hardware service technician 
Computer systems auditor 
Data processing operator 
Database administrator 

Desktop publisher 
Games developer (multimedia developer) 

Help desk operator 
Multimedia developer 

Programmer 
Software designer 
Software engineer 
Systems architect 
Systems designer 

Training officer 
Technical writer 

Telecommunications engineer 
Web developer 

English Health & Physical Education Home Economics/Tourism & 
Hospitality 

Actor 
Announcer 
Archivist 

Copywriter 
Desktop publisher 

Editor 
Events coordinator 

Film, stage and television director 
Journalist 

Lawyer – barrister; solicitor 
Librarian 
Publisher 

Proofreader 
Public relations officer 

Speech pathologist 
Stage manager 

Teacher – secondary English 
Teacher – English as a second language 

University lecturer 
Writer 

Ambulance officer 
Environmental health officer 

Ergonomist 
Fitness instructor 

Health promotion officer 
Lifeguard 

Massage therapist 
Naturopath 

Nutritionist/dietician 
Occupational health and safety officer 

Occupational therapist 
Physiotherapist 

Recreation officer 
Sports administrator 

Sports coach 
Sports commentator 

Sports development officer 
Sports medicine practitioner 

Podiatrist 
Sport psychologist 

Sports scientist 
Sports trainer 
Sportsperson 

Teacher – health and physical education 

Beauty therapist 
Cook/chef 

Dressmaker 
Events coordinator 
Fashion coordinator 

Flight attendant 
Florist 

Food technologist 
Functions coordinator 

Gaming worker 
Hairdresser 

Home care worker 
Home economist 

Hospital food service manager 
Hotel/motel front office clerk 

Kitchen hand 
Nanny 

Nutritionist/dietician 
Retail buyer 
Tour guide 

Tourist information officer 
Travel consultant 

Waiter/food and beverage attendant 

Industrial Technology Modern Languages Mathematics 
Air-conditioning technician 

Aircraft maintenance engineer 
Automotive electrician 

Building contractor 
Cabinetmaker 

Dental technician 
Engineering tradesperson – electrical 

Fitter 
Furniture polisher 

Glazier 
Heavy vehicle motor mechanic 

Industrial designer 
Locksmith 

Metal machinist 
Motor mechanic 
Optical mechanic 

Panel beater 
Plumber 

Shipwright 
Soft furnishing maker 

Teacher/Trainer 
Tiler – roof; wall and floor 

Airline passenger officer 
Announcer 

Anthropologist 
Australian Federal police officer 

Customs officer 
Diplomatic officer 
Exporter/importer 

Foreign affairs and trade officer 
Flight attendant 

Hotel/motel front office clerk 
International/overseas officer 

Interpreter 
Journalist 

Marketing officer 
Police officer 

Teacher – Modern Languages 
Tourism manager 

Tourist information officer 
Tour guide 
Translator 

Travel consultant 

Accountant 
Actuary 

Analyst (information technology) 
Bank/credit union officer 
Credit and loans officer 

Costing officer 
Economist 

Financial planner 
Geographic information systems officer 

Inventory and supply officer 
Market researcher 

Mathematician 
Physicist 

Programmer (information technology) 
Purchasing officer 
Quantity surveyor 

Statistician 
Taxation agent 

Teacher 
University lecturer 

Valuer 
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Science – Physical Sciences Science – 
Biological/Environmental Science – Health Sciences 

 
Astronomer 

Chemical scientist 
Chemical plant operator 

Chemist 
Engineering – Aerospace; Biomedical; 
Chemical; Civil; Electrical; Electronic; 

Industrial; Marine; Mechatronic; 
Mechanical; Minerals processing; Mining; 

Materials; Telecommunications, etc. 
Engineering associate (mechanical) 

Geologist 
Geophysicist 

Geoscience technician 
Metallurgist 

Metallurgical technician 
Meteorologist 

Naval architect 
Patent examiner 

Physicist 
Pilot 

Quality assurance inspector 
Sound technician 

Surveyor 
Surveying technician 

 

 
Agricultural scientist 

Agricultural technical officer 
Biochemist 

Biotechnologist 
Botanist 

Conservator 
Environmental scientist 

Fisheries officer 
Forensic scientist 

Forest technical officer 
Geologist 

Geoscience technician 
Horticultural scientist 

Hydrographer 
Marine biologist 
Marine scientist 
Meteorologist 
Microbiologist 

Natural resource manager 
Park ranger 

Primary products inspector 
Sugar cane analyst 

Veterinarian 
Zoologist 

 
Ambulance officer 

Audiologist 
Cardiac technologist 

Chiropractor 
Dental hygienist 
Dental therapist 

Dentist 
Dietician/nutritionist 
Medical practitioner 

Medical imaging technologist 
Medical scientist 

Naturopath 
Nurse - enrolled 

Nurse – registered 
Occupational therapist 

Optometrist 
Orthoptist 
Osteopath 

Pharmacologist 
Physiotherapist 

Podiatrist 
Prosthetic technician 

Psychologist 
Radiation therapist 

Social Sciences/Religious & 
Ethical Studies The Arts 

 

 
Archaeologist 
Cartographer 

Community worker 
Criminologist 

Cultural heritage officer 
Employee relations officer 

Fund raising officer 
Geographer 

Guide dog instructor 
Historian 

Home care worker 
Market researcher 
Museum curator 

Police officer 
Psychologist 

Public relations officer 
Rehabilitation counsellor 
Residential care worker 

Social worker 
Teacher 

Town planner 
Welfare worker 
Youth worker 

 
Actor 

Architect 
Artist 

Arts administrator 
Beauty therapist 

Camera operator – film; television; video 
Conservator 
Craftsperson 

Dancer 
Film and television lighting operator 
Film, stage and television director 

Fashion designer 
Graphic designer 
Interior designer 

Jeweller 
Musician 
Milliner 

Make-up artist 
Model 

Museum technician 
Multimedia developer 

Music therapist 
Musical instrument maker 

Set designer 
Sound technician 
Stage manager 

Teacher 
Visual merchandiser 
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What level of further study do I need? 
What levels of study can I apply for at the end of Year 12? 
 

Level Length Content How competitive? 
Degree Usually 3-5 years full-time Theoretical Entry is usually competitive.  May 

need to meet prerequisites. 
Considered equally:    
Associate degree 2 Years full-time Theoretical May need to meet prerequisites. 

Advanced diploma Usually 2 years full-time Combination of theory and 
practice 

May need to complete diploma first. 

Diploma Can be 1-2 years duration  
fulltime depending on the 
institution and the course 

Tends to be practical Entry to many diplomas is not 
competitive although some diplomas 
are very competitive.  May need to 
meet prerequisites. 

Certificate I, II, III, IV 1 month - 1 year full-time Usually very practical Usually not competitive 

 

These levels are like a ladder.  You can use one level of study to help you gain entry to a higher level 
of study in the future. 

 

What should I consider when choosing a level of study? 
The job you want in the future 
Not all jobs require the same level of study.  Also, different levels of study may lead to the same job.  
Check out the level of study required for the job you want.  Use the Job Guide or the myfuture website 
at http:www.myfuture.edu.au, talk to people already in the job, and discuss it with your Guidance 
Officer and those who are helping you with your career decision making. 

 

If you are unsure about jobs at this stage in your life, you might consider: 

♦ studying a generalist course (e.g. arts, science, business) and specialise later on 
♦ undertaking a combined course that will give you several job options 
♦ delaying formal studies until a future time 

 

Employment opportunities 

Some people believe that you need a degree to get a ‘good’ job.  There is no such thing as one ‘good’ 
job for everyone.  What one person likes, another may find unsatisfying.  No level of study will 
guarantee you a job.  You can improve your chances of getting the job you want by: 

♦ finding out as much as you can about yourself and the jobs that interest you 
♦ selecting the appropriate level of study required for the job 
♦ successfully completing your study 
♦ starting your job seeking while you are studying (work experience, networking, etc.). 

 

Your learning style 

What sort of learner are you?  Did you know that people learn in different ways?  Some like theoretical 
courses; others prefer a practical, hands-on approach to learning.  If you choose a level of study that 
does not match your learning style, you might be very unhappy with the course, drop out, or set 
yourself up for failure. 

http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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Failure in a course may affect your ‘Selection rank’, which is based on your ‘Grade point average’.  
This may make it difficult to gain entry to other courses in the future. 

 

The location of the course 
Some students who have to move to a geographically distant institution find the transition difficult.  
Others thrive in the new environment.  If living away from home is an option for you, consider it 
carefully in the light of what you know about yourself and your independent living skills.  You will also 
need to consider the costs involved. 

 

Money 
Further study is expensive.  Most undergraduate courses at government-funded universities are 
available through a Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP).  This means that you pay a portion of the 
cost of your education, called a Student Contribution.  The maximum Student Contribution rates that 
institutions can charge are included in Section 1 of the QTAC Guide.  More detailed information on 
student contribution costs can be obtained from the student enquiry line (Australian Government) at 
www.studyassist.gov.au.  Costs can vary from institution to institution.  Contact the tertiary institution at 
which you wish to study to determine the costs involved in your preferred courses.  The payment of 
costs can be paid upfront or deferred until you are earning a certain income depending on your 
citizenship and/or visa classification.  (Loan schemes are also available.) 

 
In addition to Commonwealth Supported places, some universities also offer a limited number of full 
fee paying places (Dfee).  Applicants must still meet any prerequisite requirements but the OP or Rank 
needed for entry may be slightly less competitive than the cut-off for entry to the comparable CSP 
course.  Fees and course codes are outlined in the QTAC Guide. 
 
TAFE institutes charge subsidised fees as well as full fee courses, while private institutions charge the 
full cost of the course.  In general fees are paid upfront, either per subject, per semester, per year or in 
total.  TAFE Standard Offer fees are paid upfront, although payment by instalments can be negotiated. 
TAFE fees are reduced if you are eligible for a Health Care Card. 

 

Time commitment 
Some courses are very time consuming.  They require full-time attendance at the institution as well as 
reading, assignments and other study or work done independently at home, in the library or a studio. 
 
Other courses require a smaller time commitment.  The time commitment required is very course 
specific and not necessarily reflected in the level of the study.  For example, some diplomas, especially 
if completed in one year, may require a greater weekly time commitment than a degree course.  Check 
out the time commitment required for the courses you are considering. 

 

Personal commitment 
Completing further study, regardless of the level of study, requires continued personal commitment for 
a number of years.  It is usually easier to be committed to something if it is a step towards achieving 
your goals.  You need a purpose or reason for undertaking further study. 

 

Lifelong learning 
It is very unlikely that this will be the only time you make decisions about study.  If you learn the skills 
for making good study decisions now, these skills will last a lifetime. 

 

http://www.studyassist.gov.au/
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So, which level of study is best for you? 
By now you will have realised there is no simple answer to this question.  You need to gather 
information and think through a number of issues.  If you do this, you will make appropriate study 
decisions and you will have gained some control over your future. 

 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES 
Australian Qualifications Framework 
http://www.aqf.edu.au  
 
Year 12 - what next? Post-school education and training 
http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-12-what-next/  
 
Study Assist – Information for students about higher education in Australia 
www.studyassist.gov.au 

National Training Information Service 
http://www.training.gov.au 

Australian Job Search – Training 
http://joboutlook.gov.au 

myfuture - The Facts - Education and Training 
http://www.myfuture.edu.au  

QCAA Career Information Service - Learning options 
http://www.cis.qcaa.qld.edu.au  

Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre - Courses - Search for Courses 
http://www.qtac.edu.au  
 
TAFE Queensland - Courses - Find a course 
http://tafeqld.edu.au  
 
Official web page of the International Baccalaureate Organisation  
http://www.ibo.org 
 

http://www.aqf.edu.au/
http://www.leavingschool.com.au/year-12-what-next/
http://www.studyassist.gov.au/
http://www.training.gov.au/
http://joboutlook.gov.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.cis.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://tafeqld.edu.au/
http://www.ibo.org/
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